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CHAPTER I

THE ACID TEST OF CHRISTIANITY

"Just let me touch his pocketbook . . . then you'll see!"

Oh— Satan was furious. He had slyly slipped into a committee 

meeting where the sons of God were gathered to discuss some of the 

affairs of the universe. He didn’t have portfolio— but he said he 

was in charge down here— therefore entitled to admittance.

God didn’t discuss his credentials— but He did inquire about 

a certain man.

"Have you noticed my servant Job?" He asked, "In all the 

earth there is none like him. He is a perfect and an upright man . . . 

he has reverence for God and shuns evil."

"Now, wait just a minute!" the devil fumed, "You’ve put a 

great big fence around everything he owns . . . and everything he 

touches turns to gold."

"Do you think he serves you for nothing?" "Just let me touch 

his possessions . . . then you’ll see . . . you’ll find out!"

The Prince of darkness knew where Job’s weak spot should be.

He had caused the downfall of millions through the accumulation or 

use of their possessions— one way or another— and it was safe to 

assume that Job would react just like the others.

He knew that, although Job’s neighbors considered him an honest 

man and the church folks regarded him as God-fearing, there was 

one test which would prove conclusively whether he was the man God





said he was. He knew that Job’s attitude towards his possessions 

would be the acid test of his unreserved loyalty to God. In fact, 

he was so positive that he sneered, "Just wait . . . you’ll see . . . 

he'll curse you to your face!"

The remarkable part of this story is that God wasn’t afraid 

to take a chance on Job, so He replied, "Go ahead . . .  go right 

ahead . . . touch his possessions."

What shouts of joy must have echoed through the celestial 

realm when Job proved that his loyalty to God was not dependent 

on material things.

The secret of Job’s success lay in the fact that he did not 

consider his possessions as his own. He recognized that they all 

belonged to God, therefore he could say to his wife, who urged 

him to curse God and die. "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 

away; blessed be the name of the Lord." Job’s attitude towards 

these possessions had nothing to do with his allegiance to God.

He recognized, what his so-called friends did not, that he was just 

the steward of these possessions and only responsible for them as long 

as God allowed him to have them.

A notable example of the wrong attitude towards possessions 

is graphically illustrated in the story of the young man who came 

to Jesus one day and inquired how he might inherit eternal life.

He had many things to commend him for he was a recognized and re

spected ruler— but his unhealthy attitude towards his possessions 

proved the falseness of his assertion that he had kept all the
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commandments from his youth up. These possessions stood between 

him and an unreserved love for God— between him and an unselfish 

love for his fellow men. This was the acid test of his profession.

Every man, whether a member of the church or not, is a 

steward of God. He is entrusted with the perishable things of this 

world to determine what he would do with eternal riches. God has 

to be sure— He can’t take another chance. If a man is selfish and 

grasping with earthly things . . .  he could never be entrusted with 

unperishable riches. If he defrauds God of His rightful share, the 

tithe, and withholds freewill offerings down here— he could never 

be trusted with the unfathomable wealth of heaven. Luke records 

this principle.

”He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also 

in much; and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.

If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 

who will commit to your trust the true riches?" Luke 16:10,11.

There are many professed followers of Christ who are contented 

as long as it doesn’t cost anything, but when funds are needed for 

the basic requirements of the church, they complain. This socially 

accepted sin of covetousness and selfishness will eat out the very 

vitals of a Christian experience.

It is fundamentally impossible to be a true follower of Jesus 

without possessing and emulating the same characteristics which 

marked his life among men. Selfishness had no place in his ministry 

and can have no place in the life of His followers.
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It is essential to happiness on this earth and vital to eter

nal life that every individual thoroughly understand and follow the 

true principles of faithful stewardship.

In order to comprehend these concepts it is necessary to free 

the mind of every thought pattern developed by tradition, usage, or 

popular acceptance. The only criteria must be the revealed will of 

God in His plans for man’s salvation.

The principles of stewardship are great general principles.

God never intended that man's attitudes toward Him should be clouded 

by the exactitudes of a set of restrictive rules. In His infinite 

love, God guarantees man's freedom of choice by revealing these broad 

concepts, then allox^s him to make the personal application.

Through the study of the principles of stewardship it is possible 

to gain a comprehension of God's plan to restore man to his created 

state. As he understands his moral responsibilities and obligations 

as a steward, he is able to see the play and counter-play of God's 

mercy and love in the divine desire to bring him back into the heavenly 

fold. As he enters into a partnership with the Lord in the limited 

sphere of perishable possessions, he can envision the glories of eternal 

stewardship.

But, his faithfulness or unfaithfulness will decide his fitness 

for the exalted position which God has planned for him. His attitude 

towards, and his management of, his possessions will be the acid test of

his Christianity.





CHAPTER I I

IS MONEY THE PROBLEM?

The view is generally held and often expressed that a lack 

of money heads the list of church problems. If this is true— if an 

abundance of funds would answer the church’s greatest need and there

by enable it to fulfill its mission— then perhaps tolerance should be 

exercised for the bingo games, raffles, suppers and other fund-raising 

activities so common in many churches.

If the real need is money and if the end justifies the means—  

perhaps the penny campaigns, dime-savers, church piggy banks, candy 

sales and the host of other gimmicks used in the emergency ’’blitz" 

programs are to be commended.

It is also possible that the "professional" fund-raising 

campaign, in spite of its spiritual by-product, may be little better 

than the afore-mentioned methods, if it is conducted in response to, 

and has as its main goal, the raising of money.

In reality, the lack of money is not the church’s true problem—  

only the symptom of a dual problem— a lack of spirituality in the 

church and the prevalence of selfishness.

"Selfishness, the sin of the world, has become the 

prevailing sin of the church." Test. , Vol. 5, p. 204.

Whether one chooses to recognize this statement as a fact or 

not, this is the real problem— and until, with God’s help, the 

disease can be cured— the symptom will always remain. Unless this
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malady can be expelled, the church can not do her appointed work—  

for it has eaten out the heart of Christianity in many professing 

believers— and a greatly restricted gospel program is the result.

The devil is the author of all selfishness. This caused his 

fall from the courts of heaven. He has lured men and women into 

his trap all through the ages with the false hypothesis that serving 

self will bring happiness. His sales "pitch" is that the accumulation 

of things will bring meaning and fullness to life; that these things 

have permanence and will bring security; that man must satisfy his 

fear of want by laying in store as much as possible during his life 

span.

He knows that if he can cause man to focus the attention on 

the perishable "junk" of this world, his viewpoint will become 

myopic and he will fail to see the eternal riches of the world to

come. He knows that if he can tempt a man to become a self-seeker—

he can not be a true follower of Christ— no matter what his profession.

Strange as it may seem, the church itself may be a causative

agent to selfishness. Through its teaching it seeks to make its

members both industrious and thrifty. Through industry and thrift 

the member accumulates more— and with this accumulation comes the de

sire for more and more. Solomon referred to this: "He that loveth 

silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth 

abundance with increase: . . . ." Eccl. 5:10

John Wesley observed this phenomenon and said that the more 

the members of a religious group take their religion seriously, the





7

more they accumulate and the more they accumulate, the more they 

become prisoners of their possessions, hence materialistic and even 

avaricious. He said that he saw no solution for this unless they 

who earned all they could, and saved all they could, also gave all 

they could. This means that the desire for acquiring things is good—  

if the reason for the "getting" is that more might be given. But 

the only way a church can convince its members of this ideology is 

through education and a radical change in its own attitudes.

The church has assumed a dual role, i.e., educator and beggar.

If it continually holds its own financial needs before its members 

as the motive for giving— then its doctrine becomes suspect.

It cannot expect its members to be selfless, to depend on 

God, to renounce the world, to shun materialism and seek the kingdom 

of heaven first while it makes its own financial needs the appeal 

and motive for giving. It cannot speak with authority in guiding 

the lives of its members while begging for its own needs. One 

doesn't take advice from a beggar!

But— if the church occupies its proper role as a spiritual 

leader, renouncing the role of "salesman", then it can expect to 

lead its membership into a deeper and fuller understanding of the 

spiritual nature of material things. As it teaches the basic principles 

of Christian stewardship it can lead its followers up the pathway to a 

closer relationship with God. As this bond between man and God 

becomes a way of life— then it can expect a constant and sufficient

flow of funds into its treasury as a result of this relationship.
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If the church will accept the practice and Biblical principles 

of stewardship— then it can throw away its alms cup and move forward, 

an army with banners— marching in the light of heaven’s approval.

Another pitfall which contributes to selfishness is self- 

satisfaction— the self congratulatory urge. Often, well meaning 

people extol the giving records of the church, comparing those of one 

faith with those of another communion. The apostle Paul spoke of this 

danger. " . . .  they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing 

themselves among themselves, are not wise." 2 Cor. 10:12

There can be only one true comparison— the comparison of our 

giving with our prosperity. "As He hath prospered" is the concept.

Most Christians would be rudely awakened if they were to measure 

"what they gave" by "what they had left".

"We need not tax ourselves with rehearsing how much has 

been given to the cause of God, but rather let us con

sider how much has been kept back from His treasury to 

be devoted to the indulgence of self in pleasure seeking 

and self-gratification." Counsels on Stewardship, jd. 289 

The subject of stewardship is crucial for this period just 

prior to the second coming of Christ. Selfishness is preventing the 

pouring out of the Spirit of God on the church— which is essential 

if she is to complete her monumental task in warning a perishing world.

