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FOREWORD
The purpose behind the book, Life Principles, is the discovery of 
principles found in God’s Word and the Spirit of Prophecy.
These principles cover a broad range of subjects and are 
related to what we think of today as total life stewardship.

Stewardship principles are like an immense treasure—like that 
treasure in Matthew 13:44. When a man finds it, he is so excited 
with the discovery that he sells everything to buy that field—and 
get the treasure too!

This search and discovery of stewardship-related principles 
brings great joy! These practical principles produce new life and 
provide a basis for understanding the dynamic and personal 
relationship between God as Creator and Redeemer, and man as 
God’s agent or steward.

Stewardship principles help to clarify the real issues of life, 
especially our attitudes. They assist us in evaluating our motives 
and habits the way God does. These principles help us sort right 
from wrong within our inner feelings, our priorities and our 
practices.

Stewardship principles also help the sincere Christian to reflect 
Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness, and to cooperate with the Holy 
Spirit in the development of a Godly character. “Character is 
formed by habits” (E.G. White, Review and Herald, June 29, 
1887). And Godly habits are the product of a righteous character, 
which God preserves for eternity.

We are grateful for Counsels on Stewardship, published in 1940. 
And we recognize that much has transpired since then! The 
Department of Stewardship was bom in 1967 to help meet the 
needs of a growing, expanding church. (Currently Stewardship 
Ministries is a part of the Department of Church Ministries.) 
Today, most Seventh-day Adventists live outside of North 
America. Only a small segment of these have access to the 
writings of Ellen G. White, God’s special messenger to the 
Remnant Church. This explains the urgent need for these brief, 
inspired statements, uncovering the treasury of vital principles 
found in total life stewardship.



God’s modern-day prophet affirms that: “Different periods in the 
history of the church have each been marked by the development 
of some special truth, adapted to the necessities of God’s people at 
that time’’ (The Great Controversy, p. 609). She predicts also that: 
“Great truths that have lain unheeded and unseen since the day of 
Pentecost, are to shine from God’s Word in their native purity”
(Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 473). We believe 
stewardship principles are among these!

Today, God, through the prophet Malachi, invites modem 
Israelites to exchange their polluted garments of self-seeking, then- 
endless roimds of religious ceremonies, for the fervent heat of an 
empowered people who are eagerly preparing for their Lord’s 
soon return. And God has a Book of Remembrance in which He 
records the devoted service of His faithful remnant!

Then those who feared the Lord talked with each 
other, and the Lord listened and heard. A scroll of 
remembrance was written in his presence concerning 
those who feared the Lord and honored his name.

“They shall be Mine,” says the Lord Almighty, “in the 
day when I make up my treasured possession. I will 
spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son 
who serves him. And you will again see the distinction 
between the righteous and the wicked, between those 
who serve God and those who do not.”

(Mai. 3:16-18 NIV)

The General Conference Stewardship Ministries staff, together 
with pioneer stewardship educator Mel Rees, have diligently 
researched Bible and Spirit of Prophecy references, looking for 
lessons of practical godliness. Because we recognize the 
limitations of such a small volume, we recommend that our 
readers continue the search for additional statements of principles 
to be added to these inspired references.

May God multiply His blessings on His faithful stewards of these 
last days, who believe, practice and teach total life stewardship.

Don E. Crane, Life Principles Coordinator
Co-Director, Stewardship Ministries
General Conference Department of Church Ministries
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ACCEPTABLE SERVICE
(Texts: Ps. 1:1,2; Ps. 119:2; Isa. 1:19; Ps. 19; 14; 1 Peter 2:5; 
Rom. 12:1,2, 9-11; Eph. 6:6, 7.)

1 UNSELFISH DEVOTION—Unselfish devotion and a 
spirit of sacrifice have always been and always will be the 
first requisite of acceptable service. PP 45

2 ACCEPTS RESPONSIBILITY—A man will gain power 
and efficiency as he accepts the responsibilities that God 
places upon him, and with his whole soul seeks to qualify 
himself to bear them aright. PP 255

3 WEAKNESS—The fact that a man feels his weakness, 
is at least some evidence that he realizes the magnitude of the 
work appointed him, and that he will make God his counselor 
and strength. PP 255

4 OBEDIENT TO DIVINE LAW—He who approaches 
nearest to obedience to the divine law will be of the most 
service to God. IHP 287

ACCOUNTABILITY
(Texts: Gen. 39:8, 9; Ezra 8:24-34; Luke 12:42-44; 16:1, 2; 1 
Cor. 4:1, 2; Rom. 14:11, 12.)

1 JUDGMENT—In the judgment the use made of every 
talent will be scrutinized. How have we employed the capital 
lent us of Heaven? GC 487

2 INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY—We have an 
individual accountability before the heavenly universe, to 
administer the trust committed us of God. TM 362

3 ALL WE POSSESS—Some think that only a portion of 
their means is the Lord’s. When they have set apart a portion 
for religious and charitable purposes, they regard the 
remainder as their own, to be used as they see fit. But in this 
they [make a] mistake. All we possess is the Lord’s and we 
are accountable to Him for the use we make of it. COL 351
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4 SUCCESSFUL STEWARDS—That which lies at the
foundation of business integrity and of true success is the 
recognition of God’s ownership. The Creator of all things, He 
is the original proprietor. We are His stewards. All that we 
have is a trust from Him, to be used according to His 
direction. AH 367

5 HOW WE USE MONEY—All we possess is the Lord’s,
and we are accountable to Him for the use we make of it. In 
the use of every penny, it will be seen whether we love God 
supremely and our neighbor as ourselves. COL 351

6 POSSESSIONS IN TRUST—Money is not ours; houses
and grounds, pictures and furniture, garments and luxuries, do 
not belong to us. We are pilgrims, we are strangers. We have 
only a grant of those things that are necessary for health and 
life .. . .  Our temporal blessings are given us in trust, to prove 
whether we can be entrusted with eternal riches. AH 367

7 ANGEL RECORDS—I was shown that the recording
angel makes a faithful record of every offering dedicated to 
God and put into the treasury, and also of the final result of 
the means thus bestowed. The eye of God takes cognizance of
every farthing devoted to His cause___Those who have
made a wrong use of means dedicated to God will be required 
to give an account of their stewardship. 2T 518, 519

8 TRUE AND FAITHFUL TITHING—We are to strike 
true and faithful figures in tithing, and then say to the Lord, I 
have done as Thou hast commanded me. TMK 221

BENEVOLENCE
(Texts: Matt. 5:43-48; John 15:12,13; 2 Cor. 8:7-9; Phil. 2:5- 
8; 1 Cor. 13:4-7; 1 John 4:7,11; 1 Cor. 16:2.)

1 FOUNDATION—Benevolence is the very foundation of 
the universe. SKP 175

2 PLAN OF SALVATION—He has arranged the plan of 
salvation so that it begins and ends in benevolence. 3T 548



3 SIDE BY SIDE—Benevolence is placed by the side 
of faith, love, and Christian diligence. 3T 393

4 PREVENTS COVETOUSNESS—The system of 
benevolence was arranged to prevent that great evil, 
covetousness. 3T 547

5 EXERCISE STRENGTHENS—By exercise, 
benevolence constantly enlarges and strengthens, until it 
becomes a principle and reigns in the soul. 3T 548, 549

6 VOLUNTARY—God designs that the exercise of
benevolence shall be purely voluntary, not having recourse 
even to eloquent appeals to excite sympathy. 3T 413

7 PLACE OBJECTS BEFORE THEM—Objects that call 
benevolence into action must be placed before them, or they 
cannot pattern after the character of the great Exemplar. CS 15

8 TRANSFORMS SPIRITUAL LIFE—Practical 
benevolence will give spiritual life to thousands of nominal 
professors of the truth who now mourn over their darkness. It 
will transform them from selfish, covetous worshipers of 
mammon to earnest, faithful co-workers with Christ in the 
salvation of sinners. 3T 387

9 BEST LEGACY FOR CHILDREN—The very best
legacy which parents can leave their children is a knowledge 
of useful labor and the example of a life characterized by 
disinterested benevolence. 3T 399

SYSTEMATIC

1 DEVISED BY JESUS—It was by the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, who gave His life for the life of the world, that this 
plan for systematic giving was devised. CS 66

2 PLANNED BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT—The plan of 
systematic benevolence is pleasing to God. I was pointed back 
to the days of the apostles, and saw that God laid the plan by 
the descent of His Holy Spirit, and that by the gift of prophecy 
He counseled His people in regard to a system of 
benevolence. IT 190
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3 CORINTHIAN CHURCH—In His first letter to the church 
at Corinth, Paul gave the believers instruction regarding the 
general principles underlying the support of God’s work on 
earth. A A 335

4 THE APOSTOLIC RULE—God has devised a plan by 
which all may give as He has prospered them, and which will 
make giving a habit without waiting for special calls.. . .  Until 
all shall carry out the plan of systematic benevolence, there will 
be a failure in coming up to the apostolic rule. 3T 411

5 NOT THRILLING APPEALS—Followers of Christ should 
not wait for thrilling missionary appeals to rouse them to action. 
If spiritually awake, they would hear in the income of every 
week, whether much or little, the voice of God and of 
conscience, with authority demanding the tithes and offerings 
due the lord. 4T 474

6 HABIT AND DUTY—The Lord requires gifts to be made 
at stated times, being so arranged that giving will become a habit 
and benevolence be felt to be a Christian duty. The heart, opened 
by one gift, is not to have time to become selfishly cold and to 
close before the next is bestowed. 3T 393

7 FOLLOWING DIVINE ARRANGEMENTS—God desires 
all His stewards to be exact in following divine arrangements. 
They are not to offset the Lord’s plans by performing some deed 
of charity or giving some gift or some offering when or how 
they, the human agents, shall see fit. It is a very poor policy for 
men to seek to improve on God’s plan.. . .  God calls upon all to 
give their influence to His own arrangement. 9T 248

8 WEEKLY SERMON—What more appropriate time could 
be chosen for setting aside the tithe and presenting our offerings 
to God? On the Sabbath we have thought upon His goodness.
We have beheld His work in creation as an evidence of His 
power in redemption. Our hearts are filled with thankfulness for 
His great love. And now, before the toil of the week begins, we 
return to Him His own, and with it an offering to testify our 
gratitude. Thus our practice will be a weekly sermon, declaring 
that God is the possessor of all our property, and that He has 
made us stewards to use it to His glory. CS 80



9 BRINGS PROSPERITY—Whenever God’s people, in 
any period of the world, have cheerfully and willingly carried 
out His plan in systematic benevolence and in gifts and 
offerings, they have realized the standing promise that 
prosperity should attend all their labors just in proportion as 
they obeyed His requirements. 3T 395

10 MULTIPLICATION—As we work on the plan of 
addition, we shall find that God is working for us on the still 
broader plan of multiplication; for He says, “grace and peace 
be multiplied unto you.” RH 12/1/96

11 BENEVOLENCE LIKE LIFEBLOOD—The spiritual 
health and prosperity of the church is dependent in a great 
degree upon her systematic benevolence. It is like the 
lifeblood which must flow through the whole being, vitalizing 
every member of the body. 3T 405

12 RESULT IS CONSTANT SUPPLY OF INCOME—If 
the plan of systematic benevolence were adopted by every 
individual, and fully carried out, there would be a constant 
supply in the treasury. The income would flow in like a steady 
stream constantly supplied by overflowing springs of 
benevolence. 3T 389, 390

13 HEARTS TESTED—I saw that in the arrangement of 
systematic benevolence, hearts will be tested and proved. 
IT 221

14 RESULTS OF NEGLECT—There has been a neglect in 
the churches of keeping up the plan of Systematic 
Benevolence, and the result has been an impoverished 
treasury and backslidden church. 3T 409

15 NOT SYSTEMATIC COMPULSION—Systematic 
benevolence should not be made systematic compulsion. It is 
freewill offerings that are acceptable to God. True Christian 
benevolence springs from the principle of grateful love.
3T 396

BEN
EVO

LEN
CE



BO
D

Y

BODY
(Texts: 1 Cor. 12:27; 6:19; 3:9,16.)

1 GOD’S TEMPLE—From eternal ages it was God’s
purpose that every created being, from the bright and holy 
seraph to man, should be a temple for the indwelling of the 
Creator. Because of sin, humanity ceased to be a temple for
God-----But by the incarnation of the Son of God, the
purpose of Heaven is fulfilled. God dwells in humanity, and 
through saving grace the heart of man becomes again His 
temple. DA 161

2 PHYSICAL LAWS—God is as truly the author of
physical laws as He is author of the moral law. His law is 
written with His own finger upon every nerve, every muscle, 
every faculty, which has been entrusted to man. CD 17

3 STUDY HOW TO KEEP HEALTHY—To keep the
body in a healthy condition, in order that all parts of the living 
machinery may act harmoniously, should be a study of our 
life. CD 18

4 BUILDING CHARACTER—The body is a most 
important medium through which the mind and the soul are 
developed for the building of character. PK 488

5 HARMFUL PRACTICES—Every organ, every fiber of 
the being, is to be sacredly guarded from harmful practices. 
CD 19

6 ABUSE IS VIOLATION OF GOD’S LAW—Many 
seem to think that they have a right to treat their own bodies 
as they please, but they forget that their bodies are not their 
ow n.. . .  Every needless transgression of the laws which God 
has established in our being is virtually a violation of the law 
of God, and is as great a sin in the sight of Heaven as to break 
the Ten Commandments. CH 40

7 APPETITE—Those who are slaves to appetite will fail 
in perfecting Christian character. 3T 492



8 BELONGS TO GOD—Our very bodies are not our own, 
to treat as we please, to cripple by habits that lead to decay, 
making it impossible to render to God perfect service. Our 
lives and all our faculties belong to Him. CD 56

9 WRONG HABITS ROB GOD—By allowing ourselves 
to form wrong habits, by keeping late hours, by gratifying 
appetite at the expense of health, we lay the foundation for 
feebleness. By neglecting physical exercise, by overworking 
mind or body, we unbalance the nervous system. Those who 
thus shorten their lives and unfit themselves for service by 
disregarding nature’s laws, are guilty of robbery toward God. 
And they are robbing their fellow men also. COL 346

10 INTEMPERANCE—Through intemperance, Satan 
works to destroy the mental and moral powers that God gave 
to man as a priceless endowment. Thus it becomes impossible 
for men to appreciate things of eternal worth. Through sensual 
indulgence, Satan seeks to block from the soul every trace of 
likeness to God. DA 122

11 CARE—Let us take care that we do nothing which will 
weaken physical, mental, or spiritual healthfulness, for God 
will not accept a tainted, diseased, corrupted sacrifice. Care 
must be exercised in eating, in drinking, in dressing, and in 
working, lest we detract from our efficiency and fail of doing 
our most exalted work in the best manner, in order that the 
results of our labor may be as lasting as eternity. OHC 265

12 CONQUERORS—If Christians will keep the body in 
subjection and bring all their appetites and passions under the 
control of enlightened conscience . . .  they will have the 
blessing of physical and mental vigor. They will have moral 
power to engage in the warfare against Satan; and in the name 
of Him who conquered appetite in their behalf, they may be 
more than conquerors on their own account. Te 216
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BUSINESS
(Texts: Luke 2:49; Rom. 12:11; Prov. 31:10-30; Prov. 22:29; 
John 4:34.)

