
“ Is not God in the height of heaven?
And behold the height of the stars, how high they are.”

JO B 22:12
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. . . and this is the gate to  heaven. ”





acob, awakening from the dream of a great ladder reaching 
from heaven to earth on which he saw angels ascending and 
descending, was so overcome by a sense of the presence of God 
that he exclaimed, “ How dreadful is this place.”

David, contemplating the construction of a house for God, regarded it 
as “ the footstool of our God.”  Solomon, his son, who was permitted to 
build this magnificent edifice, visualized it as a place, save only to burn 
sacrifice before Him.”  These men were all overwhelmed by the sacred 
presence of God.

But there is a danger today that some might not regard the place set 
apart for the worship of God with this same awe and reverence, for too 
often it has become more of a social center than a meeting place between 
a man and his God.

A man who recently visited New Guinea related this incident:
The people had built a church of the best materials they had, a pole 

structure with a thatched roof. Although it had a solid wall in the back and 
another in the front with a door which had a lock, the sides were open. 
On Sabbath morning many of the worshipers arrived early for the services. 
It was observed that although they might have entered by either side, they 
waited respectfully outside until someone unlocked the door! Their rev
erence for God was demonstrated by their respect for His house.

Everyone entering God’s house should regard it as holy ground tor His 
sacred presence is there.
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IS IT A CHURCH...

OR A MOUSE 
OF GOD?

<0

The decision to construct a place dedicated to the worship 
of God should not be approached lightly. Only in an attitude oi 
reverence and worship should men and women dare to assume 
the privilege and responsibility of preparing a dwelling place for 
the Most High.

It is important, therefore, that the difference which might exist between 
a church and a house of God be clearly understood.

A church with its steeple and pews, its stained glass windows and organ, 
might or might not be a house of God. It all depends on the people inside. 
A church is an architectural design, but a house of God is people - 
people united in worshiping and working together in the beauty of obe
dience and holiness.

If these people approach God in humility, fully aware of the majesty of 
God, they will be filled with the same awe as Jacob when he exclaimed, 
“ How dreadful is this place.” Not dreadful in the modern use of the word 
but rather awesome and sacred. In this attitude they will ‘‘fear God, that 
is, adore and praise Him for His inestimable love and mercy in condescend
ing to meet “ where two or three are gathered together in My name.”

This recognition of the sacred presence of God must be foremost in the 
minds of those planning to build Him a house, it should be remembered 
that God does not dwell in temples built with hands, but in the hearts oi 
people whose love for Him transcends every other consideration.

What greater thing could a man do than to prepare a dwelling place for 
his God. Only man has this divine privilege and solemn responsibility!





WOULD HE PERMIT 
YOU TO BUILD 
HIM A HOUSE?

. . .  It almost seems presumptuous for a group of people to 
boldly state that they are going to build a house for God. How 
do they know He would permit them to build Him a houseZ 

God directed ancient Israel to build Him a sanctuary, but 
the work had to be postponed because of a situation by which 

they forfeited the blessing of the divine presence. Their apostasy at 
Horeb — when they turned away from God and attributed their marvelous 
deliverance from Egypt to a golden calf — rendered the construction of the 
tabernacle, for a time, an impossibility.

Although they had the site, plans, and all the materials, it wasn’t until 
they were once more taken into favor with heaven that their leader could 
carry out the divine command. Being in favor with heaven then, is essential 
in obtaining permission to build a house for God.

So today, in many instances there must be a period of genuine revival 
and reformation in the lives of those contemplating such a project. 
Certainly divine favor could not he enjoyed by any congregation cherishing 
known sin, nor where there is disunity and strife. Under such circumstances 
a group might succeed in building a church — but it wouldn t be a house of 
God! The Psalmist says, “ Except the Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it.”

Before laying plans for the construction of a place of worship, a genuine 
heart-searching must take place. Each member should covet the favor of 
heaven. Under these conditions divine permission may be sought, and 
may be granted.





THE TWO 
REQ U ISITES 
FOR PREPARING 
A HOUSE FOR 
GOD.