It is vital at this hour for the work of God, which should be 

going forward with ten-fold its present strength and efficiency, but 

is being held back, "like a spring season held back by the chilling





blasts of winter” because professed followers of Christ are with

holding tithes and freewill offerings.

Statistics show that many church members are unfaithful in 

tithes and offerings. It is impossible to accept the fact that there 

are multitudes outside the sacred precincts of the church who are in 

need of a knowledge of Christ and not also accept the fact that there 

are multitudes inside the church who need this same salvation.

There are ample funds within the membership of the church. The 

Revelator recorded the testimony of the remnant church: "Because thou 

sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;

• • • • " Revelation 3:17. But he also foresaw that they were spirit

ually naked and blind, wretched and miserable.

When the church wakes up to reality and recognizes the true 

problem as a spiritual one, then it shall, at least, have a basis for 

solving its more obvious perplexity— a lack of funds. But until this 

problem is seen in its true light, every attempt to treat the symptom 

will only entrench the disease more deeply.

God ordained the church as a soul-winning agency, not a fund

raising institution. Every activity, every goal, every word of its 

teaching must be to this end. It does not need an education into the 

methods of fund-raising, but an education into the principles of steward

ship. When it shall have set a true course towards its sole objective, 

then it will no longer be a beggar, but a light set upon a hill. It 

will be able to teach and lead men with authority— and men will praise

9

God for its existence.





CHAPTER I I I

THE REASON FOR UNHAPPINESS

Ponce de Leon, the Spanish explorer, searched for a fountain 

of eternal youth. No doubt he had contrasted the happiness of youth 

with the problems and frustrations of adult age and sought this fabled 

fountain whose mystical waters would guarantee permanent happiness.

He didn't find the fountain— neither have the billions of people who 

have been born and died since the dawn of time— although each may 

have spent a lifetime in this search.

What is happiness? To the tiny baby it might mean a bottle—  

to the teen-ager, new clothes— to the old man in his tottering years, 

a good night's sleep. But no doubt most would agree that the happi

ness we seek is peace of mind, contentment, a happy home, enough money 

to take care of our wants, and a little extra for luxury or leisure 

time activities. But this desire is concerned only with self and 

selfish interests. And— selfishness is the very root of unhappiness.

Self-interest is the cause of today's problems— in the home, 

the community, and the nation. This is a violation of the first com

mandment which says, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me." Any 

thing which consumes as much time, energy and interest as self-seeking 

becomes a deity before whose shrine burns the continual sacrifice of a 

mis-spent life.

But, when God is first in every thought and deed, the material 

things of life become of secondary importance. This is the concept 

when one eats to live— rather than lives to eat.
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Two men walked into the dark sanctuary of the church and sat 

down in the front pew. The lighted stained glass window cast a 

reverent glow over the pulpit and empty choir loft. One man began 

to speak.

"I have been an elder of this church for several years. I 

really haven't wanted to be. I shouldn't be. My conscience hurts 

me every time I walk on to that platform. You see . . .  I don't 

pay any tithe. I really can't, after I try to pay my bills . . . 

there isn't anything left!"

The minister listened quietly, pity welling in his heart for 

this poor man who was trying to make his income meet his expenses—  

but failing miserably because he wasn't doing it God's way.

Pleadingly, the member asked, "Don't you think I'm terrible?"

"No," answered the minister, "No, I don't think you are 

terrible— I just feel so sorry, for I know you have been missing 

so many of the Lord's blessings."

"But you see, pastor," the elder hastened to explain, "There 

is never anything left!" "How could I pay tithe?"

"When you say there never is anything left," explained the 

pastor, "I am sure you are quite correct— for even if you made a 

thousand dollars each week, and you took care of your own wants and 

needs first— there would never be anything left. God's portion can't 

be found on the bottom of our incomes— it is always on top!"

Then a too well-known story began to unfold. Some unfortunate
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speculations, some foolish purchases, a house too large and expensive 

to maintain, and bills! Bills that couldn’t be covered by the better 

than average salary. No money left for tithe— no offerings— (maybe 

a penny or two slipped carefully into the plate) and the empty, gnaw

ing feeling of guilt.

The man explained that he had been trying to sell his house for 

over two years. He reasoned that if he could sell and purchase a 

smaller dwelling, he could use his equity to pay off the bills— and 

his problems would be over.

The pastor pointed out that even if this occurred, it was doubt

ful if his problem would be solved, for man’s best efforts always fail 

if they are contrary to God's instructions.

By this time both men were accustomed to the soft light from 

the window. Taking a piece of paper from his pocket the minister 

drew a simple diagram to illustrate the problem.

He explained that man usually thinks of his 

own needs first— and leaves the things for God to 

the last. But . . .  he always finds that there is 

"nothing left" when self comes first. Even the 

most careful budgeting and planning will not change 

this pattern. During the time of Haggai the people 

put their own interests before the building of the 

house of the Lord and found themselves in desperate

straits.
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God spoke to them through the prophet Haggai: "Is it time for 

you, 0 ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?" 

HaSgai

These returning exiles had every excuse to put their own 

interests before those of God. They were poor, their houses and 

lands lay in ruins. They could have reasoned that just as soon as 

they were established again, their houses rebuilt, their lands once 

more under cultivation . . . and they had some money in the bank . . . 

then it would be the right time to build a church.

But God, through his prophet pointed out:

"Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have 

not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye 

clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth 

wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes." Haggai 1:6

After calling attention to their plight, God gave them the reason.

"Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye 

brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the Lord of 

hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every 

man unto his own house." Ibid. , verse 9

And here was a man who was having financial distress because he 

was putting his own interests before those of God. The situation was the 

same— the reasons were the same— only the period of history was different.

On another sheet of paper the pastor drew a design showing God's
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10% tithe 
freewill gifts 
and offerings

plan for man’s happiness.

The basic formula for man’s happiness is that 

God must be first in everything. This cannot be hit 

or miss— but a planned procedure. First, God’s 

share, the tithe, must be set aside. Then, the 

freewill offerings are deducted. THEN— God promises 

that He will make the remainder sufficient for our 

needs. Notice that He has not promised to fulfill 

all our wants— for many times these far exceed our 

actual needs. (In our present economy 2/5 of every

thing we purchase are non-essential or luxury items!)

"Of all our income we should make the first appropriation 

to God." Counsels on Stewardship, jd.

"If spiritually awake, they would hear in the income of 

every week, whether much or little, the voice of God 

and of conscience with authority demanding the tithes 

and offerings due the Lord." Test. , Vol. _4, j3. 474 

In considering our temporal needs, Jesus pointed out that if 

man made heaven his "first consideration" all these would be cared for.

". . . for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all

these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you." 

Matt. 6:32,33

A + God’s 
blessings 
will 

equal JB 
in taking 
care of 
our needs

The church elder studied the illustrations carefully for some 

minutes, then said: "Well, I suppose I had just as well try it. If
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I go in the hole a few more hundred dollars— it won’t matter."

Then he added, "I guess that's the wrong thing to say, isn’t it?"

"I don't know," the pastor answered, "that is what God told 

us to do— if there was any question in our minds. Through the 

prophet Malachi He invited,

"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there 

may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith,

(one translation says, "Put Me to the test,") saith 

the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows 

of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 

shall not be room enough to receive it." Malachi 4:10

"So, it would appear if God invites you to try it— it must 

be all right."

The two men knelt in the darkened sanctuary. They didn’t 

pray that God would sell the house— or pay the bills— or even 

relieve the brother of his financial distress. They prayed that 

God would give him enough courage and faith to "do it God’s way."

One day, a little later, the minister asked the man,

"How’s everything?"

"Fine!"

"I mean financially."

"That’s what I mean, too!"

Then another story began to unfold— a story of victory and 

proof that God's promises are sure.





The first week, following their meeting that night in the 

church, the elder prayed desperately that God would give him the 

strength to follow his decision. The end of the week arrived and 

he came home with his check. He carefully calculated his tithe—  

added a generous freewill gift— placed the check in an envelope 

addressed to the church treasurer and hurried down to the corner 

postal box— so he wouldn’t change his mind.

He started out to pay his bills with the reduced amount. 

Formerly his creditors had responded very badly when he could only 

make partial payments, but now they greeted him with friendly 

smiles and thanked him for his checks.

The second week he received the same response. Then, in 

spite of the fact there was no sign indicating his house was for 

sale, a man stopped one day to inquire if the house was for sale.

After a quick look, he left to return with his wife who inspected 

it carefully. They finally stated it was just what they had been 

looking for. The asking price was agreeable and in a few days 

the elder received a check for his house which he had tried unsuccess

fully to sell for two years!

Oh, yes, God always gives a bonus for faithfulness. Because 

the buyers had not contacted an agent— there was no selling fee 

involved in the transaction. With his equity and the saving from 

the real estate fee, he paid his bills and now he was in no finan

16
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The folly of self-dependence and a lack of dependence upon 

God is the reason for unhappiness.

M. . .We try too hard to take care of self ourselves. We are 

uneasy and greatly lack a firm trust in God. Many worry and 

work, contrive and plan, fearing they may suffer need. They 

cannot afford time to pray or to attend religious meetings 

and, in their care for themselves, leave no chance for God to 

care for them. And the Lord does not do much for them, for 

they give Him no opportunity. They do too much for themselves, 

and believe and trust in God too little." Test. , Vol. 2_, jd. 196

In the little native church of Senoane, near Johannesburg, South 

Africa, the preacher was trying to interpret the principle of faith into 

a simple, workable understanding. On the front row sat a native woman 

with her four children.