1 REPRESENT OUR LORD—The Christian in His
business life is to represent to the world the manner in which 
our Lord would conduct business enterprises. In every 
transaction He is to make it manifest that God is His teacher. 
“Holiness unto the Lord” is to be written upon daybooks and 
ledgers, on deeds, receipts, and bills of exchange. DA 556

2 EVERYDAY CHRISTIANITY—Christianity is not to be
merely paraded on the Sabbath and displayed in the sanctuary; 
it is for every day in the week and for every place. Its claims 
must be recognized and obeyed in the workshop, at home, and 
in business transactions with brethren and with the world.
4T 494

3 ALL RESPONSIBLE—When men of business, farmers, 
mechanics, merchants, lawyers, etc., become members of the 
church, they become servants of Christ; and although their 
talents may be entirely different, their responsibility to advance 
the cause of God by personal effort, and with their means, is no 
less than that which rests upon the minister. 4T 469

4 WHY DESIRE WEALTH—The only desire for worldly 
advantages should be that we may the better advance the cause 
of God. 5T204

5 DISPENSE AND GAIN—When Christians are controlled 
by the principles of heaven, they will dispense with one hand, 
while the other gains. This is the only rational and healthy 
position a Christian can occupy while having and still making 
money. 2T 240

6 AFFAIRS OF KINGDOM—When we devote ourselves to 
the affairs of the kingdom of God, He will mind our affairs. 
OHC 196

7 RULE OF CONDUCT—Say what you mean calmly,
move with consideration, and carry out what you say without 
deviation. AH 309



8 KNOW THEIR BUSINESS—Those who are faithful 
stewards of the Lord’s means will know just how their 
business stands, and, like wise men, they will be prepared for 
any emergency. 4T 482

9 PROPERTY BELONGS TO GOD—God is displeased 
with the slack, loose manner in which many of His professed 
people conduct their worldly business. They seem to have lost 
all sense of the fact that the property they are using belongs to 
God, and that they must render an account of their 
stewardship. IT 199

10 SATAN CONTROLS MATTERS—I was shown the 
awful fact that Satan and his angels have more to do with the 
management of the property of God’s professed people than 
the Lord has. Stewards of the last days are unwise. They 
suffer Satan to control their business matters, and get into his 
ranks what belongs to, and should be in, the cause of God.
IT 199,200

11 CHIEF PURSUIT OF LIFE—No place should be given 
to that distrust of God which leads us to make a preparation 
against future want the chief pursuit of life, as though our 
happiness consisted in these earthly things. TMK 232

12 SELFISH TRANSACTIONS—God will accept nothing 
in the line of gain that is brought into His treasury through
selfish transactions___Every sharp transaction, every attempt
to take advantage of a man who is under pressure of 
circumstances, every plan to purchase His land or property for 
a sum beneath its value, will not be acceptable to God, even 
though the money gained is made an offering to His cause.
CS 145

13 PERFECT INTEGRITY—The custom of overreaching 
in trade, which exists in the world, is no example for 
Christians. They should not deviate from perfect integrity, 
even in small matters. To sell an article for more than it is 
worth, taking advantage of the ignorance of purchasers, is 
fraud. Unlawful gains, petty tricks of trade, exaggeration, 
competition, underselling a brother who is seeking to pursue 
an honest business—these things are corrupting the purity of 
the church, and are ruinous to her spirituality. 4T 494
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14 TRY TOO HARD—We try too hard to take care of self 
ourselves. We are uneasy and greatly lack a firm trust in God. 
Many worry and work, contrive and plan, fearing they may 
suffer need. They cannot afford time to pray or to attend 
religious meetings and, in their care for themselves, leave no 
chance for God to care for them. And the Lord does not do 
much for them, for they give Him no opportunity. They do too 
much for themselves, and believe and trust God too little.
2T 196

10

15 DIFFICULTIES—You may be perplexed in business;
your prospects may grow darker and darker and you may be 
threatened with loss. But do not become discouraged; cast 
your care upon God and remain calm and cheerful. Begin 
every day with earnest prayer, not omitting to offer praise and 
thanksgiving. Ask for wisdom to manage your affairs with 
discretion and thus prevent loss and disaster. Do all you can 
on your part to bring about favorable results.. . .  When, 
relying upon your tried helper, you have done all you can, 
accept the result cheerfully. It will not always be gain from 
the worldling’s standpoint, but perhaps success might have 
been the worst thing for you. TMK 232

16 LOSSES—Frequently, the loss of earthly blessings 
teaches us more than their possession. OHC 327

17 PLANS FAIL—Our devised plans often fail that God’s 
plans for us may be a complete success. OHC 318

CHANNELS
(Texts: John 17:21; John 21:15-17; Acts 20:28; Eph. 3:7; 1 
Peter 4:10.)

1 PEOPLE OF GOD—The people of God . . .  are the 
channels through which He will communicate to an 
unbelieving world the knowledge of His will and the wonders 
of His grace. GAG 56

2 MY WITNESSES—You are to be My witnesses upon 
earth, channels through which My grace can flow for the 
healing of the world. DA 357



3 ENCIRCLED WITH GRACE—Christ desires by the 
fullness of His power so to strengthen His people that through 
them the whole world shall be encircled with an atmosphere 
of grace. When His people shall make a wholehearted 
surrender of themselves to God, this purpose will be 
accomplished. 7T 148

4 HEAVEN IS WAITING—All heaven is waiting for 
channels through which can be poured the holy oil to be a joy 
and blessing to human hearts. COL 419

5 INCREASE WITH USE—The more we use our 
knowledge and exercise our powers, the more knowledge and 
power we shall have.. . .  If we use our means for His glory, 
He will give us more. COL 354 IT
6 HEAVENLY GIFTS—As one imparts of the heavenly 
gifts, he makes room for fresh currents of grace and truth to 
flow into the soul from the living fountain. Greater light, 
increased knowledge and blessing, are his. In this work which 
devolves upon every church member, is the life and growth of 
the church. 6T 448

7 LIGHT AND WISDOM—Those who . . .  are constantly 
reaching higher and still higher, obtaining clearer views of 
God and of eternity . . .  the Lord makes them channels of light 
and wisdom to the world. 4T 624

8 HEAVEN’S BLESSINGS—If men will become 
channels through which heavens blessings can flow to others, 
the Lord will keep the channel supplied. CS 36

9 SPIRIT OF GOD—No amount of education, no 
advantages, however great, can make one a channel of light 
without the co-operation of the Spirit of God. The sowing of 
the gospel seed will not be a success unless the seed is 
quickened into life by the dew of heaven. DA 672
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CHARACTER
(Texts: Prov. 16:8; 20:7; Matt. 22:11-14; 1 Peter 2:5; 1 Peter 
1:3-8; Eph. 4:13; 2 Tim. 3:17.)

1 RESTORATION—It is the glory of the gospel that it is
founded upon the principle of restoring in the fallen race the 
divine image by a constant manifestation of benevolence.
CS 14

2 BEAR WITNESS—Let the purity of your language, the 
unselfishness of your service, the joyfulness of your 
demeanor, bear witness to the power of His grace.
MH 156

3 HABITS—Character is formed by habits. RH 6/29/97

4 DEVELOPMENT—God planned the system of 
beneficence, in order that man might become like his Creator, 
benevolent and unselfish in character, and finally be a 
partaker with Christ of the eternal, glorious reward. CS 15

5 NO PERFECTION WITHOUT SACRIFICE— 
Perfection of character cannot possibly be attained without 
self-sacrifice. 9T 53

6 SELF-DENIAL IS LORD’S PROCESS—It is for our
good that God has called us to practice self-denial for Christ’s 
sake, to bear the cross, to labor and sacrifice in seeking to 
save that which is lost. This is the Lord’s process of refining, 
purging away the baser material, that the precious traits of 
character which were in Christ Jesus, may appear in the 
believer. CS 165

7 GOD’S GIFTS EXALT MAN—He has placed means in
the hands of men, that His divine gifts may flow through 
human channels in doing the work appointed us in saving our 
fellow men. This is one of God’s ways of exalting man. It is 
just the work that man needs; for it will stir the deepest 
sympathies of his heart, and call into exercise the highest 
capabilities of the mind. CS 15



CHILDREN
(Texts: 3 John 1:4; Deut. 6:5-9; Prov. 29:15; 22:6.)

1 STEWARDSHIP—God has given to every child a
stewardship. CG 248

2 FAMILY CIRCLE—The family circle is the school in 
which the child receives its first and most enduring lessons. 
Hence parents should be much at home. By precept and 
example, they should teach their children the love and the fear 
of God; teach them to be intelligent, social, affectionate; to 
cultivate habits of industry, economy, and self-denial. By 
giving their children love, sympathy, and encouragement at 
home, parents may provide for them a safe and welcome 
retreat from many of the world’s temptations. FE 65

3 GIVE LOVE—Parents, give your children love: love in 
babyhood, love in childhood, love in youth. AH 196

4 IMITATE—Children imitate their parents, hence great
care should be taken to give them correct models. Parents who 
are kind and polite at home, while at the same time they are 
firm and decided, will see the same traits manifested in their 
children. If they are upright, honest, and honorable, then- 
children will be quite likely to resemble them in these 
particulars. If they reverence and worship God, their children, 
trained in the same way, will not forget to serve Him also. 
5T319, 320

5 PROPERTY OF JESUS CHRIST—Every child brought 
into the world is the property of Jesus Christ, and should be 
educated by precept and example to love and obey God; but 
by far the largest number of parents have neglected their God- 
given work, by failing to educate and train their children, from 
the first dawning of reason, to know and love Christ. AH 183

6 RESPECT LAW OF GOD—Every Christian home
should have rules:. . .  Teach the children and youth to respect 
themselves, to be true to God, true to principle; teach them to 
respect and obey the law of God. Then these principles will 
control their lives and will be carried out in their association 
with others. AH 305
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7 SABBATH PREPARATION—On Friday let the 
preparation for the Sabbath be completed. See that all the 
clothing is in readiness and that all the cooking is done. Let
the boots be blacked and the baths be taken___The Sabbath
is not to be given to the repairing of garments, to the cooking 
of food, to pleasure seeking, or to any other worldly 
employment. Before the setting of the sun let all secular work 
be laid aside and all secular papers be put out of sight. 
Parents, explain your work and its purpose to your children, 
and let them share in your preparation to keep the Sabbath 
according to the commandment. 6T 355, 356

14

8 TRAMPLE AUTHORITY—Every time you allow them
to trample on your authority, and their will to control yours, 
you are fostering a defect which will be carried with them into 
all their experience should they become religiously inclined, 
and will teach them to disregard and trample upon divine 
authority. 5T 323

9 HONOR THEIR PARENTS—The obligation resting 
upon children to honor their parents is of lifelong duration. If 
the parents are feeble and old, the affection and attention of 
the children should be bestowed in proportion to the need of 
father and mother.. . .  Our obligation to our parents never 
ceases. AH 360

10 POSITIONS OF TRUST—Teach your children to 
respect and honor the ones to whom God has shown respect 
and honor by placing them in positions of trust. 7 T 186

11 RESPECT HOUR OF PRAYER—Before leaving the 
house for labor, all the family shouid be called together; and 
the father, or the mother in the father’s absence, should plead
fervently with God to keep them through the day___Children
should be taught to respect and reverence the hour of 
prayer.. . .  It is the duty of Christian parents, morning and 
evening, by earnest prayer and presevering faith, to make a 
hedge about their children. CG 519

12 HEALTH REFORM—Teach your children the 
principles of true health reform. Teach them what things to 
avoid in order to preserve health. 9T 160



13 SELF-RELIANCE—So far as possible, every child 
should be trained to self-reliance. CG 39

14 SELF-RELIANT—Children should be educated to make 
the very best use of their time, to be helpful to father and 
mother, to be self-reliant. They should not be allowed to 
consider themselves above doing any kind of labor that is 
necessary. CG 123

15 THINK AND ACT FOR THEMSELVES—These 
children have been so long under iron rule, not allowed to 
think and act for themselves in those things in which it was 
highly proper that they should, that they have no confidence in 
themselves to move out upon their own judgment, having an 
opinion of their own. And when they go out from their parents 
to act for themselves, they are easily led by others’ judgment 
in the wrong direction. They have not stability of character.
3T 132,133

15

16 PRACTICAL DUTIES—God desires both parents and 
teachers to train children in the practical duties of everyday 
life .. . .  Each child in the family should have a part of the 
home burden to bear and should be taught to perform his task 
faithfully and cheerfully. CG 350

17 TAUGHT TO KEEP ACCOUNTS—When very young, 
children should be educated to read, to write, to understand 
figures, to keep their own accounts. They may go forward, 
advancing step by step in this knowledge. CG 136

18 LEARN VALUE AND USE OF MONEY—Let every 
youth and every child be taught, not merely to solve 
imaginary problems, but to keep an accurate account of his 
own income and outgoes. Let him learn the right use of 
money by using it. Whether supplied by their parents or by 
their own earnings, let boys and girls learn to select and 
purchase their own clothing, their books, and other 
necessities; and by keeping an account of their expenses, they 
will learn, as they could learn in no other way, the value and 
the use of money. CG 136

19 KNOW VALUE OF MONEY—Money which comes to 
the young with but little effort on their part will not be
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valued-----How much safer are those youth who know just
where their spending money comes from, who know what 
their clothing and food costs, and what it takes to purchase a 
home! AH 387

20 INEXHAUSTIBLE SUPPLY OF MONEY—[Children] 
are not to be carried along and supplied with money as if there 
were an inexhaustible supply from which they could draw to 
gratify every supposed need. AH 386

21 MAKE SACRIFICES—While parents are making 
sacrifices for the sake of advancing the cause of God, they 
should teach their children also to take part in this work. CS 
293

22 INSTRUCT IN ECONOMY—Parents are to instruct 
their children in lessons of economy, in order that the younger 
members of the flock may learn to share the responsibility of 
supporting the cause of God at this time. CG 134

23 GOD HAS A CLAIM—Do not use the Lord’s money to 
gratify the fancies of your children. Teach them that God has 
a claim on all they possess, and that nothing can ever cancel 
this claim. CS 37

24 NOT TO GIVE WHAT COSTS NOTHING—They 
should not be satisfied to take money from their father or 
mother and put it into the treasury as an offering, when it is 
not theirs. Tliey should say to themselves, “Shall I give that 
which costs me nothing?” AH 387

25 OFFERINGS BECOME A RIVER—If all the little 
children would present their offerings to the Lord, their gifts 
would be as little rivulets which, when united and set flowing, 
would swell into a river. AH 388

26 TO GIVE LAST DAY MESSAGES—In these last days 
children’s voices will be raised to give the last message of 
warning to a perishing world. When heavenly intelligences 
see that men are no longer permitted to present the truth, the 
Spirit of God will come upon the children, and they will do a 
work in the proclamation of the truth which the older workers



cannot do, because their way will be hedged up. Our schools 
are ordained by God to prepare the children for this great 
work. 6T 203

CHOICE
(Texts: Joel 3:14; Joshua 24:15; Ps. 119:30-32; 1 Cor. 7:22; 
John 15:16; Gal. 5:1.)