Site, plans, and materials are usually considered as the re
quirements for the building of a church. No doubt these would 
be sufficient for the construction of a building, but they are not 

U  the requisites for preparing a dwelling place for the Most High.
DEVOTION TO GOD AND A SP IR IT  OF SACRIFICE 

ARE THE V IT A L  REQ U IS ITES IN BU ILD IN G  A HOUSE FOR GOD.
A devotion to God would impel every member to work to the limit of 

his ability. He would devote the very best of his time, talent, and material 
possessions to the task of making God’s house his first consideration.

A spirit of sacrifice would guarantee unity of thought and action among 
the membership. It would prevent the squabbles and ultimate rifts that so 
often mar the building of a church. Individual preferences and ideas would 
be deferred in favor of the desires and judgment of the majority.

Under the leavening influence of unselfishness, the church body will 
move forward, planning and building as an undivided whole.





THOSE DISTURBING 
VISIBLE
RESOURCES

Rarely does any congregation have all the material resources 
necessary for the construction ol a house for God. Often the task 
seems insurmountable. But the fact is that when the requisites 
for building His house have been met -  devotion to God and a 
spirit of sacrifice -  God makes Himself responsible for the 

success of the project.
No time at all should be spent deploring the lack of visible resources. 

In everything pertaining to man’s sustenance and the success of God s 
plans on this earth, can be seen the combining of human effort with 
divine power. This is true whether it be in the planting of a seed, the 
success of a job, business, or profession -  or in the construction of a
house of God.

The divine formula is this:
E V ER Y  MAN IS TO WORK AND G IV E  TO THE L IM IT  OF HIS

But working to the limit of ability — in the face of what appears to be 
an impossible task — requires a lot of faith and trust in God. And faith 
and trust will come if one follows God’s directions without undue concern 
for the results. When an individual (or a group) reaches the limit of 
ability, God brings into force divine agencies, making up whatever lack 
there may be.

HUMAN EFFO RT D IV IN E PO W ER

My Part 

(Planting)

Limited

God’s Part

(Miracle of Growth) 

UnlimitedRESULTS





THE RELEVANCE
OF S ITE-PLANS- 
MATERIALS

After the requisites — devotion to God, and a spirit of 
sacrifice -  have been met, site, plans, and materials assume 
their proper roles of importance and sequence.

SITE

A lot of time and effort could be saved if God were consulted first as 
to where He.wanted His house built. In the selection of a site, His wishes 
and guidance should be paramount. Not sought after as a last resort.

PLANS

Careful study should be given to the selection of a proper design, one 
that will be appropriate to the location, and provide adequate facilities. 
There are many areas where churches need to be built. If this is kept in 
mind there will be no needless expenditure for show or ornament. A 
house of worship may be humble, but it will be acceptable if neat and 
clean, and “ in accordance with His character and majesty.

MATERIALS

Wise planning will provide for enough materials to complete the 
building, jesus said, “ For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth 
not down first and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish 
it?”  He spoke of the embarassment which the builder might suffer if he 
could not complete the project. Remember that divine aid is available 
for those who work to the limit of their ability.

CONSTRUCTION

God’s house should be constructed of the best materials, and built as 
well as strength and skill can do it.





PROVIDING 
THE MATERIALS

Buildings are not made of money -  they are made of materi
als. These may be donated or purchased with funds that have 
been donated.

Before those appointed to plan and construct a building can 
engage an architect, negotiate for a site, or set a construction 

schedule there must be some way to anticipate that these materials will be 
available. This information is usually based on the commitments of those 
involved. Each person covenants with God to give systematically according 
to his ability. He then makes his decision known to those in charge. The 
total of these commitments will determine IF plans can be laid, and WHEN 
construction can be started.

If one prizes God’s presence, he will wish to follow the example of 
those who built the tabernacle in the wilderness when the builders were 
forced to say, “ Bring no more offerings.” But since God accepts no un
willing offering, no pressed sacrifice, all giving must be entirely voluntary 
not having recourse even to “ stirring appeals” or pressure of any kind.

Anyone wishing to give more than his present circumstances will permit 
may add a faith factor to his commitment. This gives God opportunity to 
“ stretch” the giver’s potential. Not once has God failed to honor such a 
desire where it has been done from the pure motive of devotion to God 
and a spirit of sacrifice.

And finally, God’s house should never be left in debt, for to do this 
would bringdishonor to God. It would be almost like a denial of one s faith.