Through the interpreter he asked her if she had noticed her child

ren’s faces the night before— how their foreheads were wrinkled with the 

fear that there wouldn’t be anything for the next morning's breakfast.

She thought of this for a moment, then shook her head as a big 

smile slowly lighted her face.

"Naw," she said, "They doesn't worry none . . . they knows mama's 

goin’ feed * em!"

Then the smile slowly faded and she added,

"Oh— that’s the way I’m s’posed to be with my Father in heaven—  

just trust Him like my children trusts me!"
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And that's the way it's "s'posed to be!" Just a simple 

child-like faith. It doesn't take a learned theologian to 

understand it— just a little child.





CHAPTER IV

STEWARD OR PROPRIETOR

One of the basic tenets of stewardship— and one which few 

understand is the principle of "steward". . . or "proprietor."

Until this concept is understood and accepted it is impossible to 

comprehend the full meaning of faithful stewardship.

In the beginning, at the close of creation week, God gave 

Adam dominion over everything He had made. He was placed in this 

paradise as God’s representative— His steward. Man was not given 

ownership of the world or anything in it— only overseership. All 

things were created for his use and enjoyment (with the exception 

of one tree) and he was made responsible for these things.

However, when man took of the fruit of the forbidden tree, 

he assumed a position of ownership because he failed to recognize 

that this was not his right-— this tree belonged to God. Since that 

time man has assumed a position of proprietor rather than that of 

steward— and has found himself in continual trouble.

What is a steward? A steward is one who has been entrusted 

with certain things by a superior— is responsible for these things 

and will be held accountable for them.

"A steward identifies himself with his master. His master's 

interests become his. He has accepted the responsibilities 

of a steward and he must act in the master's stead, doing

as the master would do if he were presiding over his own goods
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The position is one of dignity, in that his master trusts 

him. . . . Every Christian is a steward of God, entrusted 

with His goods........ " That I May Know Him, jy. 220

The problems arise when man does not accept this position 

of steward, and assumes the role of owner, or proprietor.

Moses warned the Israelites of this danger in refusing to 

recognize God as the owner of all they possessed. "And thou say in 

thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this 

wealth." Deut. 8:17

Jesus related the parable of the rich man whose fields brought 

forth so abundantly that his barns would not hold the increase.

After puzzling over the problem for a time, he decided that he would 

tear down his present warehouses and build larger ones. He reasoned 

that with all these possessions safely stored, his soul would be 

satisfied for many years.

But— God said he was a fool! Because he had forgotten one 

important thing. He was a. steward— not the proprietor! And as the 

steward he would be held accountable for the wise use of these goods 

. . . and the time for accounting was scheduled for that very night!

By his refusal to recognize everything he possessed as God’s, 

he was no wiser than the man spoken of by the Psalmist. "The fool

hath said in his heart, There is no God......... " Ps_. 14:1. This

foolish man refused to recognize that God had given the sun, the 

rain, and the fertile soil in which his crops flourished. He was
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dependent on God for the very life hidden in each seed. He refused 

to recognize that in the abundance of his goods, God had made pro

vision for those who were in need. In his thinking, everything 

belonged to him. God, as owner, didn't exist.

Today, the world is filled with proprietors. There are few, 

even among professing Christians who recognize the fact of God's 

ownership. They are like ancient Israel of whom the prophet wrote:

"And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit 

before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but 

they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much 

love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness." Eze. 33:31.

God has said that the tenth of our increase belongs to Him, 

but few recognize His claim by returning His share. He asks for 

gifts of love in first fruits and freewill offerings, but many of 

these, if given at all, are given grudgingly. The world is in trouble 

and seeks an answer to its problems, but rejects the solution because 

it is based on the eternal truth— "the earth is the Lord's."

To safeguard Israel, God gave instruction concerning the yearly 

feasts which were designed to keep their stewardship relation with 

Him crystal clear in their minds. Three times each year the males 

and all who were able were to come up before the Lord, first at 

Shiloh and later to Jerusalem, to celebrate God's goodness to them.

Even in this requirement God wrought a miracle. They were 

surrounded by fierce, war-like tribes who had been the former owners

of these lands, and from the human viewpoint it would appear that
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with all the able bodied men gone, these heathen would descend on the 

unprotected farms and homes of the people to pillage and destroy.

But God had made provision for this.

"For I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge 

thy borders: neither shall any man desire thy land, when 

thou shalt go up to appear before the Lord thy God thrice 

in the year." Ex. 34:24

They didn’t even have to take out invasion insurance!

The first of these festivals was the Passover and at the close 

of this commemoration of their miraculous deliverance from Egyptian 

bondage, the first fruits of the year’s harvest were presented before 

the Lord— this was an acknowledgment that all they possessed was His.

Fifty days following the offering of the first fruits, came 

Pentecost, called also the feast of harvest and the feast of weeks.

As an expression of gratitude to God for the bountiful harvest, two 

loaves baked with leaven were presented.

In the seventh month came the Feast of Tabernacles. This 

feast acknowledged God's bounty in the products of the orchard, the 

olive grove and the vineyard. Now the people came with their tributes 

of thanksgiving to God, who had richly blessed them.

These feasts were to be a continual reminder that God was the 

proprietor and they were His stewards. As long as they observed these 

feasts in harmony with their true purpose, they prospered. But when 

they forgot that all their bounties were the result of God’s 

mercies and looked upon these blessings as a result of their own
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industry and thrift— they lost the prospering hand of God.

As stewards— they had God’s assurance that the rains would 

come in their proper seasons to water their fields— that pests would 

not spoil their crops. But when they assumed the position of owner—  

they relieved God of this responsibility. If these were their lands—  

they could look after them— and furnish their own rain. This didn’t 

work out too well, for because of their disobedience, God withheld 

his mercies and it didn't rain for three and one half years!

It is possible for every Christian to prosper— if he faith

fully carries out his duties as a steward. If he remembers that all 

he has is lent him by God to be traded upon, he can rest assured that 

God will abundantly bless him with as much goods as he is capable of 

managing.

God knows exactly how much goods each steward can wisely manage. 

In the parable of the talents this great truth was set forth. One 

man was given five talents, another two, and still another, one.

All that was required of each one was faithfulness. The man with 

two talents received exactly the same reward as the man who was given 

the five. The only condemnation was for the man who did nothing.

God only expects a man to make use of the talents He has lent him—  

but He expects him to make wise use of them.

The ills of the world and the ills of the church have one 

common denominator— selfishness. Men say, MY house, MY property,

MY money. But by this attitude they usurp the place of God, for He 

says, "For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a





24

thousand hills. . . . If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for 

the world is mine, and the fullness thereof." Ps. 50: 10,12 "The 

silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts."

Haggai 2:8

When man recognizes that all he has, even his very life, be

longs to God— when he recognizes that he is a steward, and is willing 

to make his Master's interests his interests— his Master's plans his 

plans— then he can have peace of mind and complete confidence in 

God's promises. He will then take his position of dignity in the 

plan for the universe, filling the place for which he was created.

But--if he persists in assuming the position of proprietor—  

his place in the eternal scheme of things will be no greater than 

that of an anonymous ant, scurring about among billions of other 

ants, \tfhose only purpose in life is to store up enough food to 

last through a hard winter!





CHAPTER V

THE DANGER IN PROSPERITY

Prosperity can be the greatest danger facing a nation, a 

church, an individual!

In spite of this danger, the desire for prosperity must be 

God-given for it burns in the heart of every human being. It was 

certainly God's plan for the inhabitants of this world, for He 

placed the first man and woman in an environment so luxuriant that 

man has sought this idyllic Utopia ever since. The Garden of Eden 

was God's answer to the ultimate in happy living.

Imagine, if you can, this garden home with its ideal year- 

around climate, its lofty trees, exotic flowers and singing brooks 

where precious stones scintillated on mossy banks. In this paradise 

man's labor brought complete happiness and enjoyment. He had time 

to pursue every ambition, every desire. This was God's plan for man.

When Israel was brought out of Egypt and God was going to 

establish them as His people, He again planned for their prosperity.

"For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land 

of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out 

of valleys and hills; A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, 

and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and 

honey; A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, 

thou shalt not lack any thing in it; . . . ." Deut. 8:7-9





"God desired to make of His people Israel a praise and a 

glory. . . . Their obedience to the law of God would make 

them marvels of prosperity before the nations of the

world......... " Christ's Object Lessons, jd. 288

But— before entering the promised land they were warned 

repeatedly against the dangers of prosperity.

"Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, . . . Lest 

when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly 

houses, and dwelt therein; And when thy herds and thy flocks 

multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all 

that thou hast is multiplied; Then thine heart be lifted up, 

and thou forget the Lord thy God, . . . And thou say in 

thine heart, my power and the might of mine hand hath gotten 

me this wealth." Deut. 8:11-14, 17 

But when prosperity came, they forgot— and their houses, 

flocks, silver, and gold became the spoil of their conquerors . . .

and they trudged down the long road to Babylon . . . captives again. 