1 WORK OF REDEMPTION—In the work of redemp
tion there is no compulsion. No external force is employed. 
Under the influence of the Spirit of God, man is left free to 
choose whom he will serve. In the change that takes place 
when the soul surrenders to Christ, there is the highest sense 
of freedom. DA 466

2 COERCE THE WILL—It is not God’s purpose to 
coerce the will. Man was created a free moral agent. Like the 
inhabitants of all other worlds, he must be subjected to the test 
of obedience; but he is never brought into such a position that 
yielding to evil becomes a matter of necessity.. . .  God made 
such ample provison that man need never have been defeated 
in the conflict with Satan. PP 331, 332

3 MAN’S DECISION—Nothing but his own choice can 
prevent any man from becoming a partaker of the promise in 
Christ by the gospel. CC 297

4 VOLUNTARY SERVICE—He takes no pleasure in a 
forced obedience; and to all He grants freedom of will, that 
they may render Him voluntary service. PP 34

5 CHOICE DEVELOPS CHARACTER—He might have 
withheld the hand of Adam from touching the forbidden fruit; 
but in that case man would have been, not a free moral agent, 
but a mere automaton. Without freedom of choice His 
obedience would not have been voluntary, but forced. There 
could have been no development of character. PP 49

6 OUR FIRST PARENTS—Though created innocent and 
holy, our first parents were not placed beyond the possibility 
of wrongdoing. God might have created them without the

CH
O

ICE



CH
O

IC
E

power to transgress His requirements, but in that case there 
could have been no development of character; their service 
would not have been voluntary, but forced. Therefore He gave 
them the power of choice—the power to yield or to withhold 
obedience. Ed 23

7 CONTROL OF MIND—God does not control our minds
without our consent; but every man is free to choose what 
power he will have to rule over him. MH 93

18

8 NO FORCED OBEDIENCE—God does not force the 
will or judgment of any. He takes no pleasure in a slavish 
obedience. He desires that the creatures of His hands shall 
love Him because He is worthy of love. He would have them 
obey Him because they have an intelligent appreciation of His 
wisdom, justice, and benevolence. GC 541

9 ANOTHER POWER—Every soul that refuses to give 
himself to God is under the control of another power. He is 
not his own. He may talk of freedom, but he is in the most 
abject slavery. He is not allowed to see the beauty of truth, for 
his mind is under the control of Satan. DA 466

10 EXPERIMENTS— [Definition]—Real experience is a 
variety of careful experiments made with the mind freed from 
prejudice and uncontrolled by previously established opinions 
and habits. The results are marked with careful solicitude and 
an anxious desire to learn, to improve, and to reform on every 
habit that is not in harmony with physical and moral laws.. . .  
But there are more errors received and firmly retained from 
false ideas of experience than from any other cause. 3T 69

11 MAN’S FREE WILL—[God manipulates neither 
individuals or nations.] The prophecies do not shape the 
characters of the men who fulfill them. Men act out their own 
free will. RH 11/13/1900

12 FREE TO CHOOSE—Every man is free to choose what 
power he will have to rule over him.. . .  Those who will 
consent to enter into covenant relation with the God of heaven 
are not left to the power of Satan or to the infirmity of their 
own nature. They are invited by the Saviour, “Let him take



hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me___ ”
Isa. 27:5. DA 258, 259

13 COMPELS NONE—But Christ saves none against their 
choice; He compels none to obedience. 3T 457

14 PROBATION FOR MAN—The present world is 
designed as a scene of probation for man. He is here to form a 
character which will pass with him into the eternal world. 
Good and evil are placed before him, and his future state 
depends upon the choice he makes. IT 196

15 QUENCH THE SPIRIT—Men have the power to 
quench the Spirit of God; the power of choosing is left with 
them. They are allowed freedom of action. They may be 
obedient through the name and grace of our Redeemer, or they 
may be disobedient, and realize the consequences. GW 174

16 DESTINY OF WICKED—The destiny of the wicked is 
fixed by their own choice. Their exclusion from heaven is 
voluntary with themselves, and just and merciful on the part 
of God. GC 543

19

CHURCH
(Texts: Ps. 127:1; Acts 7:48, 49; Eph. 2:19-22; 1:22,23; Neh. 
2:17; 1 Cor. 3:10-13.)

BUILDING

1 STANDARD—The house where God is worshipped 
should be in accordance with His character and majesty. 5T 
268

2 REQUISITE—Devotion to God and a spirit of sacrifice 
were the first requisites in preparing a dwelling-place for the 
Most High. PP 343

3 NEATNESS, ORDER, BEAUTY—God would not have 
His people expend means extravagantly for show or ornament, 
but He would have them observe neatness, order, taste, and 
plain beauty in preparing a house for Him in which He is to
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meet with His people. Those who build a house for God 
should manifest much greater interest, care, and taste in its 
arrangement as the object for which it is prepared is higher 
and more holy than that for which common dwelling houses 
are prepared. 2T 257

4 VERY BEST OFFERING—Put the very best offering
into a house built for the Lord. Let it be the very best you 
have; show an interest to make it convenient and comfortable. 
Some think that this is of no consequence because time is so 
short. Then carry out the same in your dwellings, and in all 
your worldly arrangements. IT 196

5 OFFERING THE BEST FOR GOD’S HOUSE^-All 
who love the worship of God, and prize the blessing of His 
sacred presence, will manifest the same spirit of sacrifice in 
preparing a house where He may meet with them. They will 
desire to bring to the Lord an offering of the very best that 
they possess. PP 344

6 COUNT THE COST—Christ has laid before us the plan 
upon which His work is to be conducted. Those who desire to 
build must first sit down and count the cost, to see whether 
they are able to carry the building to completion. Ev 85

7 SUFFICIENT AMOUNT—An amount sufficient to 
accomplish the work should be freely given, that the workmen 
may be able to say, as did the builders of the tabernacle, 
“Bring no more offerings.” PP 344, 345

8 AWESOME RESPONSIBILITY—They should realize 
that they are preparing a house for God. It is of some 
consequence that a building prepared expressly for God to 
meet with His people, should be arranged with care—made 
comfortable, neat, and convenient, for it is to be dedicated to 
God and presented to Him, and He is to be entreated to abide 
in that house and make it sacred by His holy presence. SR 153

9 NOT LARGE AND EXPENSIVE^-It is not large, 
expensive buildings; it is not rich furniture . . .  that will give 
our work influence and success. It is the faith that works by 
love and purifies the soul; it is the atmosphere of grace that



surrounds the believer, the Holy Spirit working on mind and 
heart. 7T 93

10 APPEARANCE OF WEALTH—Never should it be 
thought necessary to give an appearance of wealth. Never 
should appearance be depended on as a means of success. This 
is a delusion. The desire to make an appearance that is not in 
every way appropriate to the work that God has bidden us to 
do, an appearance that could be kept up only by expending a 
large sum of money, is a merciless tyrant. It is like a canker 
that is ever eating into the vitals. 7T 93

11 CONSIDER OTHERS—When plans are laid to erect a 
building in one place, give careful consideration to other places 
that are in just as great need of money for the erection of 
needful buildings. 7T 284

12 NO DISPLAY—In none of our buildings should we seek 
to make a display; for this would not advance the work. 6T 101

13 TRUE STANDARD—Character is given to the work, not 
by investing means in large buildings, but by maintaining the 
true standard of religious principles, with noble Christlikeness 
of character. 7T 92

14 MEMORIALS—The people who bear His sign are to 
establish churches and institutions as memorials to Him. These 
memorials, however humble in appearance, will constantly 
bear witness against the false sabbath instituted by Satan.
7T 105

15 HIRE MONEY—In some cases it may be better to hire 
some money than not to build. 6T 101

16 ASSISTANCE FOR YOUNG CHURCHES—There are 
some cases, however, in which a young church may not be able 
at once to bear the whole burden of erecting a house of 
worship. In these cases let the brethren in other churches help 
them. 6T 101

17 DEDICATED FREE OF DEBT—Whenever it is 
possible, let our church buildings be dedicated to God free of 
debt. 6T 101
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18 GATE TO HEAVEN—Our house of worship may be 
humble, but it is none the less acknowledged by God. If we 
worship in spirit and truth and in the beauty of holiness, it will 
be to us the very gate of heaven. IHP 288

19 REDEDICATION—And in every case where a debt is 
lifted, let there be a service of thanksgiving, which shall be as 
a rededication to God of His house. 6T 104

20 SCRUPULOUS CARE—His people today are to 
remember that the house of worship is the Lord’s property, 
and that it is to be scrupulously cared for. CS 102

22

21 DISHONORS CHRIST—How does He look upon His
people when they have every convenience that heart could 
wish, but are willing to meet for His worship in a bam, some 
miserable, out-of-the-way building, or some cheap, forsaken 
apartment? . . .  He who is the Majesty of heaven, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, is favored with a place on earth but 
little better than the stable which was His first home. 5T 269

22 BELIEVERS INVEST IN—Every believer should be 
wholehearted in his attachment to the church. Its prosperity 
should be His first interest.. . .  There are those who spend a 
large amount for needless luxuries; they gratify their appetites, 
but feel it a great tax to contribute means to sustain the 
church. They are willing to receive all the benefit of its 
privileges, but prefer to leave others to pay the bills. 4T 18

23 COMMON PLACE—That place should not be used as a 
lunchroom or as a business room, but simply for the worship
of God___The house or sanctuary dedicated to God should
not be made a common place. CG 542, 543

24 LEFT OUTSIDE CHURCH—The precincts of the 
church should be invested with a sacred reverence. It should 
not be made a place to meet old friends and visit and 
introduce common thoughts and worldly business 
transactions. These should be left outside the church. God and 
angels have been dishonored by the careless, noisy laughing 
and shuffling of feet heard in some places. 5T 494



25 SOLEMN AWE—There should be a solemn awe upon 
the worshipers as they enter the sanctuary, and they should 
leave behind all common worldly thoughts, for it is the place 
where God reveals His presence. It is as the audience chamber 
of the great and eternal God; therefore pride and passion, 
dissension and self-esteem, selfishness, and covetousness, 
which God pronounces idolatry, are inappropriate for such a 
place. CG 543

26 VENTILATION AND SUNLIGHT—In the construction 
of buildings, whether for public purposes or as dwellings, care 
should be taken to provide for good ventilation and plenty of 
sunlight.. . .  Neglect of proper ventilation is responsible for 
much of the drowsiness and dullness that destroy the effect of 
many a sermon and make the teacher’s work toilsome and 
ineffective. MH 274

27 HIGH GROUND—So far as possible, all buildings 
intended for human habitation should be placed on high, well- 
drained ground. This will insure a dry site, and prevent the 
danger of disease from dampness and miasma. MH 274

SPIRITUAL CONDITIONS

1 NEGLECTING GOOD DEEDS—Many are deceived as 
to their true condition before God. They congratulate 
themselves upon the wrong acts which they do not commit, 
and forget to enumerate the good and noble deeds which God 
requires of them, but which they have neglected to perform. 
GC 601

2 INCREASE AND GROWTH—Wherever there is life in 
a church, there is increase and growth. There is also a constant 
interchange, taking and giving out, receiving and returning to 
the Lord His own. CS 36

3 PROFESS TO BELIEVE—I have been shown that 
God’s people who profess to believe present truth are not in a 
waiting, watching position. They are increasing in riches and 
are laying up their treasures upon the earth. They are [not] 
becoming . . .  rich toward God.. . .  They do not believe in the 
shortness of time; they do not believe that the end . . .  is at 
hand, that Christ is at the door. They profess much faith; but
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they deceive their own souls, for they will act out all the faith 
that they really possess. 2T 196

4 NEGLECT OF BENEVOLENCE—There has been a 
neglect in the churches of keeping up the plan of systematic 
benevolence, and the result has been an impoverished treasury 
and a backslidden church. 3T 409

5 APOSTASY—By their apostasy, the Israelites forfeited 
the blessing of the divine presence, and for the time rendered 
impossible the erection of a sanctuary for God among them. 
PP 343

6 INACTIVITY—The season of inactivity that succeeds a 
great struggle is often fraught with greater danger than is the 
period of conflict. PP 555

7 DRUNKEN WITH WORLDLINESS—What can I say 
to arouse the churches.. . .  They have drunk so deeply from 
the intoxicating cup of selfishness and worldliness that they 
have become drunken with the cares of this life. 5T 461

8 CHILLING BLAST—The work of God, which should
be going forward with tenfold its present strength and 
efficiency, is kept back, like a spring season held back by the 
chilling blast of winter, because some of God’s professed 
people are appropriating to themselves the means that should 
be dedicated to His service. CS 54

9 NO LIVING CONNECTION—When churches or 
individuals have no heart in their offerings, but would 
lim it. . .  the work of God, and gauge it by their own narrow 
views, they show decidedly that they have no living 
connection with God. They are at variance with His plan and 
manner of working, and He will not bless them. 5T 270

10 FAITH DYING—Faith in Christ’s near advent is dying 
out of the churches. 5T 153

11 STANDARDS LOWERED AMONG MANY—In large 
churches of believers. . .  there is special danger of lowering 
the standard. Where many are gathered together some are



more liable to grow careless and indifferent than they would 
be if isolated and made to stand alone. IHP 299

12 SELFISHNESS ELIMINATED—Suppose Christ should
abide in every heart and selfishness in all its forms should be 
banished from the church, what would be the result?
Harmony, unity, and brotherly love would be seen as verily as 
in the church which Christ first established. 5T 206

13 WORLD TREMBLES AT—Were our numbers half as 
large, and all of these devoted workers, we should have a 
power that would make the world tremble. 3T 405

14 NO LACK OF FUNDS—If God’s people had the love 
of Christ in the heart; if every church member were 
thoroughly imbued with the spirit of self-denial; if all 
manifested thorough earnestness, there would be no lack of 
funds for home and foreign missions. ISM 82

CLEANLINESS
(Texts: Deut. 23:14; Isa. 52:11; Ps. 24:3-5; 51:10; John 13:11; 
1 John 1:7.)

1 TRUTH—Truth never places her delicate feet in a path 
of uncleanness or impurity. Truth does not make men and 
women coarse or rough and untidy. CH 101

2 HOMES—He who was so particular that the children of 
Israel should cherish habits of cleanliness, will not sanction 
any impurity in the homes of His people today. God looks 
with disfavor on uncleanness of any kind. How can we invite 
Him into our homes unless all is neat and clean and pure?
CH 101

3 ARMIES OF ISRAEL—Special direction was given to 
the armies of Israel that everything in and around their tents 
should be clean and orderly, lest the angel of the Lord, passing 
through the encampment, should see their uncleanness. Would 
the Lord be particular to notice these things? He would; for 
the fact is stated, lest in seeing their uncieanness, He would 
not go forward with their armies to battle. CH 101
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4 DISORDERLY CHRISTIANS—It is impossible for a
slack, disorderly person to make a good Christian. Their lives, 
in temporal and religious things, are just as disorderly as their 
dress, houses, person, and premises.. . .  God loves purity, 
cleanliness, order, and holiness. God requires all His people 
who lack these qualifications to seek them and never rest until 
they obtain them. OHC 230

COMPLAINTS
(Texts: Ps. 37:8; Luke 21:19; Rom. 12:12; 1 Cor. 13:4, 5; Col. 
3:12, 13; Ex. 15:24; 16:2; Acts 6:1; Phil. 2:14.)

1 CRIPPLED, MOURNING BAND—We are heaven- 
bound, and we should show the attractive part of our faith. We 
should not go as a crippled band of mourners, groaning and 
complaining all along the journey to our Father’s house.
SD 116

2 FAULTFINDING—Oh, how hard many make the 
Christian life! They climb the steep, briary path, staggering 
under imposed burdens, as though they must tinker up the 
characters of others.. . .  We should be weeding out of our 
thoughts all complaining and faultfinding. OHC 232

3 SENSITIVE—Many have a vivid, unsanctified 
sensitiveness which keeps them constantly on the alert for 
some word, some look, or some action which they can 
construe as a lack of respect and appreciation. OHC 240

4 REVEALING BURDENS—Do not please the devil 
enough to tell about the terrible burdens you are carrying. 
Every time you do it, Satan laughs that his soul can control 
you and that you have lost sight of Jesus Christ your 
Redeemer. OHC 86

5 COMPLAINING—Selfish, complaining, sour Chris
tians bar the way, so that sinners do not care to approach 
Christ. OHC 229

6 OPEN AND PLAIN—Make your complaint, plainly and
openly, in the right spirit, to the proper ones. Send in your



petitions for things to be adjusted and set in order; but do not 
withdraw from the work of God, and prove unfaithful, 
because others are not doing right. 9T 249

7 EXAMPLES TO OTHERS—Our words, our acts, our
dress, our deportment, even the expression of the 
countenance, has an influence.. . .  If by our example we aid 
others in the development of good principles, we give them 
power to do good. COL 339, 340

COVENANTS
(Texts: Ps. 55:3; 50:5; 111:5, 6; Acts 3:25, 26.)

1 GOD’S PEOPLE DISTINGUISHED—God’s people are 
to be distinguished as a people who serve Him faithfully, 
wholeheartedly, taking no honor to themselves, and 
remembering that by a most solemn covenant they have bound 
themselves to serve the Lord, and Him only. ChS 236

27

2 PROSPERITY DEPENDENT—True prosperity is 
dependent upon the continuance of our covenant relationship 
with God. PK 570

3 BLESS ABUNDANTLY—The Lord made a special 
covenant with men, that if they would regularly set apart the 
portion designated for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom, 
the Lord would bless them abundantly, so that there would not 
be room to receive His gifts. CS 77

4 REQUIRED—He who gave His only-begotten Son to
die for you, has made a covenant with you. He gives you His 
blessings, and in return He requires you to bring Him your 
tithes and offerings.. . .  God calls upon His human agents to 
be true to the contract He has made with them. “Bring ye all 
the tithes into the storehouse . . .  that there may be meat in 
mine house.” CS 75

5 WHOLLY FOR LORD—When we accepted Christ as
our Redeemer, we accepted the condition of becoming 
laborers together with God. We made a covenant with Him to 
be wholly for the Lord. 2SM 124
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6 GOD REQUIRES FAITHFULNESS—A special example
[Ananias and Sapphira] was necessary to guard the young 
church from becoming demoralized; for their numbers were 
rapidly increasing. A warning was thus given to all who 
professed Christ at that time, and to all who should afterward 
profess His name, that God requires faithfulness in the 
performance of vows. 4T 463

7 DENY SELF—Every church member is bound by 
covenant relation with God to deny Himself of every 
extravagant outlay of means. Let not the want of economy in the 
home life render us unable to act our part in strengthening the 
work already established, and in entering new territory.
CS 74

8 ALL SACRIFICE—Say to the church members that there 
is need of thorough consecration to God. Let all understand that 
they must make a covenant with God by sacrifice. ISM 56

COVETOUSNESS
(Also see Selfishness.)

(Texts: Job 31:6; Prov. 11:1, 3; 16:8; 4:14; 21:26;
Ps. 43:1; 101:3, 7; Luke 12:15; Eph. 5:5; Joshua 7:21; 2 Tim. 
3:2; Rom. 12:17; 1 Cor. 10:31; James 4:7.)

1 GREATEST SIN—The greatest sin which now exists in 
the church is covetousness. God frowns upon His professed 
people for their selfishness. IT 194

2 ENSNARES GOD’S PEOPLE—Many of God’s people 
are in danger of being ensnared by worldliness and 
covetousness. CS 15

3 GREAT DANGER—Among the greatest dangers that 
threaten the church is the love of the world. Out of this spring 
the sins of selfishness and covetousness. OHC 189

4 DANGER TO SPIRITUALITY—It is highly dangerous to 
spirituality to allow selfishness and covetousness the least room 
in the heart. 3T 549



5 SIN PARALYZES—Covetousness is one of the most 
common and popular sins of the last days, and has a 
paralyzing influence upon the soul. 3T 547

6 IDOLATRY—No covetous person can pass through the 
pearly gates; for all covetousness is idolatry. CS 26

7 REMAIN IN DEBT—Some will always remain in debt. 
Because of their covetousness, the prospering hand of God 
will not be with them to bless their undertakings. CS 93

8 BENEVOLENCE PREVENTS—The system of bene
volence was arranged to prevent the great evil, covetousness. 
3T 547

9 CONTINUAL GIVING—Continual giving starves 
covetousness to death. 3T 548

DEBT
(Texts: Prov. 3:27; 12:24; 22:7; Rom. 13:8; Matt. 6:33; 1 John 
2:15; Phil. 4:19.)

1 CHRISTIAN INTEGRITY EXPECTED—The world 
has a right to expect strict integrity in those who profess to be 
Bible Christians. By one man’s indifference in regard to 
paying His just dues, all our people are in danger of being 
regarded as unreliable. CS 253

2 WEAKENS FAITH—The fact that you are in debt 
weakens your faith and tends to discourage you; and even the 
thought of it makes you nearly wild. You need to cut down 
your expenses, and strive to supply this deficiency in your 
character. You can and should make determined efforts to 
bring under control your disposition to spend means beyond 
your income. CS 254, 255

3 FREE FROM—Deny your taste, deny the indulgence of 
appetite, save your pence and pay your debts. Work them off 
as fast as possible. When you can stand forth a free man 
again, owing no man anything, you will have achieved a great 
victory. CS 257

DEBT
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4 AVOID IT—Deny yourself a thousand things rather than 
run into debt. This has been the curse of your life. Avoid it as 
you would the smallpox. CS 257

5 PRESERVE LORD’S PORTION—The man who has 
been unfortunate, and finds himself in debt, should not take 
the Lord’s portion to cancel his debts to his fellow men.
6T391

6 NOT BLESSED—Some will always remain in debt. 
Because of their covetousness, the prospering hand of God 
will not be with them to bless their undertakings. CS 93

7 SAVING STILL POSSIBLE—With wise management 
you can save something after paying your debts.
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8 GOD’S CAUSE BURIED—By working on wrong 
plans, men have brought debts upon the cause. Let not this be 
repeated. Let those at the head of the work move cautiously, 
refusing to bury the cause of God in debt. CS 282

9 FIRST ACCUMULATE MONEY—It is a poor, 
wretched policy to go into debt. If the money that is needed to 
build could be first accumulated, by strenuous efforts, and the 
church dedicated free from debt, how much better it would be. 
CS 259

10 CAN BE PAID—Every debt upon every house of 
worship among us may be paid if the members of the church 
will plan wisely and put forth earnest, zealous effort to cancel 
the debt. 6T 104

11 DISHONORS GOD—It is dishonoring to God for our
churches to be burdened with debt___Read and study
prayerfully the fourth chapter of Zechariah. Then read the first 
chapter of Haggai, and see if this representation does not 
apply to you.. . .  Year after year passes by, and very little 
sacrifice is made to lessen the debt. The interest swallows up 
the means that should be used to pay off the principal. CS 261

12 CONTINUAL INTEREST—The lax way which many 
churches have of incurring debts, and keeping in debt, was



presented before me. In some cases a continual debt is upon 
the house of God, and continual interest to be paid. These 
things should not and need not be. CS 263

13 SELF-DENIAL BOX—The churches are burdened with 
debt, not because it is impossible for them to be free, but 
because of selfish indulgence on the part of the members. By 
this neglect God is dishonored and if He binds about your 
resources, be not blind as to the cause. When you place the 
Lord first, and realize that the Lord’s house is dishonored by
debt, God will bless you___Have a box for this purpose and
explain to your children that it is a self-denial box .. . .  It is 
for the Lord’s house, to lift the . . .  dishonoring debt from the 
place of worship. CS 262, 6T 103

14 DENIAL OF FAITH—The house where God meets 
with His people will be dear and sacred to every one of His 
loyal children. It will not be left crippled with debt. To allow 
such a thing would appear almost like a denial of your faith. 
6T 104

15 LEARN FROM MISTAKES—God designs that we 
shall learn lessons from the failures of the past. It is not 
pleasing to Him to have debts rest on His institutions.. . .  We 
are not to copy the mistakes of the past and become more and 
more involved in debt. 9T 71

16 INSTITUTIONS—Those connected with our 
institutions need to study how to save expense, so that the
institutions shall not become involved in debt___
Expenditures should not be made unless they are warranted 
by the means in hand. CS 267

17 BUSINESS MANAGER—The business manager is to 
see that the expenditure does not exceed the income. He is to 
know what there is to depend on, so that the work here shall 
not be burdened with debt. CS 275, 276

18 DEMORALIZING—The practice of borrowing money 
to relieve some pressing necessity, and making no calculation 
for canceling the indebtedness, however common, is 
demoralizing. The Lord would have all who believe the truth 
converted from these self-deceiving practices. They should
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S choose rather to suffer want than to commit a dishonest act. 
CS 255

19 PURCHASING LAND—But I am not prepared to say 
that we should not, under any circumstances, purchase land to 
which the Lord seems to have directed our minds, when there 
is no hindrance but the question of ready money.. . .  We have 
to guard against mistakes on both sides. CS 279

20 BORROWING SOMETIMES RIGHT—It is right to 
borrow money to carry forward a work that we know God 
desires to have accomplished. We should not wait in 
inconvenience, and make the work much harder, because we 
do not wish to borrow money. CS 278

DIFFICULTIES/PERPLEXITIES
(Texts: Ps. 73:2, 3,16,17; Prov. 15:1, 18; Isa. 53:4, 7; 2 Cor. 
6:4, 6; Rom. 8:28; Job 1:21.)

1 DARKNESS DISPELLED—When temptations assail 
you, as they surely will, when care and perplexity surround 
you, when, distressed and discouraged, you are almost ready 
to yield to despair, look, O look, to where with the eye of faith 
you last saw the light: and the darkness that encompasseth you 
will be dispelled by the bright shining of His glory. MYP 107

2 ASK FOR WISDOM—You may be perplexed in 
business; your prospects may grow darker and darker and you 
may be threatened with loss. But do not become discouraged; 
cast your care upon God and remain calm and cheerful. Begin 
every day with earnest prayer, not omitting to offer praise and 
thanksgiving. Ask for wisdom to manage your affairs with 
discretion and thus prevent loss and disaster. Do all you can 
on your part to bring about favorable results.. . .  When, 
relying upon your tried helper, you have done all you can, 
accept the result cheerfully. It will not always be gain from 
the worldling’s standpoint, but perhaps success might have 
been the worst thing for you. TMK 232

3 MOMENT OF GREATEST DISCOURAGEMENT— 
To all who are reaching out to feel the guiding hand of God,



the moment of greatest discouragement is the time when 
divine help is nearest. They will look back with thanksgiving 
upon the darkest part of their way. DA 528

4 VEIL COVERS HIS GLORY—The darkness that will
rest upon our path must not discourage us or drive us to 
despair. It is the veil with which God covers His glory when 
He comes to impart rich blessings. 5T 215

5 QUIET DISCERNMENT—Nothing wounds the soul
like the sharp darts of unbelief. When trial comes, as it will, 
do not worry or complain. Silence in the soul makes more 
distinct the voice of God. IHP 269

6 ANGELS PROMPT US—When unconsciously we are
in danger of exerting a wrong influence, the angels will be by 
our side, prompting us to a better course, choosing our words 
for us, and influencing our actions. COL 341, 342

7 ASK FOR GOD’S WILL—Often the Lord sees that His 
workers are in doubt as to what they should do. At such times, 
if they will put their confidence in Him, He will reveal to 
them His will. 9T 272

8 EXTREMITY/OPPORTUNITY—Man’s extremity is 
God’s opportunity. A A 146

9 DIFFICULTIES RELIEVED—Worry is blind, and 
cannot discern the future; but Jesus sees the end from the 
beginning. In every difficulty He has His way prepared to 
bring relief. DA 330

10 PROBLEMS SOLVED—If you will seek the Lord and 
be converted every day; if you will of your own spiritual 
choice be free and joyous in God; if with gladsome consent of 
heart to His gracious call you come wearing the yoke of 
Christ—the yoke of obedience and service—all your 
murmurings will be stilled, all your difficulties will be 
removed, all the perplexing problems that now confront you 
will be solved. MB 101
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ECONOMY
(Texts: Prov. 21:20; Prov. 6:6; Prov. 30:25; 1 Cor. 10:31;
John 6:12, 13.)

1 GATHER FRAGMENTS—Study to economize in every 
possible way...  . Watch the little outgoes. Stop every leak. It 
is the little losses that tell heavily in the end. Gather up the 
fragments; let nothing be lost. CS 266, 267

34

2 UNNECESSARY SPENDING—From the highest to the 
lowest, God’s workmen are to study to economize. Let each 
one say to Himself, I am to restrain in myself any inclination 
to spend means unnecessarily. CS 268

3 ALL MUST PRACTICE—All must practice economy. 
CS 254

4 CHILDREN—Encourage them [your children] to save
their pennies wherever possible, to be used in missionary 
work. AH 388

5 E. G. WHITE—When I was only twelve years old, I 
knew what it was to economize. With my sister I learned a 
trade, and although we would earn only twenty-five cents a 
day, from this sum we were able to save a little to give to 
missions. CS 292

6 CHILDREN—Habits of economy, industry, and sobriety 
are, even in this world, a better portion for your children than 
a rich dowry. 6T 452

7 TAUGHT BY EXAMPLE—Economy is to be learned 
by the educators and taught to the helpers not only by precept, 
but by example. CD 298

8 SCHOOLS—Economy should be exercised in 
everything connected with the school. CS 272

9 NOTHING WASTED—All who are connected with our 
institutions should have a jealous care that nothing be 
wasted.. . .  Everyone can do something toward economizing. 
4T 572



10 MEMBERS—Church members are to contribute 
cheerfully toward the support of the ministry. They should 
practice self-denial and economy...  GW 454

11 HOUSES—We are not to feel disturbed if our neighbors 
build and furnish their houses in a manner that we are not 
authorized to follow. AH 384

12 GUESTS—In the entertainment of guests there should 
be greater simplicity.. . .  The regular supply of food for our 
tables should be such that the unexpected guest can be made 
welcome without burdening the housewife to make extra 
preparation. AH 377

13 GOD’S REVENUE—The men in positions of trust 
should regard the means they handle as God’s revenue, and 
use it in an economical manner. MM 165 35

14 GOD FORBIDS EXTRAVAGANCE—Our workers are 
to practice strict economy. God forbids all extravagance. 
Every dollar at our command is to be expended with 
economy. No great display is to be made. Ev 126

15 MEANNESS—God requires economy of His people; 
but some have stretched their economy into meanness. IT 208

16 PRODUCERS/CONSUMERS—In the establishment 
and carrying forward of the work, the strictest economy is 
ever to be shown. Workers are to be employed who will be 
producers as well as consumers. CH 319

17 MINISTER’S WIFE—The minister’s wife may be a 
great help to her husband.. . .  She can manage her own 
household with economy and discretion. United with her 
husband, she can educate her children in habits of economy, 
teaching them to restrict their wants. GW 203

18 PHYSICIAN—Your being a physician in no case 
releases you from the necessity of practicing economy. There 
are new fields to be entered, and to enter these fields requires 
the closest economy. MM 130
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19 LIFE OF SIMPLICITY—Only by a life of simplicity, 
self-denial, and close economy, is it possible for us to 
accomplish the work appointed us as Christ’s representatives. 
MH 206

20 SALVATION OF SOULS—My brethren and sisters, 
waste not your money in purchasing unnecessary
things___Cut off every extravagant expenditure. Indulge in
nothing that is simply for display. Your money means the 
salvation of souls. 9T 55

21 GIVE TO GOD—Economize! Strip yourselves of pride. 
Give to God your earthly treasure. CS 50

36
22 SAVE TO GIVE—Economy is consistent with the
broadest liberality. Indeed, without economy, there can be no 
true liberality. We are to save, that we may give. MH 206

23 INVENTIVE FACULTIES—Use your inventive 
faculties in seeking to economize. 6T 451

24 END OF TIME—We must heed the instruction given, 
for we are nearing the end of time. More and more shall we be 
obliged to plan, and devise, and economize. 6T 209

25 PENNIES—Take care of the pennies, and the dollars 
will take care of themselves. CS 257

26 HEARTS SURRENDERED—It is not necessary to 
specify here how economy may be practiced in every 
particular. Those whose hearts are fully surrendered to God, 
and who take His word as their guide, will know how to 
conduct themselves in all the duties of life. FE 152

EVANGELISM
(Texts: Isa. 61:1; Matt. 28:18-20; Prov. 11:30.)