"It is not the empty cup that we have trouble in carrying; 

it is the cup full to the brim that must be carefully 

balanced." Counsels on Stewardship, p. 148 

The hidden danger in prosperity is that it can erase a man's 

feeling of dependence upon God. As wealth increases, the need for 

dependence decreases, and a man is in danger of believing that every 

desire, every need, can be satisfied with money. Money replaces God. 

This is idolatry in its most insidious form.
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To place our dependence on the perishable things of the earth 

is the purest folly. Fortunes have been lost at the stroke of a pen; 

disasters have swept away the mansion with the hovel; wars know no 

boundaries of affluence. Floods, earthquakes, tornadoes, and fire, 

take their fearful toll. Inflation and market manipulation, in 

hours, can erase fortunes that took lifetimes to build.

Since the beginning of time, God has sought to teach man that 

true security is total dependence upon Him. When the Israelites 

sojourned in the desert wastes, He could have provided them with 

an abundance of "natural" food— enough so they could have stored 

it for months to come, but He chose to rain manna from heaven each 

night to teach them this total dependence. Every night, with the 

exception of the sacred Sabbath evening, each family went to sleep 

with absolutely nothing on the shelf for the next morning’s meal!

Every parent, for forty long years had to depend on God to furnish 

food for themselves and their children.

But— when they came into the promised land, when their houses 

and lands were secure, their flocks, silver and gold multiplied—  

they forgot! They looked on their prosperity as a result of their 

own industry and wisdom— and they saw God's blessings dissipate before 

their eyes. They placed their dependence on the gift, rather than 

the Giver.

Is it wrong to seek prosperity? The answer is "no", but 

with some very definite warnings.
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" . . .  The desire of men and women to accumulate property is 

not sinful if in their efforts to attain their object they 

do not forget God, and transgress the last six precepts of 

Jehovah, which dictate the duty of man to his fellow man,

. . . ." Selected Messages, book 2, jd. 429 

”. . .  God tests us here by committing to us temporal posses

sions, that our use of these may show whether we can be

entrusted with eternal riches......... " Ibid. , jd. 134

M. . . In money getting there is always danger unless the 

grace of God is the ruling principle of the soul. When 

Christians are controlled by the principles of heaven, they 

will dispense with one hand, while the other gains.11 

Test. , Vol. 2_, j3. 240

While we have the faithful witness of Abraham, Joseph, and 

Daniel, all men of great wealth, we also have the sad experience of 

Solomon, who because of his wealth, became dissolute, effeminate, 

and weak. Realizing the inherent danger in prosperity, he wrote:

". . . give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food

convenient for me: Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, 

Who is the Lord? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take 

the name of my God in vain." Prov. 30: 8,9 

u . . .On the lofty pinnacle, where praise is heard, where 

our wisdom and greatness are extolled, we need a special 

power, a special arm to sustain us." Evangelism, jd. 561





"In the midst of prosperity lurks danger. Throughout the 

ages, riches and honor have ever been attended with peril 

to humility and spirituality. . . . Affliction and ad

versity may cause sorrow, but it is prosperity that is most

dangerous to spiritual life......... "

Prophets and Kings, pp. 59, 60 

The lofty pinnacle— the full cup— can bring dependence on 

self . . . this is the danger in prosperity.
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CHAPTER V I

WHAT ABOUT CHURCH SUPPERS, BAKE SALES, ETC.

It is common to see signs advertising church fund-raising 

suppers, bingo games, raffles, fairs, etc. In their attempt to 

raise money for their numerous projects— churches have resorted 

to every method and gimmick that fertile minds could devise. But 

it is a sobering fact that although there are churches who frown 

on some of these methods as being wrong or questionable— they 

employ other means to raise funds for exactly the same reasons 

and which appeal to exactly the same motives in giving.

The reason for employing any of these methods is that there 

is a lack of adequate funds because of the selfishness of the member

ship. The motives to which they appeal include the reward motive—  

competitive motive™-the price motive— or the lust for entertainment, 

or appetite motive.

There is no valid reason for any such methods. There are 

sufficient means in the possession of the church members to amply sus

tain the church program without any department suffering embarrass

ment, if each member would give "as God hath prospered him."

No matter how worthy or urgent the need— the end does not 

justify the means. A man may be desperate— his family in want—  

but this does not justify his robbing a bank to satisfy his need.

There is a wrong and a right way to meet any situation and there is a 

right way to solve the financial needs of a church— no substitution





will suffice. The right way is personal sacrifice— the wrong way 

is a substitution for personal sacrifice. Wrong methods cannot 

bring divine blessing.

One church pastor became greatly agitated when a news item 

appeared in the local paper relative to a talk given by one of the 

leaders of his church organization speaking out against these 

questionable fund-raising methods.

When the pastor came to this church, they were deeply in debt 

for its operation and its parochial school program. Continual 

appeals proved ineffective— so the pastor initiated a series of 

weekly church suppers to which the town’s people were invited. As 

a result, ample funds began to flow into the church treasury.

Everyone was delighted with the arrangement, except the 

owners of the local restaurants who didn’t like the competition. . . 

Then came the embarrassing news item which put the church in a very 

bad light.

The pastor was asked if the members of the church were too 

poor to maintain the church and school. He replied, "No, they’re 

not too poor— they just won’t give!”

He became very thoughtful when it was pointed out that he 

was actually contributing to their delinquency by making it possible 

for them to carry on a program without personal sacrifice. He was 

actually robbing them of the opportunity for Christian stewardship! 

These church suppers, although they solved the dollar need, were a
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very poor substitute for stewardship education. The people who 

attended these gatherings may have been well fed— but the members 

of the church were starving to death— spiritually!

The very foundation of Christianity is sacrifice. The 

gospel begins in sacrifice. "For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only begotten Son, . . . ." John 3:16. And the gospel 

will end in sacrifice. "Gather my saints together unto me; those 

that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice." Psalms 50:5

Besides the evil of substitution, these unscriptural methods 

contribute to and strengthen selfishness— because they appeal to 

the selfish motive in giving, i.e., giving to get! They appeal 

to the lust of appetite and pleasure.

The most powerful appeal that can be made is to the appetite.

". . . Instead of appealing to man’s reason, to his benev

olence, his humanity, his nobler faculties, the most 

successful appeal that can be made is to the appetite.

The gratification of the appetite will induce men to 

give means when otherwise they would do nothing."

Selected Messages, Book 2, jd. 413.

What a terrible indictment! Appealing to the appetite will 

produce results when an appeal to man’s reason, his benevolence, 

his humanity, and his nobler faculties will produce nothing. No 

wonder the church supper has such wide appeal and success!
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been completed for an all-day tour to some beautiful mountains.

The busses would be at the church the following night at midnight—  

everyone was urged to go. After all, the trip was only going to 

cost six dollars— and the bus company was going to refund three 

dollars for the church building fund!

There is certainly nothing wrong with taking a tour of some 

beautiful mountains— but why didn’t these people who desperately 

needed and wanted a new sanctuary, put the entire six dollars into 

the building fund— and stay home?

This appeal to personal gratification would place money in 

the building fund when it is doubtful if the need and desire for 

a new church for the Majesty of the universe would have accomplished 

the same result.

The appeal to the competitive spirit is ingrained early in 

life when children are urged to "beat the boys," or, "we don’t want 

class A to get ahead of us." This blossoms and blooms when adults 

are grouped into bands and extensive goal charts show "who is ahead!"

This is not the right appeal to personal giving.

Another device used successfully in the promotion of church \
j

periodical subscriptions is the appeal to the reward motive. The
■

rewards vary from bookmarks to cameras, but they all appeal to that ?
' > 4 ^greatest of human desires— to get something for nothing! Bonuses 

and rewards probably have their rightful place in the tarnished 

methods of the business world— but they certainly have no place 

as a substitute for Christian training and education.
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There are many projects used to raise money which have their 

legitimate place in the church— provided they are employed in 

addition to, and not in substitution for personal sacrifice. For 

example.

One small congregation planted a crop of oats on donated 

ground, another, a field of potatoes. From the sale of these prod

ucts they were able to carry on the various extensive church and 

school programs which, in spite of great personal sacrifice, was 

impossible— due to economic conditions. But, notice this was in 

addition to, not in substitution for— personal giving. Certainly 

the wise investment of the Lord's goods which will bring increased 

funds into His treasury is not to be condemned, but rarely is this 

investment in addition to personal sacrifice. This is a great 

danger to practical Christianity.

It is impossible for the church to carry on her appointed 

work if selfishness darkens her vision. Great care must be exer

cised that nothing in the church program will be a contributive

factor to this blight.





CHAPTER V II

WHEN GOD HAS A PLAN

Human plans are controlled by, and limited to, the estimated 

available resources of time, ability, and money. God’s plans are 

not subject to this control or limitation, but this human view

point many times limits or stifles them. Financial and other diffi

culties may arise like great stone walls. Man becomes fearful and 

is afraid to move forward, not realizing that these very difficulties 

have been permitted that he may develop faith and total dependence 

upon God.

God has never given man a plan that appeared possible from 

a human point of view. But when God gives man a plan, four things 

are certain:

1. He gives definite instructions how it is to be carried out.

2. He selects the men and women, or man or woman, to do the 

work.

3. He will furnish the skills or talents needed for its 

success.

4. He has already provided the means for its accomplish

ment— BEFORE He assigns the task.

If it is God’s plan— it is only necessary to find out:

1. What God's instructions are.

2. To whom He has assigned the task.

3. What skills or talents it will require.

4. Where are the means that He has ALREADY provided.



* w •••

‘ f e . :>  i f 1 :'t  ' ;

- •> . . .

I ’/ : r '



36

When the children of Israel were brought out of Egypt, God 

knew that one day He would command them to build a sanctuary.

". . . That I may dwell among them." Ex. 25:8

When the day came for the construction of this magnificent 

building He gave Moses explicit directions in regard to its minutest 

detail of construction. Moses was even shown a pattern.

The Lord had plenty of people to do the work, but there was 

this problem. In the building of this edifice He needed men and 

women who could work in brass, silver, and gold— those who could 

embroider the intricate designs on the curtains and coverings—  

and men who were masters in carving and wood working. But these 

people were brick makers! And this building was not going to be 

constructed of bricks!

This posed no problem for God. He called Bezaleel, of the 

tribe of Judah, and told Moses:

"And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, 

and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner 

of workmanship, To devise cunning works, to work in gold, 

and in silver, and in brass, And in cutting of stones, to 

set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner 

of workmanship." Ex. 31: 3-5 

Then God called Aholiab, of the tribe of Dan, and said:

"And I, behold I, have given him Aholiab, . . . and in 

the hearts of all that are wise-hearted I have put wisdom, 

that they may make all that I have commanded thee." Ex. 31:6
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It is of interest to note that centuries later, when Solomon 

was constructing the temple at Jerusalem, he needed a man to direct 

the work who was a "cunning workman." He sent to Hiram, king of 

Tyre, for such a man, and Hurem, the son of a daughter of Dan, and 

a descendant of Aholiab, was sent for this work.

For some time the descendants of Bezaleel and Aholiab re

mained humble and unselfish, but gradually they began to ask higher 

wages because of their superior skills. Often they found employment 

in the surrounding heathen nations and " . . .  used their God-given 

skills in the service of heathen kings, and lent their talent to the 

perfecting of works which were a dishonor to their Maker." The 

record says that Solomon " . . .  could have looked to God in faith 

for consecrated helpers to whom would have been granted special 

skills for doing with exactness the work required."

Prophets and Kings, pp. 62,63

The influence of selfishness shown by Huram permeated the 

other workers and in the far-reaching effects of these influences 

may be traced one of the principle causes of the terrible apostacy 

of Solomon— who was once numbered among the wisest of mortals.

But let us return to the building of the tabernacle. It 

required costly materials for this building and the people had been 

slaves for nearly 150 years— with no wages and no savings. But 

God provided the means.

Just before leaving Egypt God instructed the people to "borrow" 

from the Egyptians some well deserved wages. He gave them favor in
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the eyes of the Egyptians and they brought with them all the material 

needed for the tabernacle. These were in their possession BEFORE He 

gave the command to commence the building!

When God's own Son came as a baby to this earth, his earthly 

father and mother were forced to flee to Egypt to escape the murder

ous designs of the wicked Herod. They needed money for this sojourn, 

but Joseph was a very poor man. God provided these funds through 

the gifts of the Magi. Long in advance of the actual need, God had 

impressed these men to commence their journey to Bethlehem so the 

funds would be available when required.

When Jesus was on earth, he no doubt foresaw the financial 

needs which would face the early church— but there is no record that 

He ever engaged in any form of fund-raising. One night a man named 

Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews, and very wealthy, came to Him ask

ing questions. Jesus didn't call his attention to the future finan

cial needs of His church— but He did discuss the profound doctrine 

of the new birth, the cleansing from sin, and the silent work of the 

Holy Spirit.

For three years Nicodemus hid these truths in his heart, and 

for three years there was no apparent change. But, after the Lord's 

ascension, when the need arose, he willingly joined the followers 

of Christ, and willingly furnished the means to carry forward the 

work of the gospel. He became poor in this world's goods, yet he 

never faltered in the faith which had its beginning at that night 

conference with Jesus. Once again God had made provision for the
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means needed before the need arose.

The question naturally arises, why is the church of today so 

often faced with a shortage of funds to carry on its appointed task? 

Did God make provision for the successful outreach of the church 

today? Do these four "certainties" so evident in God's plans of the 

past still apply?

THE PLAN— No one can question that He has given an abundance 

of instruction exactly how the last warning message to a dying world 

is to be carried out.

THE WORKERS— Every person who rejoices in the light of the 

third angel’s message is under obligation to become a faithful worker.

THE TALENTS— Whenever God has appointed man a work to do He 

has always endowed him with the faculties and talents to accomplish 

the task.

THE MONEY— God makes no requirement without making provision 

for its fulfillment. "In the tithe, with freewill gifts and offer

ings, He has made provision for His work. . . .  If the work be of 

God, He Himself will provide the means for its accomplishment. . . ." 

Desire of Ages, p. 371

The trouble arises when men appropriate to themselves that 

which belongs to God. Not only does the gospel work languish, but 

spiritual darkness settles on professed Christians and the light of 

the church grows very, very dim.

God has given a plan for giving the good news of salvation to
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the world. He will furnish men with everything they need to do a 

successful work. He has already provided for the means to carry 

out this assignment by blessing men with means. It only remains 

for His workers to move forward in faith. As they do— abundant 

resources will open before them.





CHAPTER V I I I

THE TITHE . . . TAX OR MIRACLE?

"I pay an honest tithe," said a young executive, seated in 

his paneled office, "but— as far as ITm concerned— tithing is just 

another income tax!"

This man, successful, respected, made no attempt to hide 

his religious beliefs from his business associates. He was vitally 

interested and involved in the affairs of his church. But although 

he was unquestionably honest in his convictions— he didn’t understand 

the basic foundation of Christianity . . . that everything he possessed 

belongs to God.

There must be many who, like this young business man, do not 

understand this principle, for a large number do not return to God 

any tithe— others tithe occasionally. Without doubt, these people 

are basically honest. They simply do not realize that in the tith

ing system rests the very foundation of Christian living.

This marvelous, living principle— ordained by God— is living 

proof that God is willing and eager to restore man to his first estate.

Far back in the dawn of history God said:

". . . Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 

over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over 

all the earth. . . . "  Gen. 1:26

It is thrilling to contemplate man’s exalted position. He 

was the only creature made in the image of God. His home was a place
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of surpassing beauty---a new world fresh from the hand of the creator 

. . . and as a birthday present, he was given complete control over 

this paradise.

The supreme honor bestowed by ancient monarchs on some favor

ite was to make them ruler over a third or even a half of their 

kingdoms. But God gave dominion of all this glorious world to this 

man which he had made. Man was to be God’s over-seer, responsible 

for everything that moved and grew upon the earth.

But man was also given the stewardship of restriction. God 

told him:

". . . Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 

shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 

thereof thou shalt surely die.” Gen. 2 :16,17

Here is ample proof that man was not given ownership of the 

world or the things in it. God reserved one tree for Himself and 

it was part of Adam’s responsibility to see that this tree was not 

touched.

It is easy to visualize Adam walking through the garden with 

one of his grandchildren one day— and as they passed this tree— to 

hear him say, ”Yes, honey, that is a pretty tree and the fruit is

lovely— but that is God's tree . . . don't touch it.”

But . . . one day the man and his wife did touch the fruit of

God’s tree . . . and they died! Oh, their physical bodies didn’t

really die for some years, but something inside this man and woman
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did die, right then— for they were afraid to face their maker when 

He came to visit them in the cool of the(morning). . . and they hid 

themselves.

This is always the result when one touches that which belongs 

only to God— something dies . . . something starts to die, deep 

down inside.

Adam's great sin was not that of eating the forbidden fruit—  

Adam rejected God's ownership, His sovereignty. And he lost his 

position as over-seer of this world.

Moses, looking into a future he could not share, told the 

Israelites that Caanan would be a land of brooks, fountains, wheat, 

barley, olives, and milk and honey. He said they would eat bread 

without scarceness and wouldn't lack a single thing. But, "Beware!" 

the old soldier said, "Beware that thou forget not."

He foresaw their real danger— not from their war-like neigh

bors, but from their prosperity. After they had eaten and were 

full; after they had built goodly houses; after their silver and 

their gold was multiplied and all they had was multiplied— there 

was this danger that they would forget . . . forget that it was God 

who loaned them all these bounties— and attribute all these things 

to their own power and might.

They were instructed to bring their tithes and freewill offer

ings to the yearly feasts. Each of these requirements was to prevent 

them from forgetting that God was the owner of their lands— to contin

ually impress upon their minds that they were only stewards and were
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totally dependent upon Him for the rains which fell, the fertility 

of the soil and their personal protection.

But there was a difference between the return of the tithes 

and the giving of freewill offerings. The first was a duty . . . 

the latter a. privilege. The tithe belonged to God . . . the offer

ings gave them an opportunity to express love and gratitude for 

their material possessions.

Even before a man returned the tithe he was to acknowledge 

that God was the owner of all and he was only the steward.

The first fruits of every product of his lands was presented 

as an indication that he recognized God as owner.

The priest set these before the altar of the Lord and the 

man was to make this statement:

". . . A  Syrian ready to perish was my father, and he went 

down into Egypt, and sojourned there with a few, and became there a 

nation, great, mighty and populous." Deut. 26:5

Then he recalled how God brought them out of this foreign 

land with a mighty hand and delivered them with signs and wonders.