1 HINDERED BY SELFISHNESS—The work of 
evangelizing the world has been greatly hindered by personal 
selfishness. 9T 52



2 SELF-SACRIFICE—The work of evangelizing the 
world cannot possibly be attained without self-sacrifice.
9T 52

3 INCREASE OF RESOURCES—As men and women 
are brought into the truth in the cities, the means will begin to 
come in. As surely as honest souls will be converted, their 
means will be consecrated to the Lord’s service, and we shall 
see an increase of our resources. E 89

4 WEALTHY MEN—I have stated that wealthy men, 
who have their Lord’s money, will be moved by the Spirit of 
God to open doors for the advancement of the truth in large 
cities. Ev 87

5 MONIED MEN—God will move upon the hearts of 
monied men, when the Bible, and the Bible alone, is 
presented as the light of the world. In these cities the truth is 
to go forth as a lamp that bumeth. Ev 87

6 RULING POWERS—Those who work in the large
cities are to reach if possible to the high ones of the world, 
even to ruling powers. Where is our faith? Ev 88

7 SIMPLICITY—The Lord has given to some ministers
the ability to gather and to hold large congregations___As
you labor in simplicity, hearts will be melted. Ev 71

8 LARGE OUTLAY—God is not pleased by your large 
outlay of means to advertise your meetings, and by the 
display made in other features of your work. The display is 
out of harmony with the principles of the Word of God. He is 
dishonored by your expensive preparations.. . .  Sensible men 
and women can see that the theatrical performances are not in 
harmony with the solemn message that you bear. Ev 127

9 PERSONAL EFFORT—When personal work is 
neglected, many precious opportunities are lost, which, were 
they improved, would advance the work decidedly. 9T 111

10 HOUSE-TO-HOUSE—Of equal importance with public 
effort is house-to-house work in the homes of the people. In 
large cities there are certain classes who cannot be reached by

EVANGELISM
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public meetings. These must be searched out as the shepherd 
searches for his lost sheep. GW 364

11 SELF-SUPPORTING—In many places self-supporting 
missionaries can work successfully. It was as a self-supporting 
missionary that the apostle Paul labored in spreading the 
knowledge of Christ throughout the world. MH 154

FAITH

38

(Texts: Ps. 9:10; 37:3-5; 34:8, 9; Isa. 26:3; Prov. 14:26; Mark 
9:23; Matt. 21:22; 1 Cor. 2:4, 5; Heb. 10:35; 11:1; 12:2; Eph. 
2:8, 9; Eph. 6:16.)

1 TRUSTING IN GOD—Faith is trusting in God—
believing that He loves us, and knows what is for our best 
good. Thus, instead of our way, it leads us to choose His way. 
In place of our ignorance, it accepts His wisdom; in place of 
our weakness, His strength; in place of our sinfulness, His 
righteousness.. . .  Faith acknowledges His ownership, and 
accepts its blessing. GW 259

2 EXPECT LARGE BLESSINGS—The time has come
when we are to expect large blessings from the Lord. We must 
rise to a higher standard on the subject of faith.. . .  The Word 
of God is our endorsement. We must take it, simply believing 
every word. With this assurance we may claim large things, 
and according to our faith it will be unto us. TMK 226

3 GIFT OF GOD—It is impossible to please God without 
the exercise of genuine, sanctifying faith. We are individually 
responsible for our faith. True faith is not a faith that will fail 
under test and trial; it is the gift of God to His people.
2SM 375

4 HAND OF CHRIST—Faith is the clasping of the hand 
of Christ in every emergency. GW 262

5 NOT OUR SAVIOUR—Through faith we receive the 
grace of God; but faith is not our Saviour. It earns nothing. It 
is the hand by which we lay hold upon Christ, and appropriate 
His merits, the remedy for sin. DA 175



6 APPROPRIATES CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS— 
Genuine faith appropriates the righteousness of Christ, and the 
sinner is made an overcomer with Christ; for he is made a 
partaker of the divine nature, and thus divinity and humanity 
are combined. ISM 363, 364

7 BEAT IN UNISON—Faith is the hand that takes hold of 
infinite help; it is the medium by which the renewed heart is 
made to beat in unison with the heart of Christ. MYP 102

8 CONSECRATED GIVEN SPECIAL SKILLS—He 
[Solomon] could have looked to God in faith for consecrated 
helpers [to build the temple], to whom would have been 
granted special skill for doing with exactness the work 
required. But Solomon lost sight of this opportunity to 
exercise faith in God. PK 63

9 TRANSACTION—Many hold faith as an opinion. 
Saving faith is a transaction, by which those who receive 
Christ join themselves in covenant relation with God. A living 
faith means an increase of vigor, a confiding trust, by which, 
through the grace of Christ, the soul becomes a conquering 
power. MH 62

39

10 NOT PRESUMPTION—Faith is not a feeling---- True
faith is in no sense allied to presumption. Only he who has 
true faith is secure against presumption, for presumption is 
Satan’s counterfeit of faith. GW 260

11 ALWAYS TRUSTING CHRIST—The humble 
dependence upon God, the faith that takes Him at His word 
and trusts Him at all times and under all circumstances, is the 
wearing of the yoke of Christ. TMK 147

12 PROMISES OF SCRIPTURE—Genuine faith has its 
foundation in the promises and provisions of the Scriptures. 
GC 472

13 RESTS ON PROMISES—True faith rests on the 
promises contained in the Word of God, and those only who 
obey that Word can claim its glorious promises. EW 72, 73

FAITH
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14 MANIFEST BY OBEDIENCE—True faith, which relies 
wholly upon Christ, will be manifested by obedience to all the 
requirements of God. From Adam’s day to the present time 
the great controversy has been concerning obedience to God’s 
law. PP 73

15 BELIEVING AND OBEYING—There are many who 
fail to understand the relation of faith and works. They say, 
“Only believe in Christ, and you are safe. You have nothing to 
do with keeping the law.” But genuine faith will be 
manifested in obedience. PP 153, 154

16 DYING OUT—The Lord is coming. Let everyone show 
his faith by his works. Faith in Christ’s near advent is dying 
out of the churches, and selfishness is causing them to rob 
God to serve their own personal interests. 5T 153

17 DENIED BY WORKS—Some are not willing to devote 
to God a very small portion of the increase of their earthly 
treasure. They would start back with horror if you should 
speak of the principle. What have they sacrificed for God? 
Nothing. They profess to believe that Jesus is coming; but 
their works deny their faith. Every individual will live out all 
the faith he has. 2SG 237, 238

18 KEY OF KNOWLEDGE—Faith working by love is the 
key of knowledge, and everyone that loveth “knoweth God” 
(1 John 4:7). DA 139

19 TOUCHES INFINITY—Faith is the spiritual hand that 
touches infinity. 6T 467

20 ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS—Faith and love are the 
essential, powerful, working elements of Christian character. 
Those who possess them are one with Christ, and are carrying 
forward His mission. SD 71

21 OVERRIDES ALL OBSTACLES—Faith is the living 
power that presses through every barrier, overrides all 
obstacles, and plants its banner in the heart of the enemy’s 
camp. 2BC 995



22 DEPEND ON OWN WISDOM—When we take into our 
hands the management of things with which we have to do, 
and depend upon our own wisdom for success, we are taking a 
burden which God has not given us, and are trying to bear it 
without His aid. We are taking upon ourselves the 
responsibility that belongs to God, and thus are really putting 
ourselves in His place.. . .  But when we really believe that 
God loves us, and means to do us good, we shall cease to 
worry about the future. We shall trust God as a child trusts a 
loving parent. SD 119

23 TALK IT—It is our duty to encourage faith, to talk faith 
that we may have faith. TMK 228

24 DESTROYS SELFISHNESS—When the faith we 
accept destroys selfishness and pretense, when it leads us to 
seek God’s glory and not our own, we may know that it is of 
the right order. DA 409

25 CONQUERING POWER—Genuine faith is life. A 
living faith means an increase of vigor, a confiding trust, by 
which the soul becomes a conquering power. DA 347

26 FEAR—Human laws will be made so stringent that men 
and women will not dare to observe the seventh-day Sabbath. 
For fear of wanting food and clothing they will join with the 
world in transgressing God’s law. PK 184

27 EXCEPT WE FORGET—We have nothing to fear for 
the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led 
us, and His teaching in our past history. LS 196

28 ENERGETIC ACTION—The success attending 
Nehemiah’s efforts shows what prayer, faith, and wise, 
energetic action will accomplish. Living faith will prompt to 
energetic action. The spirit manifested by the leader will be, to 
a great extent, reflected by the people. 3BC 1137

FAITH
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FIRST
(Texts: Ex. 20:3; Prov. 3:9, 10; Isa. 44:6; Luke 10:25-28; 
Matt. 6:19-21, 24, 33; Rev. 22:13.)

1 HAPPIEST PEOPLE—Those who in everything make 
God first and last and best, are the happiest people in the 
world. Smiles and sunshine are not banished from their 
countenance.. . .  Jesus is a wellspring of joy. FE 83, 84

2 CHANGE ORDER—Stop right where you are, and 
change the order of things.. . .  Put your whole being into the 
Lord’s hands, soul, body, and spirit, and resolve to be His 
loving, consecrated agency, moved by His will, controlled by 
His mind, infused by His Spirit. SD 105

42
3 THOUGHTS AND AFFECTIONS—Our Saviour claims 
all there is of us; He asks our first and holiest thoughts, our 
purest and most intense affection. If we are indeed partakers 
of the divine nature, His praise will be continually in our 
thoughts and upon our lips. RH 5/3/1881

4 IN THOUGHTS AND TALK—We talk of temporal 
things because we have an interest in them. We talk of our
friends because we love them___It should be the most
natural thing in the world to make Him first in all our 
thoughts, to talk of His goodness and tell of His power.
SC 102,103

5 INCOME—Of all our income we should make the first 
appropriation to God. CS 68

6 WHAT WE CHERISH—Whatever we cherish that tends 
to lessen our love for God or to interfere with the service due 
Him, of that do we make a god. PP 305

7 MONEY—Mammon [money] is the idol of many.
SC 48

8 STUDENTS—Many students have made their studies 
the first great object. 4T 425



9 FASHION—Fashion has been the goddess who has
ruled the outside world, and she often insinuates herself into 
the church. 5T 499

10 APPETITE—Their taste, their appetite, is their god. 
CH 453

11 OBLIGATION TO CHURCH—Every believer should 
be wholehearted in His attachment to the church. Its 
prosperity should be His first interest, and unless He feels 
under sacred obligation to make His connection with the 
church a benefit to it in preference to Himself, it can do far 
better without Him. 4T 18

12 GOD’S WORK—We must ever bear in mind that we are 
in copartnership with God. His work and His cause demand 
our first consideration. OHC 194 43

13 NOT THE WORLD—The things of the world, that 
perish with the using, are not to be made the first 
consideration. 7BC 949

14 BEFORE WANTS—We are not to consecrate to Him 
what remains of our income after all our real or imaginary 
wants are satisfied; but before any portion is consumed, we 
should set apart that which God has specified as His. CS 81

15 CONSECRATED TO GOD—Even before the tithe 
could be reserved there had been an acknowledgment of the 
claims of God. The first that ripened of every product of the 
land was consecrated to Him. PP 526

16 THE TITHE—It [the tithe! was to be given from the first 
fruits of all the increase. CS 71

17 END OF TIME—To the end of time Christ is to be first. 
He is the source of life and strength, of righteousness and 
holiness. 9T 147

18 GOD’S SERVICE—When you have thus made God’s 
service your first interest, you may ask with confidence that 
your own needs may be supplied. If you have renounced self
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and given yourself to Christ you are a member of the family 
of God, and everything in the Father’s house is for you.
MB 110

GIVING
(Texts: Deut. 12:5,6; Lev. 22:21; Prov. 11:25; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 
Cor. 9:6-8; Luke 6:38.)

g  1 PEARL OF OPPORTUNITY—Every opportunity to
S  help a brother in need, or to aid the cause of God in the spread 
^5 of the truth, is a pearl that you can send beforehand and

deposit in the bank of heaven for safekeeping. 3T 249

2 AT STATED TIMES—The plan of system in 
benevolence God designed for the good of man, who is 
inclined to be selfish and to close his heart to generous deeds. 
The Lord requires gifts to be made at stated times, being so 
arranged that giving will become habit and benevolence be 
felt to be a Christian duty. 3T 393

3 LIFE AND GROWTH—As he gives of that which he 
receives, his capacity for receiving is increased. Room is 
made for fresh supplies of grace and truth. Clearer light, 
increased knowledge, are his. On this giving and receiving 
depend the life and growth of the church. CS 36

4 EXPANDS HEART—The very act of giving expands 
the heart of the giver, and unites him more fully to the 
Redeemer of the world. CS 347

5 GOD REFILLS—Give what you can now, and as you 
cooperate with Christ, your hand will open to impart still 
more. And God will refill your hand, that the treasure of truth 
may be taken to many souls. He will give to you that you may 
give to others. RH 12/10/1901

6 CONTINUAL—As we are continually receiving the 
blessings of God, so are we to be continually giving. CS 17

7 RECEIVE MORE—The more we give, the more we 
shall receive. CS 90

44



8 PRINCIPLES—When Christians are controlled by the 
principles of heaven, they will dispense with one hand, while 
the other gains. This is the only rational and healthy position a 
Christian can occupy while having and still making money. 
2T240

9 A PRIVILEGE—Those who are thoroughly converted 
and who appreciate the work of God will give cheerfully the 
little required of them, considering it a privilege to bestow.
IT 546

10 NO FAITH IN CHRIST—The Lord is still willing to 
move upon the hearts of those in possession of His goods, in 
behalf of the cause of truth.. . .  The donors may have no faith 
in Christ, no acquaintance with His word; but their gifts are 
not on this account to be refused. PK 634

11 MANIFESTS GRATITUDE—The Lord does not need 
our offerings. We cannot enrich Him by our gifts. Says the 
psalmist: “All things come of thee, and of thine own have we 
given thee.” Yet God permits us to show our appreciation of 
His mercies by self-sacrificing efforts to extend the same to 
others. This is the only way in which it is possible for us to 
manifest our gratitude and love to God. He has provided no 
other. CS 18,19

12 GRUDGINGLY—It were better not to give at all than to 
give grudgingly; for if we impart of our means when we have 
not the spirit to give freely, we mock God. CS 199

13 ALL CAN GIVE—Some may be unable to give a large 
sum, but all can lay aside each week something for the 
Master. 9T 55

14 NOT IMPULSIVE—This matter of giving is not left to 
impulse. God has given us definite instruction in regard to 
i t . . . .  He desires us to give regularly and systematically.
CS 80, 81

15 OWN ASSESSOR—Everyone is to be his own assessor 
and is left to give as he purposes in his heart. 4T 469
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16 UNSECTIONAL LIBERALITY—This spirit of 
unsectional liberality should characterize the churches today. 
They should continually keep the burden on their souls for the 
advancement of the cause of God in any and every place. 
Benevolence is the very foundation of the universe. SKP 175

17 TO CARRY CHRIST’S MESSAGE—Great objects are 
accomplished by this system. If one and all would accept it, 
each would be made a vigilant and faithful treasurer for God, 
and there would be no want of means with which to carry 
forward the great work of sounding the last message of 
warning to the world. The treasury will be full if all adopt this 
system, and the contributors will not be left the poorer. 3T 389

46
18 ALL FAITHFUL—When all are faithful in giving back 
to God His own in tithes and offerings, the way will be 
opened for the world to hear the message for this time. 6T 450

GRACE
(Texts: Zech. 12:10; 1 Cor. 4:1; Eph. 2:8,9; 2 Peter 3:18.)