He referred to the wonderful land in which he lived and said, "And 

now, behold, I have brought the first fruits of the land, which thou, 

0 Lord, hast given me. . . ." Deut. 26:10

But, before he could ask for God's continued blessings, he 

stated, (verse 13) " . . .  1 have brought away the hallowed things

out of mine house, . . . according to all the commandments which Thou 

hast commanded me. . . ." He stated that he had followed all the
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instruction and had not transgressed the commandments. Then he asked, 

(verse 15) "Look down from Thy holy habitation from heaven, and bless 

Thy people Israel, and the land which Thou hast given us, as Thou 

swarest unto our fathers, a land that floweth with milk and honey."

As long as Israel followed this instruction, they were an ob

ject lesson to the nations around them for their health and their 

prosperity. But when they forgot God, they assumed ownership . . . 

and forgot they were stewards. As stewards they could expect God’s 

prospering hand, but when they assumed ownership they relieved God 

of this responsibility.

Like Adam, they dared to touch that which belonged to God—  

and like Adam— death was the result . . . death spiritually and 

physically. Today they are an object lesson to the whole world . . . 

an object lesson of the results of disobedience— of unfaithful 

stewardship.

But let us return to the young man who considered the tithe 

as a tax. He was honest in his conviction— he just didn't under

stand a basic Christian principle. His honesty was demonstrated by 

the fact that he did return an exact ten percent of his profits to 

God. His face grew very serious as he asked, "Can you explain it 

to me?"

From my chair I could see the neon sign on the street, ad

vertising his business, with his name in script across the top.
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He seemed startled when I said, "In the first place, you 

don't own this business . . . God does. You are only the manager. 

God is responsible for the business— you are responsible for its 

efficient operation."

A smile slowly crossed his face as he said, "Go on."

"Maybe I can explain it this way," I replied, "Let's assume 

that I was qualified to operate this business and you took a liking 

to me.

nOne day you told me, I'm going to turn this business over 

to you. I'm going away and you can take care of it just as if it 

were your own. You can even put your name on the sign outside.

As far as the people in this town know . . . its your business.

Of course, it really won't be— because I will still own it— and 

might want it back sometime, but that is no problem now.

"Now, I'll tell you what I want you to do. At the close of 

every month, when you figure out the profits . . .  I want you to 

first write a check for exactly ten percent of the profits and send 

it to me. This is my share of the business as owner. As you write 

out this check each month, I am quite sure this will be a constant 

reminder that 1 still own the business— even though it may appear 

that you own it."

"Would you consider this ten percent unfair?" I asked. "Of 

course not!" he replied, "That would be little enough. After all,

I let you have nine-tenths of the profits for yourself."
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"What would you do if I decided after a time that I had to 

do all the work, assume all the responsibility— why should I send 

you ten percent of the profits— and decided to keep it for myself,"

I asked.

"I have news for you," he said, "youTd be out of business!"

"Now I see my problem," he concluded. "I guess I forgot that 

God does own this business. I guess I thought I owned it. No won

der the tithe seemed to me like a tax. Now I am thinking how small 

God's part is— in comparison to mine."

How small God's part is . . .  in comparison to mine! If 

we could only realize that everything we own— even our very lives 

are His. We only have these things— and our lives— in trust.

Mature reason would dictate that it is purest folly for a 

man to think he could own anything when he can't control his life 

span. Solomon came to this conclusion after enumerating his great 

possessions. He said it was folly. He realized that he had accu

mulated all these things just to leave it for a man who would come 

after him. And so it is today. The most any man can attempt is to 

clutch his possessions for a brief span . . .  a span as unpredictable 

as the morning mists.

But— under God's plan— man may become once more an important 

part in the great scheme of the universe. True, man lost his domin

ion over the world through transgression, but through the sacrifice 

of Christ on the cross, man may gain back that which was lost. God 

gives man possessions in t"t>̂ st, as a test, to see if he can be trusted
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with eternal riches.

Every man becomes another Adam, entrusted with certain respon

sibilities and certain restrictions. One of these is the tithe, which 

is just as sacred as the Sabbath, and just as vital. The return of 

the tithe to God cannot be through man's generosity. One can’t give 

something he never owned. It is a simple recognition on the part of 

a steward that all the goods he has are God's, and this portion is 

God's share— not to be withheld— not to be tampered with— not to be 

used even temporarily. To use the tithe temporarily signifies either 

that one is living above the means which God has allowed for his 

livelihood— or denies that God is able to make the nine-tenths capable 

of meeting his needs.

And here is the miracle of the tithe. God has promised that 

if we are faithful in this steward-owner relationship— the balance 

of our income will be sufficient for our needs. Notice, He did not 

say it would cover all our wants! For our wants usually far exceed 

our needs.

Paul cautioned young Timothy:

"But Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we 

brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we 

can carry nothing out. And having food and railment 

let us be therewith content." 1 Tim. 6:6—8

Yes, man is given dominion over the perishable goods of this

earth as a test. If faithful over these small things, it is his
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privilege to inherit eternal riches— riches of such magnitude that 

the mind of man is incapable of their comprehension.

The prophet Micah referred to this.

"And thou, 0 tower of the flock, the stronghold of the 

daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first 

dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of 

Jerusalem." Micah 4:8

John exclaimed:

"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 

upon us, that we should be called the sons of God!

. . . Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 

not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 

when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we 

shall see him as he is." 1 John 3:2,3

The tithe a tax? No! No! It is a miracle of God's mercy 

and goodness to us— for it is living proof that He has given us the 

opportunity to be His stewards . . . and not stewards only, but sons 

of God and heirs to His kingdom!





CHAPTER IX

DISINTERESTED BENEVOLENCE

"• . . The very best legacy which parents can leave their 

children is a knowledge of useful labor and the example 

of a life characterized by disinterested benevolence. . . ." 

Test., Vol. 3, p. 399

". . . Disinterested benevolence is very rare in this 

age of the world." Ibid., p . 516

Disinterested! A strange word— an intriguing one! The word 

immediately raises these questions; "Am I to have no interest in 

the objectives to which I contribute?" "Am I to throw my money to 

the winds, as it were, not caring where, when, or how it is used?"

On the contrary, disinterested benevolence will increase the 

interest of the giver in the projects to which he contributes be

cause it will free him from the selfish, human frailties which so 

often stifle generous giving.

Webster defines the term this way: "Not influenced by per

sonal interest or selfish motives." The key word is influenced.

The reason why disinterested benevolence is "very rare" in the world 

today is that personal interest and selfish motives form the basis 

for most giving and personal interest and selfish motives are sub

ject to human frailties and faults.

A lady resigned from a school board because of an official 

action which was not to her liking. It is immaterial whether the
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decision was right or wrong, or whether she took the right or wrong 

action in resigning. What is important is the act which accompanied 

it. To quote her words, "And I quit paying my pledge to the school, 

too!" This is the amazing by-product of the influence of personal 

interest in giving.

Without doubt she made this pledge believing that Christian 

education is important and with the desire to see some worthy boy 

or girl benefit from this Christ-centered schooling. But just as 

soon as her feelings were hurt she not only refused to have any

thing to do with the school, but quit paying her commitment as well.

Did her decision make Christian education any less important? 

Did the unfortunate boy or girl need less support now than previ

ously? No. This act hurt a number of people. It worked a hard

ship on the student who had been benefiting from her generous gift 

each month. It hurt the school which was having a difficult time 

making its income cover the costs, but it hurt the well-meaning 

lady most of all.

Soon she lost interest in the position she held in the church 

and was on the verge of resigning. She found herself toying with 

the idea of staying home from church. The bitterness in her heart 

was nourishing a cancer in her soul.

Oh, the devil is a clever one! He'll use any method to keep 

people from giving— or get them to stop giving. He isn't particular 

so long as the weeds of selfishness he sows in each heart will flour

ish and bear the fruits of bitterness, disunity, and self-interest.
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The road of "giving to things," instead of "giving to God" 

has many detours. So many church building programs have been weak

ened or stifled because, "They didn't build it the way _I wanted it!"—

"I_ won't give if Brother you-know-who is on the building committee!"—

"If they put the church on that lot 1 won't put in a dime!"— "I don't 

want anyone telling me what _I have to give!"— ad infinitum. There 

are too many "if's" in giving to things— too much self-interest.

On the other hand, disinterested benevolence stems from a 

genuine love for God and His gift to humanity. It is not affected 

by circumstances. It is not subject to the wise or unwise use of the 

funds given, or by the success or failure of the project. Disinterested 

benevolence permits the donor to give willingly to a_ project with which 

he may not be totally in accord.

". . . They should also feel it a solemn duty to illustrate in 

their characters the teachings of Christ, being at peace one with 

another and moving in perfect harmony as an undivided whole.

They should defer their individual judgment to the judgment of the 

body of the church." Test., Vol. 4, p . 18

It allows one to give to an activity which may not be operating 

entirely to the donor's personal satisfaction. In brief, it never allows 

personal feelings to stifle or diminish the gift. This is giving to 

God— not giving to things.

". . . Even though the means thus consecrated be misapplied,

so that it does not accomplish the object which the donor 

had in view,— the glory of God and the salvation of souls,—
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those who made the sacrifice in sincerity of soul, with an 

eye single to the glory of God, will not lose their reward." 

Test., Vol. 2, p . 519

Jesus is the perfect example. ". . . His life was without 

selfish interest, but ever marked with disinterested benevolence." 

Early Writings, p. 269

No one has ever been as vitally interested in the objects of 

His sacrifice as He was— and still, His gift was never marred by the 

scorn, the abuse, or the unbelief of those whom He came to save. 

Truly, this is the supreme example of a life without "selfish in

terest." To Him, the objective was more important than the sacri

fice— the lives of men and women of more value than His own life. 

This is the key to disinterested benevolence. One must consider 

the object to which he gives of far more importance than the gift.

Every gift should be measured by the unfathomable Gift of 

heaven. The greatest offering one could make would then appear as 

nothing in comparison.

". . . How vain the endeavor to measure with mathematical

rules, time, money, and love, against a love and sacrifice 

that is measureless and incomputable. . . . "

Test., Vol. 4 , p. 119

If the Christian can catch a glimpse of God’s love— then 

self-interest and selfish motives will disappear— lost in awe and 

the wonder of it all. Giving would be to Him not to things. This 

is disinterested benevolence— the object of the gift being of in

finitely more value than the gift.





CHAPTER X

WHAT IS MY POTENTIAL?

The remark is frequently heard, "I wish I had lots of money 

so I could make really large gifts to the church."

It is difficult to evaluate this statement. Does the per

son wish to have lots of money— or does he wish to have lots of 

money so he could make large gifts? How much money would he con

sider "large" or "enough" in order to make such gifts?

During a catastrophe a lady lost some of her possessions 

and was taking money from a relief agency when she had over one 

hundred thousand dollars in the bank! She didn’t consider this 

sum "enough."

If a person were to come into possession of a large sum 

of money, would he make these wishful offerings? The odds are 

against it.

" . . .  many, when they begin to gather earthly riches, 

commence to calculate how long it will be before they 

can be in possession of a certain sum. In their anxiety

to amass wealth for themselves they fail to become rich
1

toward God. Their benevolence does not keep pace with 

their accumulation. . . . God has tested some of these 

by giving them riches; but with the riches came the fiercer 

temptation, and their benevolence was far less than in the 

days of their poverty. . . ." Test., Vol. 3, p . 403
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So perhaps the desire for "lots of money" is a dangerous one. 

But the desire to give more than appears possible is a good one if 

it stems from a loving heart and with an "eye single to the glory 

of God." Therefore, it is important that one consider the question, 

"What is my potential?" Should my potential be based on my present 

income plus the savings I may have accumulated? The answer limited 

by the human viewpoint would be "yes". But from God’s viewpoint the 

answer could be"no!" The potential of an individual can only be 

measured by the amount of goods with which the Lord can trust him!

In the first place, it doesn’t take very much potential for 

God to do some wonderful things. A little boy’s lunch was the po

tential for a feast for five thousand men, not counting women and 

children. Just enough meal and oil for two little cakes was the 

potential which fed Elijah and the widow of Zerephath, with her 

family, for "many days". Three hundred men, armed with pitchers, 

candles and trumpets were the potential which Gideon had when the 

Lord decided it was time to rid Israel of the mighty armies of the 

Midianites. Jonathan recognized this fact when he and his armor- 

bearer invaded the garrison of the Philistines, for he said:

" . . .  there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by 

few." 1 Sam. 14:6

Today it requires vast sums of money to carry on the great 

gospel commission, and it is a God-given desire which prompts the 

honest heart with the wish to give more than appears possible.
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No Bible student questions God’s mighty works of the past, but the 

question arises in our practical-thinking minds, "Will He do them 

today?"

There were just a few women and two or three men in the church. 

They met first in one home then another for services, but there 

burned in their hearts the desire for a "real" church.

They started to save their "littles" until they were able to 

purchase a lot. After they had saved another sum they planned to dig 

the basement, cement the floor and walls, place the floor joists, lay 

the sub-floor, cover it with waterproof paper— and worship in it 

until they could raise enough money to continue construction.

The work progressed as planned and one day one of the ladies 

was sent to the lumber yard to purchase tar paper to cover the sub

floor. The owner questioned her about the plans for the building 

and asked her how many bricks it would take to complete the walls.

She secured this information, and the next morning the bricks were 

on the site!

Another yard furnished the ceiling joists— then came rafters 

and sheeting and roofing material. As soon as materials were needed 

they appeared miraculously on the site. Neighbors assisted in the 

construction.

How elated the little company was when the building was this 

near completion. They planned to put in some heating arrangement, 

cover the windows with heavy paper and worship God upstairs. But 

before they could secure the paper— the windows arrived!
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The first Sabbath they worshipped in this little church they 

unlocked the front door and walked in on hardwood floors and sat in 

regular pews! This was God’s house— and He isn’t accustomed to living 

in a basement!

"But man’s extremity is God’s opportunity."

Acts of the Apostles, p♦ 146

The difficulty with most folk today is that they do not move 

out in faith to the point where God can "take over." Some one has 

facetiously said if modern Israel faced the crossing of the Jordan 

they wouldn’t move until a bridge was constructed and tested by 

the department of safety engineers. But this isn’t quite true, for 

there are many in modern Israel who are moving out in faith— and 

realizing God's blessings.

She was very old— eighty-plus,— and having a hard time exist

ing on the small pension she received. She listened to a stewardship 

pastor talking on the subject of potential. She thought, "He isn’t 

talking to me; I am sure of this— for I am old and have hardly any 

money at all. No, I am sure he isn’t talking to me."

But the thought persisted in her mind, "Do I really have more 

potential than this little amount that barely covers my rent, food, 

and so little more?” The more she thought of it the more she prayed 

that God would tell her if this was true.

Then one day she made her decision. She made a commitment

to the church of_ two dollars per week! No one in the church knew 

the story until one year later when she related it at camp meeting.
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She said that every week she had been able to place the two 

dollars in the envelope. Each week she eagerly waited to see how 

God was going to furnish this amount which her limited income made 

impossible. Every week He made it possible— and in some marvelous 

ways. She concluded with these words, "For the first time in the 

fifty years I have been a church member I_ know what it means to be 

_a real Christian. For the first time I know what faith really is.

For the first time I know what it means to live so close to God 

that I can talk with Him as a friend. This, she added, "This is 

the first time since my husband died many years ago that I have had 

no financial difficulty. My every need has been taken care of by God." 

Notice these promises:

"There is no limit to the blessings that it is our privilege 

to receive." Our High Calling, p . 196 

"Give what you can now, and as you cooperate with Christ, 

your hand will open to impart still more. And God will 

refill your hand. . . . "  Ibid., p . 199 

"The more we bring to God’s treasure house, the more we shall 

have to bring; for He will open ways before us, increasing 

our substance. . . . "  Ibid., p. 197 

The key to potential is obedience. IF I follow God’s plans 

implicitly— IF I live so He can prosper me— IF I join with Him in a 

partnership relation'— then I can expect that He will trust me with all 

the goods I am capable of managing— and with this I am to be content.

This is my potential!





CHAPTER X I

FORMULA FOR CHRISTIAN GIVING

Often the statement is made that Christians are such poor 

people. If they are a poor people— there must be something wrong 

with their religion— for God certainly never intended this to be 

so. He promised ancient Israel spiritual, healthful, and material 

prosperity _if they would obey His commandments. God has not changed. 

"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever."

(Hebrews 13:8) If the church today fulfills the same requirements 

it can expect the same blessings.

It is also certain that God never gave His remnant church 

the prodigious task of warning a perishing world— then left it with

out the necessary funds to do the work. Something must be wrong 

in this "poverty" thinking.

This feeling of poverty is a relative thing and usually has 

its roots in the desire for "things" which one cannot afford. This 

identical feeling is felt by rich and poor alike for the human heart 

is never satisfied. Living in a materialistic age, when the danger 

exists that a desire for things may take complete possession of the 

senses, many people find themselves "scraping the bottom of the 

barrel" of their incomes trying to obtain and maintain these things, 

many of which are non-essential items.

Unfortunately, everyone is bombarded day by day with thousands 

of advertising "pitches" as the manufacturer and advertiser try to
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instill in their minds the fallacious idea that the possession of 

"things" will bring complete and lasting happiness. Unfortunately 

many otherwise sane, thinking people trip over this snare. The 

results are moral and spiritual deterioration. As the urge for 

self-seeking grows stronger the spiritual and financial climate of 

the church also grows . . . weaker.

The apostle Paul said the fruits of the spirit are joy, 

love, and peace— but too many Christians try to buy these— when they 

are the free gifts of God.

Jesus warned of the "lust" of other things, "the deceitful

ness of riches," and "the cares of this world." He said if one 

would make the kingdom of heaven his first consideration— all the 

needed things would be provided by a loving heavenly Father.

But, because of a lack of faith in God, many churches find 

themselves in a dilemma— their programs greatly curtailed because 

of financial distress. The actual problem as pointed out earlier 

in this book is not a financial one, but a need of spiritual re

vival. The disease of selfishness can be cured by the antibiotics 

of faith and trust in God.

Many Christians, honest in their convictions, still find it 

difficult to make a practical application of the principles of 

faithful stewardship. There are some guide-lines which may aid in 

this application.

First, before even considering the offering of freewill gifts,
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the faithful steward will accurately compute God’s share— the tithe—  

and place it in the treasury of the church as God has directed.

The tithe is no indication of generosity, and is not to be 

considered as a gift. It is an obligation— a business transaction—  

a part of the steward’s partnership with God. God owns everything, 

and payment of the tithe is a recognition of this fact.