1 OUR CHOICEST TREASURE—The grace given costs 
Heaven a price it is impossible for us to measure. That grace 
is our choicest treasure, and Christ means that it shall be 
communicated through us. IHP 220

2 UNLIMITED—The treasures of grace are absolutely 
unlimited. ML 103

3 MORE GRACE IMPARTED—As they make known the 
rich treasures of God’s grace, more and still more of the grace 
of Christ will be imparted to them. COL 125

4 ENCIRCLED—Christ desires by the fullness of His 
power so to strengthen His people that through them the 
whole world shall be encircled with an atmosphere of grace. 
When His people shall make a wholehearted surrender of 
themselves to God, this purpose will be accomplished. 7T 149



5 FILLS VACUUM—The religion of Christ means more 
than the forgiveness of sin; it means taking away our sins, and 
filling the vacuum with the graces of the Holy Spirit.
COL 419, 420

6 CONVERTED PETER—The converted Peter was very 
different. He retained His former fervor, but the grace of 
Christ regulated His zeal. He was no longer impetuous. . .  but 
calm, self-possessed, and teachable. DA 812-815

7 NEW LIFE—The new birth consists in having new 
motives, new tastes, new tendencies. Those who are begotten 
unto a new life by the Holy Spirit, have become partakers of ' 
the divine nature, and in all their habits and practices they will 
give evidence of their relationship to Christ. 6BC 1101

47
8 PERFECTION PROMISED—Moral and spiritual 
perfection, through the grace and power of Christ, is promised 
to all. Jesus is the source of power, the fountain of life. He 
brings us to His word, and from the tree of life presents to us 
leaves for the healing of sin-sick souls. He leads us to the 
throne of God, and puts into our mouth a prayer through 
which we are brought into close contact with Himself. In our 
behalf He sets in operation the all-powerful agencies of 
heaven. At every step we touch His living power. AA 478

9 SUBDUES SELFISHNESS—The grace of God subdues 
the selfishness inherent in the natural heart. DA 678

10 DECLARE SPECIAL TRUTHS—As stewards of the 
mysteries of the grace of God, we are under obligation to 
declare faithfully the whole counsel of God. We are not to 
make less prominent the special truths that have separated us 
from the world, and made us what we are. TM 470

11 CONSTANTLY GROWING—If we are indeed 
partakers of the divine nature, His praise will be continually in 
our hearts and upon our lips. Our only safety is to surrender 
our all to Him, and to be constantly growing in grace and in 
the knowledge of the truth. RH 5/3/1881
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HEALTH
(Texts: Ps. 4:8; 18:2; 27:1, 14; Isa. 30:15; Isa. 40:29, 31; 3 
John 2; Prov. 3:7, 8; 2 Cor. 12:10; Phil. 4:13; 1 Peter 1:13.)

MENTAL

1 CONSECRATE TO GOD—All who consecrate soul, 
body, and spirit to God will be constantly receiving a new 
endowment of physical and mental power. DA 827

2 GRATITUDE ALSO PROMOTES PHYSICAL 
HEALTH—Nothing tends more to promote health of body 
and of soul than does a spirit of gratitude and praise. It is a 
positive duty to resist melancholy, discontented thoughts and 
feelings—as much a duty as it is to pray. If we are heaven- 
bound, how can we go as a band of mourners, groaning and 
complaining all along the way to our Father’s house? MH 251

3 CONTENTED MIND—Courage, hope, faith, sympathy,
love, promote health and prolong life. A contented mind, a 
cheerful spirit, is health to the body and strength to the soul. 
MH 241

4 RIGHT DOING—The consciousness of rightdoing is 
one of the best medicines for diseased bodies and minds. 
When the mind is free and happy from a sense of duty well 
done and the satisfaction of giving happiness to others, the 
cheering, uplifting influence brings new life to the whole 
being. MH 257

5 ORIGINALLY NOBLE—Man was originally endowed 
with noble powers and a well-balanced mind. He was perfect 
in his being, and in harmony with God. His thoughts were 
pure, his aims holy. But through disobedience, his powers 
were perverted, and selfishness took the place of love. His 
nature became so weakened through transgression that it was 
impossible for him, in his own strength, to resist the power of 
evil. He was made captive by Satan, and would have remained 
so forever had not God specially interposed. SC 17

6 DOING GOOD—The pleasure of doing good to others 
imparts a glow to the feelings which flashes through the



nerves, quickens the circulation of the blood, and induces 
mental and physical health. CS 345

7 GOD’S WORD—Christians need power of thought, 
firmness of will, and knowledge that comes from the study of 
God’s Word. They cannot afford to fill their minds with 
trifles. Mar 120

8 TRAINED TO OBEY—An ordinary mind, trained to 
obey a “Thus saith the Lord,” is better qualified for God’s 
work than are those who have capabilities, but do not employ 
them rightly. Mar 63

9 HEAVEN COMMUNICATES—The brain nerves which 
communicate with the entire system are the only medium 
through which Heaven can communicate to man and affect 
His inmost life. 2T 347

49

10 RESISTING DISEASE—The electric power of the
brain, promoted by mental activity, vitalizes the whole 
system, and is thus an invaluable aid in resisting disease.
Ed 197

11 FEED THE MIND—It is only by being taxed that the
mind gains vigor and acuteness___It must have fresh
subjects to feed upon, or it will starve. Unless it is made to 
think regularly and systematically, it will surely lose its power 
to think. RH 4/6/1886

12 GOOD AND PURE—Before the evil one has a chance 
to plant His seeds of evil, fill the mind with that which is good 
and pure. Signs 5/20/1889

13 PHYSICAL INACTION—Physical inaction lessens not 
only mental but moral power. Ed 209

14 FITNESS FOR SERVICE—Say firmly, “. . .  I will 
devote my time and my thoughts to acquiring a fitness for 
God’s service. I will close my eyes to frivolous and sinful 
things. My ears are the Lord’s and I will not listen to the 
subtle reasoning of the enemy. My voice shall not in any way 
be subject to a will that is not under the influence of the Spirit 
of God.” AH 409
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15 IRREGULAR HOURS—Irregular hours for eating and 
sleeping sap the brain forces. CD 123

16 IMPROPER DIET—A clogged stomach means a 
clogged brain. The most precious words may be heard but not 
appreciated, because the mind is confused by an improper 
diet. CD 137

17 LIQUOR/TOBACCO—The use of liquor or tobacco 
destroys the sensitive nerves of the brain, and benumbs the 
sensibilities. TE 59

18 TRUE REMEDIES—Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness, 
rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of water, trust in divine 
power—these are the true remedies. MH 127

50
19 TEA/COFFEE—Tea has an influence to excite the 
nerves and coffee benumbs the brain; both are highly 
injurious. CD 423, 424

PHYSICAL

1 MENTAL SUPERIORITY—Right physical habits 
promote mental superiority. CD 29

2 TEMPERANCE—True temperance teaches us to 
dispense entirely with everything hurtful, and to use 
judiciously that which is healthful. PP 562

3 INJURIOUS HABIT—He who is thoroughly converted 
will abandon every injurious habit and appetite. GW 348

4 SIMPLE—God’s remedies are the simple agencies of 
nature. 2SM 287

5 HEALTH HABITS—Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness 
[temperance], rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of water, trust 
in divine power—these are the true remedies. MH 127

6 PURE AIR—Full, deep inspirations of pure air . . .  
purify the blood.. . .  A good respiration soothes the nerves; 
i t . . .  renders digestion more perfect; and it induces sound, 
refreshing sleep.” CH 59



7 AIR AND LIGHT—Let there be a current of air and an 
abundance of light in every room of the house.. . .  No room is 
fit to be occupied as a sleeping-room unless it can be thrown 
open daily to the air and sunshine. MH 274, 275

8 EXERCISE—Those whose habits are sedentary should, 
when the weather will permit, exercise in the open air every 
day, summer or winter. MH 240

9 WORK—It is a positive necessity to physical health and 
mental clearness to do some manual work during the day. 
Thus the blood is called from the brain to other portions of the 
body. Ev 661

10 OVERWORK—Some make themselves sick by 
overwork. For these, rest, freedom from care, and a spare diet, 
are essential to restoration of health. MH 236, 237

11 WATER—In health and in sickness, pure water is one of
heaven’s choicest blessings. Its proper use promotes 
health.. . .  Drunk freely, it helps to supply the necessities of 
the system, and assist nature to resist disease. MH 237

12 BATHS—Warm baths open the pores and thus aid in the
elimination of impurities. [They] soothe the nerves and 
equalize the circulation. MH 237

13 REGULARITY—You should have regular hours for 
rising, for praying, and for eating. 5T 181

14 SIMPLE AND NATURAL—Grains, fruits, nuts, and 
vegetables constitute the diet chosen for us by our Creator. 
These foods, prepared in as simple and natural a manner as 
possible, are the most healthful and nourishing. CD 81

15 OVEREATING—Never abuse the stomach by 
overeating. MH 323

16 TEA, COFFEE, TOBACCO, ALCOHOL—Tea, coffee, 
and tobacco as well as alcoholic drinks, are different degrees 
in the scale of artificial stimulants. CD 421
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17 ALCOHOL—The Bible nowhere sanctions the use of 
intoxicating wine. The wine that Christ made from water at 
the marriage feast of Cana was the pure juice of the grape.
MH 333

18 TOBACCO—Tobacco is a slow, insidious, but most 
malignant poison. MH 327

gq 19 LIFE FORCES—All these nerve irritants are wearing 
g* away the life forces. CD 421,422

J  20 TEA—Tea is poisonous to the system. CD 421

21 COFFEE—The immediate influence of these stimulants 
is to excite the brain to undue activity, only to leave it weaker 
and less capable of exertion. The aftereffect is prostration, not 
only mental and physical, but moral. CD 423

22 SPICES—Our tables should bear only the most 
wholesome food, free from every irritating substance. CD 339

23 DISEASE—Disease is contracted by the use of meat.
CD 411

24 MEAT—The liability to take disease is increased tenfold 
by meat eating.. . .  Your safest course is to let meat alone. 
2T64

HOLY SPIRIT
(Texts: John 1;6,17; 16:7,8,13,14; Rom. 8:26.)

1 SATAN’S FEAR—There is nothing that Satan fears so 
much as that the people of God shall clear the way by 
removing every hindrance. MYP 133

2 BLOCKED BY SELFISHNESS—God cannot pour out 
His Spirit when selfishness and self-indulgence are so 
manifest. CS 52



3 OUTPOURING—When we have entire, wholehearted 
consecration to the service of Christ, God will recognize the 
fact by an outpouring of His Spirit without measure. Ev 699

4 POWER—It is the power of the Holy Spirit that gives 
efficacy [power to produce results] to your efforts, and your 
appeals. Ev 285

5 OPENS HEARTS—The Holy Spirit will open hearts and 
minds to receive the rays coming from the source of all light. 
Ev 436

6 CONVINCES—It is the work of the Holy Spirit to 
convince the soul of its need of Christ. Ev 283

7 IMPRESSIVE—It is the Holy Spirit that makes the truth 
impressive. Ev 299

8 TOUCHES HEARTS—Learning, talent, eloquence, every 
natural or acquired endowment, may be possessed; but, without 
the presence of the Spirit of God, no heart will be touched, no 
sinner won to Christ. 8T 21

9 USE—We cannot use the Holy Spirit; the Spirit is to use
us. GW 285

10 BRINGS LIFE AND SUCCESS—No amount of 
education, no advantages, however great, can make one a 
channel of light without the cooperation of the Spirit of God. 
The sowing of the gospel seed will not be a success unless the 
seed is quickened into life by the dew of heaven. DA 672

11 ASK GOD—Our heavenly Father is more willing to give 
His Holy Spirit to them that ask Him, than are earthly parents to 
give good gifts to their children. But it is our work, by 
confession, humiliation, repentance, and earnest prayer, to 
fulfill the conditions upon which God has promised to grant us 
His blessing. ISM 121
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HOME
(Texts: John 19:26, 27; Titus 2:4, 5; Phil. 2:3,4; 4:8; Matt. 
19:4-6; Prov. 24:3; 1 Cor. 13:13.)

1 PRESENCE OF CHRIST—The presence of Christ alone
can make men and women happy. All the common waters of 
life Christ can turn into the wine of heaven. AH 28

2 CHRIST-LIFE—God wants every person to begin at
home, and there live the Christ-life. In the church, and in 
every business transaction a man will be just what he is in his 
home. GC Bulletin, April 2, 1901

54
3 FIND JESUS—At home is the place to find Jesus; then 
take Him with you to the meeting, and how precious will be 
the hours you spend there. RH 8/15/1882

4 HIGHEST SERVICE—The education and training of
their children to be Christians is the highest service that 
parents can render to God. It is a work that demands patient 
labor—a lifelong, diligent, and persevering effort. By a 
neglect of this trust we prove ourselves unfaithful stewards. 
AH 268, 269

5 HABITS AND PRACTICES—Parents and children are 
to educate themselves to cooperate with God. They are to 
bring their habits and practices into harmony with God’s 
plans. AH 19

6 INFLUENCE—No man can bring into the church an
influence that He does not exert in His home life and in His 
business relations. CG 549

7 WELL-BEING, SUCCESS, PROSPERITY—The well
being of society, the success of the church, the prosperity of 
the nation, depend upon home influences. AH 15

8 CHRISTIAN HOME—A Christian home is one where 
love reigns and finds expression in words and acts of 
thoughtful kindness and gentle courtesy. AH 94



9 HEAVEN ON EARTH—[Home should be] a little 
heaven upon earth, a place where the affections are cultivated 
instead of being studiously repressed. AH 15

10 LOVE SEEN AND HEARD—Love should be seen in 
the looks and manners and heard in the tones of the voice.
AH 109

11 STUDY—Study to advance the happiness of each other. 
AH 106

12 HUSBAND IS HOUSE-BAND—The husband is the 
house-band of the home treasures, binding by his strong, 
earnest, devoted affection the members of the household, 
mother and children, together in the strongest bonds of union.

55
13 FATHER TO DO HIS PART—The father should do his 
part toward making home happy. Whatever his cares and 
business perplexities, they should not be permitted to 
overshadow his family; he should enter his home with smiles 
and pleasant words. AH 211, 212

14 FAMILY CENTERED IN FATHER—All members of 
the family center in the father. He is the lawmaker, illustrating 
in his own manly bearing the sterner virtues: energy, integrity, 
honesty, patience, courage, diligence, and practical usefulness. 
AH 212

15 MOTHER IS QUEEN—The mother is the queen of the 
home, and the children are her subjects. She is to rule her 
household wisely, in the dignity of her motherhood. Her 
influence in the home is to be paramount; her word, law. If 
she is a Christian, under God’s control, she will command the 
respect of her children. AH 232

16 CHILDREN’S FIRST LESSON—When the mother has 
gained the confidence of her children and taught them to love 
and obey her, she has given them the first lesson in the 
Christian life. AH 199

17 CHILDREN COME FIRST—Before visitors, before 
every other consideration, your children should come
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first-----The labor due your child during its early years will
admit of no neglect. AH 267

18 CHURCH—Parents, you have a church in your home,
and God demands that you bring into this church the grace of 
heaven, which is beyond computation, and the power of 
heaven, which is without measure. You can have this grace 
and this power if you will. RH 6/22/1905

19 MOTHER NOT A SLAVE—The children are to be 
taught to regard their mother, not as a slave whose work is to 
wait on them, but as a queen who is to guide and direct them, 
teaching them line upon line, precept upon precept. AH 232

20 CONSIDERATIONS—In choosing a home, God would 
have us consider, first of all, the moral and religious 
influences that will surround us and our families. PP 169

21 POWER OF CHRISTIANITY—The greatest evidence
of the power of Christianity that can be presented to the world 
is a well-ordered, well-disciplined family. This will 
recommend the truth as nothing else can. 4T 304

22 PARENTS SUCCESSFUL—One well-ordered, well- 
disciplined family tells more in behalf of Christianity than all 
the sermons that can be preached. Such a family gives 
evidence that the parents have been successful in following 
God’s directions, and that their children will serve Him in the 
church. AH 32

INDEPENDENCE
(Texts: Ps. 133:1; 1 Cor. 1:10; Gal. 6:3; Eph. 4:3,4-6, 13; John 
17:21, 22.)

1 CHRIST AND CHURCH—Some have advanced the
thought that, as we near the close of time, every child of God 
will act independently of any religious organization. But I 
have been instructed by the Lord that in this work there is no
such thing as every man’s being independent___In order that
the Lord’s work may advance healthfiilly and solidly, His 
people must draw together. 9T 258



2 DIVERSE YET RELATED—Like the different parts of 
a machine, all are closely related to one another, and all 
dependent upon one great Center. There is to be unity in 
diversity. No member of the Lord’s firm can work 
successfully in independence. Each is to work under the 
supervision of God; all are to use their entrusted capabilities 
in His service, that each may minister to the perfection of the 
whole. IHP 287

3 DEFER INDIVIDUAL JUDGMENT—They should also 
feel it a solemn duty to illustrate in their characters the 
teachings of Christ, being at peace one with another and 
moving in perfect harmony as an undivided whole. They 
should defer their individual judgment to the judgment of the 
body of the church. 4T 18

4 THE RESULT—Suppose Christ should abide in every 
heart and selfishness in all its forms should be banished from 
the church, what would be the result? Harmony, unity, and 
brotherly love would be seen as verily as in the church which 
Christ first established. 5T 206

5 DECEPTION THROUGH SELF-RELIANCE—Those 
who are inclined to regard their individual judgment as 
supreme are in grave peril.. . .  For any worker in the Lord’s 
cause to pass these [leaders] by, and to think that his light 
must come through no other channel than directly from God, 
is to place himself in a position where he is liable to be 
deceived by the enemy, and overthrown. AA 161,164

6 FIVE MINUTES—If pride and selfishness were laid 
aside, five minutes would remove most difficulties. EW 119

7 DISSENSION—Dissensions, unhappy differences, and 
petty church trials dishonor our Redeemer. All these may be 
avoided if self is surrendered to God and the followers of 
Jesus obey the voice of the church. 4T 19

8 RECLAIMING—Many are too severe in dealing with 
those whom they suppose to be in error. No one was ever 
reclaimed from a wrong position by censure and reproach; but 
many are thus driven further from the right path and led to 
harden their hearts against conviction. A spirit of kindness, a
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courteous, forebearing deportment may save the erring and 
hide a multitude of sins. PP 519, 520

9 THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE—It is the nicest and most 
critical work ever given to mortals, to deal with minds.. . .
The quality of independence which leads to a cautious,

^2 prayerful, deliberate opinion should not be easily yielded, not 
H  until the evidence is sufficiently strong to make it certain that 
£  we are wrong. 3T 104|
|  INVESTMENTS

(Texts: Matt. 13:44-46; 6:19, 20; 25:14-30.)

1 MAN’S VALUES—The enterprise which man values 
the most will be seen by His investments. IT 691

2 FAITH AND MEANS—When men are willing to 
become intelligent in regard to the cause of God because they 
have invested faith and means in it, God will help them to 
understand, and they will be steadfast in the faith. OHC 332

3 WEDDED TO TRUTH—Through every investment 
made, they will become more wedded to the cause of the 
present truth. CS 73

4 LAND—The temptation may come to you to invest your
money in land___But is there not a better way of investing
your means? . . .  Can you not see that He wants you to use 
your means in helping to build meeting-houses, in helping to 
establish sanitariums . . .  in helping to start schools? CS 45

5 ADVANCE GOD’S CAUSE—The only desire for 
worldly advantages should be that we may the better advance 
the cause of God. 5T 204

58



LEADERS
(Texts: Zech. 7:9, 10; 1 Chron. 13:1; Matt. 7:2; John 13:14,
15; 1 Tim. 2:2, 4; 5:17; 4:12.)

1 EXAMPLES—The spirit manifested by the leader will 
be, to a great extent, reflected by the people. ChS 177

2 LAYMEN TO LABOR—When men of business, 
farmers, mechanics, merchants, lawyers, etc., become 
members of the. church, they become servants of Christ; and 
although their talents may be entirely different, their 
responsibility to advance the cause of God by personal effort, 
and with their means, is no less than that which rests upon the 
minister. 4T 469

3 FAITHFUL—Let the church appoint pastors and elders 
who are devoted to the Lord Jesus, let these men see that 
officers are chosen who will attend faithfully to the work of 
gathering in the tithe. CS 106

4 URGE FAITHFULNESS—Those who hold positions of 
trust in the church should not be negligent, but they should see 
that the members are faithful in performing this duty.. . .  Let 
the elders and officers of the church follow the direction of the 
Sacred Word, and urge upon their members the necessity of 
faithfulness, in the payment of pledges, tithes, and offerings. 
CS 107

5 CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS—Many presidents of 
state conferences do not attend to that which is their work—to 
see that the elders and deacons. . .  do their work in the 
churches, by seeing that a faithful tithe is brought into the 
treasury. Malachi has specified that the condition of prosperity 
depends upon bringing to God’s treasury that which is His 
own. TM 305

6 PRESIDENTS AND ELDERS—Presidents of our 
conferences, do your duty; speak not your words, but a plain 
“thus saith the Lord.” Elders of churches, do your duty. Labor 
from home to home, that the flock of God shall not be remiss 
in this great matter, which involves such a blessing or such a 
curse. TM 306
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7 ELDERS AND OFFICERS—It is the duty of the elders 
and officers of the church to instruct the people on this 
important matter, and to set things in order. As laborers 
together with God, the officers of the church should be sound
upon this plainly revealed question___Let the elders and
officers . . .  urge upon their members the necessity of 
faithfulness in the payment of pledges, tithes, and offerings. 
CS 106,107

8 SUITABLE MEN—May the Lord impress upon the 
minds and hearts of all connected with the sacred work of 
God, the importance of ascertaining whether those who are to 
minister as deacons and elders are suitable men to be 
entrusted with the flock of God. 7BC 914, 195

METHODS
(Texts: Ex. 12:40,41; 13:17-22; 18:17-23; Prov. 16:3; 3:5,6; 
John 6:38; Acts 6:1-6; 13:1-3.)

1 IMPLANTING PRINCIPLES—To promote
righteousness they [Jews] resorted to external measures. They 
devised methods and plans. But Christ implants a principle.
COL 77

2 GOD AND MAN—Man has his part to act in promoting
the growth of the grain. He must prepare and enrich the soil 
and cast in the seed. He must till the fields. But there is a point 
beyond which he can accomplish nothing. No strength or 
wisdom of man can bring forth from the seed the living 
plant.. . .  As in the natural, so in the spiritual sowing; the 
teacher of truth must seek to prepare the soil of the heart; he 
must sow the seed; but the power that alone can produce life 
is from God. There is a point beyond which human effort is in 
vain. COL 63, 64

3 HUMAN EFFORT AND DIVINE POWER—In 
everything that tends to the sustenance of man is seen the 
concurrence of divine and human effort. There can be no 
reaping unless the human hand acts its part in the sowing of 
the seed. But without the agencies which God provides in 
giving sunshine and showers, dew and clouds, there would be



no increase. Thus it is in every business pursuit, in every 
department of study and science. Thus it is in spiritual things, 
in the formation of the character, and in every line of 
Christian work. We have a part to act, but we must have the 
power of divinity to unite with us, or our efforts will be in 
vain. COL 82

4 RESULTS—We are to do our work, and leave the
results with God. COL 64, 65

5 HUMAN EFFORT—Human effort of itself is not
sufficient. Without the aid of divine power, it avails nothing. 
God works and man works. AA 482

6 PERFORM DUTY—Christ’s ambassadors have nothing 
to do with consequences. They must perform their duty and 
leave the results with God. GC 609, 610

7 PRINCIPLE VS. FORCE—Not by force of arms, not by 
violent interpositions was the kingdom of God to prevail, but 
by the implanting of a new principle in the hearts of men. 
COL 35

MINISTERS
(Texts: 2 Cor. 6:4, 6; Eph. 3:8; Eph 4:1; 1 Tim. 6:11; 1 Tim 
4:14-16; 2 Tim 4:2, 5; Col. 1:10, 11; 1 Thess.5:14.)

1 POWER WITH GOD—All who have responsible 
positions must realize that they must first have power with 
God, in order that they may have power with the people.
LS 245

2 NEHEMIAH’S SPIRIT—Among the first to catch 
Nehemiah’s spirit of zeal and earnestness were the priests of 
Israel.. . .  Thus should it be in every holy enterprise.. . .  If
they move reluctantly, others will not move at all___When
their light bums brightly, a thousand torches will be kindled at 
the flame. ChS 175

3 EXPECT DISCOURAGEMENT—The servants of the 
Lord must expect every kind of discouragement. They will be
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tried, not only by the anger, contempt, and cruelty of enemies, 
but by the indolence, inconsistency, lukewarmness, and
treachery of friends and helpers___A remembrance of what
the Lord has done for us will prove a support in every danger. 
ChS 239, 240

4 PEOPLE REFLECT SPIRIT—The spirit manifested by
the leader will be, to a great extent, reflected by the people. If 
the leaders professing to believe the solemn, important truths 
that are to test the world at this time, manifest no ardent zeal 
to prepare a people to stand in the day of God, we must expect 
the church to be careless, indolent, and pleasure-loving.
ChS 177

62
5 SET EXAMPLE—Some of the ministers are asleep, and
the people are also asleep; but Satan is wide awake. There is 
but little sacrificing for God or the truth. Ministers must set 
the example. In their labors they should show that they esteem 
eternal things of infinite value and earthly things as nothing in 
comparison. There are ministers preaching present truth who 
must be converted. 2T 336

6 SELF-CONFIDENT—A few self-sacrificing godly men,
small in their own estimation, can do a greater amount of good 
than a much larger number if a part of these are unqualified 
for the work, yet self-confident and boastful of their own 
talents. IT 443

7 MINISTERS NOT FITTED FOR—Too often ministers 
have been brought in to carry responsibilities which they were 
in no way fitted to bear. Lay these responsibilities upon men 
who have business tact. 6T 216

8 WORK INCOMPLETE—Are you, brethren, preaching 
that part of the truth that pleases the people, while other parts 
of the work are left incomplete? Will it be necessary for 
someone to follow after you, and urge upon the people the 
duty of faithfully bringing all the tithes and offerings into the 
Lord’s treasury? This is the work of the minister, but it has 
been sadly neglected. The people have robbed God, and the 
wrong has been suffered because the minister did not want to 
displease his brethren. God calls these men unfaithful 
stewards. Ev 252



9 OBLIGATIONS TO GOD—Those who go forth as 
ministers have a solemn responsibility devolving upon them 
which is strangely neglected. Some enjoy preaching, but they 
do not give personal labor to the churches. There is great need 
of instruction concerning the obligations and duties to God, 
especially in regard to paying an honest tithe. 9T 250, 251

10 TITHE—It is the part of the minister’s work to teach 
those who accept the truth through His efforts, to bring the 
tithe to the storehouse, as an acknowledgment of their 
dependence upon God.. . .  He who neglects to give 
instruction on this point, leaves undone a most important part 
of His work. CS 105

11 SELF-SACRIFICE—And it is the duty of those who 
labor in word and doctrine to show an equal self-sacrifice. A 
solemn responsibility rests upon those who receive the liberal 
donations of the church, and administer the means in God’s 
treasury. GW 454

12 NOT FITTED—If the pastors show that they are not 
fitted for their charge, if they fail to set before the church the 
importance of returning to God His own, if they do not see to 
it that the officers under them are faithful, and that the tithe is 
brought in, they are in peril. They are neglecting a matter 
which involves a blessing or a curse to the church. They 
should be relieved of their responsibility, and other men 
should be tested and tried. CS 106

13 NATION’S SIN AND RUIN—In the Jewish nation it 
was the priests and teachers who, by misleading the people, 
had robbed God of the service which He claimed. It was they 
who turned the nation away from Christ.. . .  A nation’s sin 
and a nation’s ruin were due to the religious leaders.
COL 304, 305

14 REPRESENTATIVES OF CHRIST—The love of gain, 
the love of money, is becoming prominent with many of our 
ministers who profess to be representatives of Christ. 2T 619

15 SELFISHNESS AMONG—The hateful sin of 
selfishness exists to a great degree, even in some who profess 
to be devoted to the work of God. 2T 513
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16 NO OTHER BUSINESS—The energies of the minister 
are all needed for his high calling. His best powers belong to 
God. He should not engage in speculation or in any other 
business that would turn him aside from his great work.
AA 365, 366