After the tithe has been set aside the steward has opportu

nity to give offerings of gratitude and thanksgiving to God for the 

continual blessings he receives. God will accept these gifts . . .

if they come from a heart filled with love and gratitude.

In the case of freewill offerings, most church members have 

been fed on a diet of "equal giving". For example:

If there is a need for one thousand dollars for some particu

lar project in the church and the membership consists of one hundred 

the usual procedure is to divide the thousand by the hundred and 

announce an individual goal of ten dollars. But this is equal giving. 

True, there are members in each communion who would find this sum 

very small indeed, but others might be financially unable to meet it.

The damaging effect of this procedure is that those who are 

capable of a much greater gift actually feel they have "done their 

part", and may even find fault with those who are incapable of meeting 

this commitment.

It also discourages those with a low potential. Some have indi

cated that they did not feel entitled to a full voice in the congregation 

because they were unable to meet the suggested church goals.
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Jesus called attention to the poor widow who cast her two 

mites into the temple treasury chest. He did not want his disciples 

to measure the gift by its size, but rather by the degree of sacrifice 

which it represented.

A Christian steward, if he follows the divine plan, will measure 

his gift by comparing it with that which he has left. This raises the 

question, "Am I giving enough?"

By the appearance of some collection plates with their nickels, 

dimes, and pennies— it would appear that some, at least, regard the 

offerings as some sort of heavenly sales tax. It may be asked if this 

"small change" is an indication of the values placed on fellowship with 

God. It should ever be borne in mind that God isn’t looking for tax 

payers, but investors! The one who expects large returns from his in

vestments— makes large investments.

In earthly business transactions, men often borrow heavily to 

invest in projects that promise large returns. God promises eternal 

dividends of such magnitude that the mind of man is incapable of 

comprehension. Surely, with this thought in mind, the giver will 

give all he can and wish he might do more.

Many offerings are the result of pressure or emotional appeals. 

These are in no wise acceptable to God, who "loveth a cheerful giver." 

This is a dangerous course for the Christian steward to follow. He 

should give regularly, systematically, and at stated times. He should 

be as methodical in his transactions with God as he would be with a 

banker— or the man from whom he buys a car. In the business world one
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does not "give when I am able", "what I can", or "when I am impressed!"

A church elder, assigned the part in taking up the offering, 

called for the deacons to stand— read a text— then gave the offertory- 

prayer. In this he said, "Lord, bless those who give and those who 

can not give."

No doubt his intentions were good, but there is no such person 

as "those who cannot give." Every man is a steward of God— capable 

of giving something back to the Master in grateful love.

She was an invalid. The pittance she received from the state 

each month went to the nursing home x^here she was bed-fast. She 

was told of the plans the church had for the construction of a more 

representative place for worship. She had an intense desire to 

assist in building a house for the God she served— but she had 

absolutely no money.

And still— she contacted the pastor and told him that she 

wanted to make a pledge of fifty cents each week. She prayed that God 

would make it possible.

Every week, without exception, she sent the fifty cents, to be 

placed in the building fund. Somehow, each week, as relatives and 

friends dropped by to visit— they left this sum.

Then one day she received an unexpected letter and in it was a 

check for about ninety dollars! This x̂ as a fortune to her! She was 

so happy! She took out money for her tithe and some for other offer

ings— then sent seventy five dollars to the building fund! This was
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the exact amount of her three year commitment. She explained that 

she wanted to be sure she could keep her desired obligation. But 

she continued her fifty cent per week contributions! "Those who 

cannot give?"

There are two definite rules if one is to receive the blessing

of God.

First: Live so God can bless. Cherishing sin cuts off

communication with heaven and God’s blessings.

Second; God must come first. If we take care of our own 

needs first and He gets just what is left over—  

just the residue— there won’t be very much left.

In the days of Haggai, the prophet, God said they 

earned money to put in ”a bag with holes". Haggai 1:9 

He said that when they brought it home "he did blow 

upon it." If God is first in the life— one must be 

content with the amount with which God can trust him.

REMEMBER: This is God’s way:

GIVE GOD . . . THE FIRST FRUITS

AS HE HAS PROSPERED YOU 

REGULARLY AND SYSTEMATICALLY 

WITH A WILLING HEART.
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CHAPTER X I I

THE TRUE MOTIVE IN GIVING

The; merit of the objective or the urgency of the need should 

not be the motive for Christian benevolence. Love for God and for 

man whom He died to save is the energizing force behind true giving. 

This statement may come as a distinct shock to many who have followed 

a life time of "emergency giving", or "giving to good causes". Too 

often these are the motives appealed to when raising funds to meet 

church needs, but they are not the motives which should actuate the 

Christian in his stewardship relation to God.

Appealing to these human impulses opens the door to a host of 

"unscriptural" methods which leave the givers spiritually destitute. 

Such activities as fund-raising dinners, candy sales, film programs, 

etc., may finance many church programs, but they actually contribute 

to the selfish instincts of the members.

The fact that there are financial "emergencies" in most 

churches is proof enough that the members are not following the in

spired instruction. ". . .If professing Christians would faithfully 

bring to God their tithes and offerings, His treasury would be full. . 

Acts of the Apostles, p. 338

It would appear that a lack of love for God and an overwhelm

ing love for self causes these professed Christians to withhold their 

tithes and freewill gifts.

Giving results from two motives— either unselfish love, or the
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hope of some personal reward. The gifts exchanged between two lovers 

may serve as an example of unselfish devotion. On the other hand, 

many gifts are not gifts at all, but a means to an end. They may be 

given to promote, to influence, to placate, or to bribe. There are 

times when they are the result of a feeling of obligation, or pres

sure, and therefore the motive is not a pure one.

True love is the only genuine motive for giving. "For God so 

loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son . . . ." Jn. 3:16 

Note carefully that this text does not say that the world 

merited this gift— that it was a good cause. Certainly this sin- 

cursed place has no merit. Neither does it say that He gave His Son 

because the world was in such a mess. It does say that God SO LOVED 

the world that He gave. This is the pure motive for giving.

"Love must be the principle of action. Love is the under

lying principle of God's government in heaven and earth, 

and it must be the foundation of the Christian character.

. . . And love will be revealed in sacrifice. . . . This 

is the religion of Christ. . . . "  Counsels on Stewardship, p . 197 

The motive in giving is important, for to give from the wrong 

impulse strengthens selfishness. It is also extremely important be

cause God measures the gift by the motive of the giver.

"The offering from the heart that loves, God delights to 

honor, giving it highest efficiency in service for Him.

If we have given our hearts to Jesus, we also shall bring 

our gifts to Him. . . . "  Desire of the Ages, p. 65
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A Stewardship Guidance Program was being conducted in a church 

following the close of an evangelistic series. Approximately thirty 

five people were in the baptismal classes— not members of the church—  

therefore not included in the program.

One after another, these prospective members called the pastor 

to inquire if one had to be a member in order to have a part. The 

pastor visited these people (at their request) and every one of them 

made commitments. The visitation of the regular membership did not 

yield this same percentage of participation. Why? Because these 

new converts were enjoying the thrilling experience of a ’’first love” 

and were anxious to give an expression of this love. As love for God 

diminishes and selfishness tightens its grasp on the soul— there is a 

reluctance to give.

The only answer to this dilemma is to focus the eyes upon Jesus 

and His sacrifice. As the light of the cross illumines the soul, sel

fishness will loosen its icy grasp and the heart will burst open in 

gratitude. A person thus enlightened does not have to be urged to 

give to things— he looks for things to give to!

A man who had just celebrated his birthday made a mental note 

to put his ’’dollar” in the birthday offering the following Sabbath. 

Slowly, across the screen of his memory, moved the many years of his 

life. He remembered how God had prospered him, how God had given him 

health, the numerous times God had preserved his life when death 

brushed by— only inches away. He looked at his good clothes, thought 

of his home and family. Suddenly he felt so grateful that the thought
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of a dollar offering seemed almost an insult, so he decided he would 

make a gift of one dollar for each year of his life.

Following this decision he looked for some outstanding oppor

tunity for this donation of love. He was directed to a project which 

not only presented a wonderful opportunity, but an urgent need, and 

here he placed it. The merit of the object nor the urgency of the 

need had anything to do with his motive for giving— because the gift 

was already made before the objective was sought! This is giving 

to God.

. . True Christian benevolence springs from the principle 

of grateful love. Love to Christ cannot exist without 

corresponding love to those whom He came into the world to 

redeem. Love to Christ must be the ruling principle of the 

being, controlling all the emotions and directing all the 

energies. . . . When this is the case, no heart-stirring 

appeals will be needed to break through their selfishness 

and awaken their dormant sympathies, to call forth benevolent 

offerings for the precious cause of truth.” Test., Vol. 3, p . 396 

This basic motive for Christian giving does not negate those 

instances when a person makes an immediate decision to give to some 

worthy project which may be called to his attention. Although it is 

an "unwise and dangerous course" to follow the practice of giving 

only when the emotions or feelings are moved, (see C. S., p. 25) the 

true concept of giving from genuine love will lead the Christian to 

give spontaneously when some "golden opportunity" presents itself.
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Actually this principle is responsible for the act.

The Christian steward will give with the same regularity as 

he receives God's blessings. He will not need to be "urged" or 

"begged", he will give willingly, continually, and eagerly. As his 

heart expands with love for God and as he shares this love with his 

fellow men, God will fill his heart until it is completely free of 

earthliness and blends with the divine.