17 WORLDLY ENTANGLEMENT—Especially should 
the minister keep Himself from every worldly entanglement, 
and bind Himself to the Source of all power, that He may 
represent correctly what it means to be a Christian. He should 
cut loose from everything that would in any way divert His 
mind from God and the great work for this time. CS 239

18 AN APOSTATE—When a minister who has labored 
successfully in securing souls for Jesus Christ abandons his 
sacred work in order to secure temporal gain, he is called an 
apostate, and he will be held accountable to God for the 
talents that he has misapplied. 4T 468,469

19 BUSINESS UNFITS THEM—Business cares and 
perplexities unfit them [ministers] for the consideration of 
matters relating to the spiritual interests of the work, which 
require the keenest perception, the most careful thought, the 
most delicate tact, and the deepest spiritual insight.
MS 26, 1903

20 BUSINESS MATTERS—Our ministers should learn to
let business and financial matters alone. Over and over again I 
have been instructed that this is not the work of the ministry. 
7T 252, 253

21 BURDEN—The burden of urging and pressing 
individuals to give of their means was not designed to be the 
work of God’s ministers. 3T 411

22 BOARDS/COMMITTEES—Why are those who are set 
apart for the work of the ministry placed on committees and 
boards? Why are they called upon to attend so many business 
meetings . . .  Why are not business matters placed in the hands 
of businessmen? The ministers have not been set apart to do 
this work. 7T 255



23 MINISTER/COUNSELOR—Let the ministers act as 
counselors, but lay not on them the financial responsibilities. 
6T216

24 LET BUSINESS ALONE—Our ministers should learn 
to let business . . .  matters alone. Over and over again I have 
been instructed that this is not the work of the ministry.
7T 252

25 BUSINESSMEN TO MANAGE—The finances of the 
cause are to be properly managed by businessmen of ability; 
but the preachers and evangelists are set apart for another line 
of work. Ev 92

26 EXERTING LITTLE EFFORT—We feel pained beyond 
measure to see some of our ministers hovering about the 
churches, apparently putting forth some little effort, but 
having next to nothing to show for their labors. 3T 406

27 HOUSE TO HOUSE—Some ministers fail of success 
because they do not give their undivided interest to the work 
when very much depends upon persistent and well-directed 
labor. Many are not laborers; they do not pursue their business 
outside of the pulpit. They shirk the duty of going from house 
to house and laboring wisely in the home circle. 4T 262

28 ADVANCEMENT—If any are qualified for a higher 
position, the Lord will lay the burden, not alone on them, but 
on those who have tested them, who know their worth, and 
who can understandingly urge them forward. MH 477

29 GOD DISHONORED—I saw that the cause of God had 
been hindered and dishonored by some traveling who had no 
message from God. Such will have to give an account to God 
for every dollar they have used in traveling where it was not 
their duty to go, because that money might have helped on the 
cause of God. EW 50

30 HUMAN RESOURCES—Our churches are weak 
because the members are educated to look to and depend upon 
human resources, and thousands of dollars are needlessly 
expended in transporting finite men from one place to another,
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in order that they may settle little difficulties, when Jesus is 
ever near to help. TM 380

31 CALLED BY LORD—The Lord must be given an
opportunity to show men their duty and to work upon their 
minds. No one is to bind himself to serve for a term of years 
under the direction of one group of men or in one specified 
branch of the Master’s work, for the Lord Himself will call 
men, as of old He called the humble fishermen. CH 395

MONEY
(Texts: Deut. 8:18; Isa. 55:2; 1 Tim. 6:9, 10; Prov. 15:27; 3:9; 
Matt. 22:19-21.)

66
1 BLESS OTHERS—Christians are safe only in acquiring 
money as God directs, and using it in channels which He can 
bless. God permits us to use His goods with an eye single to 
His Glory, to bless ourselves, that we may bless others.
CS 141

2 SERVICE—Money itself is the gift of God to men, to be 
used with fidelity in His service. CS 139

3 TRUST FROM GOD—Money is a trust from God. It is 
not ours to expend for the gratification of pride or ambition. In 
the hands of God’s children it is food for the hungry and 
clothing for the naked. It is a defense to the oppressed, a 
means of health to the sick, of preaching the gospel to the 
poor. You could bring happiness to many hearts by using 
wisely the money that is now spent for show. Consider the life 
of Christ. CT 302

4 POWER—From a worldly point of view, money is 
power; but from the Christian standpoint, love is power. 
4T138

5 MONEY NO SUBSTITUTE—There are some who 
think that if they give money to the cause of Christ, this is all 
they are required to do; the precious time in which they might 
do personal service for Him passes unimproved. But it is the 
privilege and duty of all who have health and strength to



render to God active service. All are to labor in winning souls 
to Christ. Donations of money cannot take the place of this. 
COL 343

6 WORLDLY ADVANTAGES—The only desire for
worldly advantages should be that we may the better advance 
the cause of God. 5T 204

7 STEWARDS OF GOD—We are merely stewards of 
God. We do not own the money that passes into our hands. In 
its disbursement we are to be co-laborers with Christ.. . .  
Every church member is bound by covenant relation with God 
to deny Himself of every extravagant outlay of means.
RH 1/17/1907

8 A BLESSING—Wealth will prove a blessing if we 
regard it as the Lord’s, to be received with thankfulness and 
with thankfulness returned to the Giver. 6T 453

67

9 EARTHLY RICHES—Many, when they begin to gather 
earthly riches, commence to calculate how long it will be 
before they can be in possession of a certain sum. In their 
anxiety to amass wealth for themselves they fail to become 
rich toward God. Their benevolence does not keep pace with 
their accumulation. 3T 403

10 HEAVENLY THINGS—It is impossible for men and 
women to keep the law of God and love money. 3T 130

11 LOVE OF—The love of money lies at the root of nearly 
all the crimes committed in the world. CS 330

12 LOVE OF JESUS—The love of Jesus and the love of 
money cannot dwell in the same heart. The love of God so far 
surpasses the love of money that the possessor breaks away 
from His riches and transfers His affections to God. CS 157

13 STUPEFIED—Many of the people of God are stupefied 
by the spirit of the world, and are denying their faith by their 
works. They cultivate a love for money, for houses and lands, 
until it absorbs the powers of mind and being, and shuts out 
love for the Creator and for souls for whom Christ died.
CS 209
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14 PARALYZING POWER—The power of the love of 
riches over the human mind is almost paralyzing. 2T 680

15 RULING PASSION—When the love of the world takes 
possession of the heart and becomes a ruling passion, there is
no room left for adoration to God___The mind loses its
remembrance of God and is narrowed and dwarfed to the 
accumulation of money. 3T 385

16 TYRANT RULING MAN—When the heart leans to its 
own preferences and inclinations, when the thought is 
cherished that money can confer happiness without the favor 
of God, then the money becomes a tyrant, ruling the man; it 
receives His confidence and esteem and is worshiped as a 
God. AH 372

68
17 SPENDTHRIFT REDEEMED—If the spendthrift is 
redeemed, it will be by having an object placed before Him 
that will show Him the sin of wasting His Lord’s goods.. . .  
We may be the means through which worthy objects may be 
presented before them in such a way as to win their affections 
for Christ and heavenly things. RH 6/23/96

18 GOD USES TO TEST US—God’s hand can prosper or 
withhold, and He frequently withholds from one while He 
seems to prosper another. All this is to test and prove men and 
to reveal the heart. 3T 547

MOTIVE
(Texts: Ex. 25:2; 2 Cor. 8:8, 12, 24; 9:7; Prov. 16:2; Gal. 5:22; 
1 John 4:7, 8.)

1 GLORY OF GOD—’’Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” Here is a 
principle which lies at the foundation of every act, thought, 
motive; the consecration of the entire being, both physical and 
mental, to the control of the Spirit of God. 3T 84

2 GIVES CHARACTER—It is the motive that gives 
character to our acts.. . .  The little duties cheerfully done, the 
little gifts which make no show, and which to human eyes



may appear worthless, often stand highest in His sight. A 
heart of faith and love is dearer to God than the most costly 
gift. CS 175,176

3 RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST—The religion of
Christ is something more than talk. The righteousness of 
Christ consists in right actions and good works from pure, 
unselfish motives. 3T 528

4 SACRIFICE—God does not accept the most splendid 
service unless self is laid upon the altar, a living, consuming 
sacrifice. The root must be holy, else there can be no sound, 
healthy fruit, which alone is acceptable to God. The heart 
must be converted and consecrated. The motives must be 
right. 7T 248, 249

5 MAKES OFFERING VALUABLE—It is the motive 
with which they work, not the amount they do, that makes 
their offering valuable in the sight of Heaven. GW 222

6 JUDGED—Every act is judged by the motives that 
prompt it. COL 316

7 OPPORTUNITY TO SIN—God knows every thought, 
every purpose, every plan, every motive. The books of heaven 
record the sins that would have been committed had there 
been opportunity. 5BC 1085

8 NEW HEART—When Jesus speaks of a new heart, He 
means the mind, the life, the whole being. To have a change 
of heart is to withdraw the affections from the world, and 
fasten them upon Christ. To have a new heart is to have a new 
mind, new purposes, new motives. What is the sign of a new 
heart? A changed life. There is a daily, hourly dying to 
selfishness and pride. MYP 72

9 IN HARMONY—Teach your children that the heart 
must be trained to self-control and self-denial. The motives of 
the life must be in harmony with the law of God. CG 558

10 CHRISTLIKE LOVE—Christlike love places the most 
favorable construction on the motives and acts of others. It 
does not needlessly expose their faults; it does not listen
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eagerly to unfavorable reports, but seeks rather to bring to 
mind the good qualities of others. A A 319

11 DON’T JUDGE ANOTHER—There is one thing that 
we have no right to do, and that is to judge another man’s 
heart or impugn his motives. But when a person presents 
himself as a candidate for church membership, we are to 
examine the fruit of his life, and leave the responsibility of his 
motive with himself. Ev 313

70

12 HIGHEST EFFICIENCY—The offering from the heart 
that loves, God delights to honor, giving it highest efficiency 
in service for Him. If we have given our hearts to Jesus, we 
also shall bring our gifts to Him. DA 65

13 HOW MUCH LOVE—God considers more with how 
much love we work, than the amount we do. TMK 167

14 LOVE PRINCIPLE—Love must be the principle of
action. Love is the underlying principle of God’s government 
in heaven and earth, and it must be the foundation of the 
Christian’s character.. . .  And love will be revealed in 
sacrifice. CS 197

15 LOVE—If the best we have is presented with a sincere 
heart, in love to God, from a longing desire to do service to 
Jesus, the gift is wholly acceptable. CS 161

16 WORTHLESS WITHOUT LOVE—No matter how high 
his profession, he whose heart is not imbued with love for 
God and for his fellow men is not a disciple of Christ. Though 
he should possess great faith, and even have power to work 
miracles, yet without love his faith would be worthless. He 
might display great liberality, but should he from some other 
motive than genuine love bestow all his goods to feed the 
poor, the act would not commend him to the favor of God. In 
his zeal he might even meet a martyr’s death, yet if destitute 
of the gold of love he would be regarded by God as a deluded 
enthusiast or an ambitious hypocrite. 5T 168

17 MINISTRY OF LOVE—In the early days of the third 
angel’s message those who established institutions, and those 
who labored in them, were actuated by high motives of



unselfishness. For their arduous labors they received no more 
than a mere pittance—barely enough for a meager support. 
But their hearts were baptized with the ministry of love.
2SM 177

18 MAKES VALUABLE—Frequently those who receive
the truth are among the poor of this world.. . .  They should 
not allow poverty to prevent them from laying up a treasure in 
heaven.. . .  It is the motive with which they work, not the 
amount they do, that makes their offering valuable in the sight 
of Heaven. GW 222

19 CHEERFUL, CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY—The spirit
of Christian liberality will strengthen as it is exercised, and 
will not need to be unhealthfully stimulated. All who possess 
this spirit, the spirit of Christ, will with cheerful alacrity press 
their gifts into the Lord’s treasury. CS 30

71

20 UNCERTAIN, IMPULSIVE GIFTS—The cause of 
benevolence would no longer be dependent on the uncertain 
gifts of impulse, and vary according to the changing feelings 
of men. CS 199, 200

21 WILLING OR RELUCTANT GIVER—The eye of God 
takes cognizance of every farthing devoted to His cause, and 
of the willingness or reluctance of the giver. The motive in 
giving is also chronicled. 2T 519

22 SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE—Systematic 
benevolence should not be made systematic compulsion. It is 
freewill offerings that are acceptable to God. True Christian 
benevolence springs from the principle of grateful love.
3T 396

23 DETERMINES VALUE—He taught that the value of 
the gift is estimated not by the amount, but by the proportion 
that is given and the motive that actuates the giver. AA 342

24 REWARD—The Lord desires us to rest in Him without
a question as to our measure of reward. When Christ abides in 
the soul, the thought of reward is not uppermost. This is not 
the motive that actuates our service. It is true that in a 
subordinate sense we should have respect to the recompense
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of reward. God desires us to appreciate His promised 
blessings. But He would not have us eager for rewards nor 
feel that for every duty we must receive compensation. 
COL 398

OFFERINGS
(Texts: Lev. 22:21; Ex. 25:2; Ex. 35:5-10; 1 Chron. 29:2-9; 
Mai. 1:6-8; 2 Cor. 9:7; 1 Cor. 16:2.)

PURPOSE

1 SHOW APPRECIATION—The Lord does not need our
offerings. We cannot enrich him by our gifts. Says the 
psalmist: “All things come of thee, and of thine own have we 
given thee.” Yet God permits us to show our appreciation of 
His mercies by self-sacrificing efforts to extend the same to 
others. This is the only way in which it is possible for us to 
manifest our gratitude and love to God. He has provided no 
other. CS 18,19

2 COMBATS SELFISHNESS—The plan of system in
benevolence God designed for the good of man, who is 
inclined to be selfish and to close His heart to generous deeds.
3T 393

3 AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT—As an acknowledgment 
that all things came from Him, the Lord directed that a portion 
of His bounty should be returned to Him in gifts and offerings 
to sustain His worship. PP 525

4 BECOME LIKE CREATOR—God planned the system 
of beneficence, in order that man might become like His 
Creator, benevolent and unselfish in character, and finally be a 
partaker with Christ of the eternal, glorious reward. CS 15

5 RESTORE DIVINE IMAGE—It is the glory of the 
gospel that it is founded upon the principle of restoring in the 
fallen race the divine image by a constant manifestation of 
benevolence. The cross of Christ appeals to the benevolence 
of every follower of the blessed Saviour. The principle there 
illustrated is to give, give. This, carried out in actual



benevolence and good works, is the true fruit of the Christian 
life. CS 14

6 MAN’S HAPPINESS—God could have reached His
object in saving sinners without the aid of man; but He knew 
that man could not be happy without acting a part in the great 
work in which He would be cultivating self-denial and 
benevolence. 3T 382

7 SALVATION OF SOULS—The more we invest in the 
cause of God to aid in the salvation of souls, the closer to our 
hearts will they be brought. 3T 405

DISINTERESTED BENEVOLENCE

1 CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE—I appeal to all who profess
to believe the truth, to consider the character and life of the 
Son of God. He is our example. His life was marked with 
disinterested benevolence. He was ever touched with human 
woe. He went about doing good. There was not one selfish act 
in all His life. IT 482

2 CHRIST’S LIFE—His [Christ’s] life was without selfish
interest, but ever marked with disinterested benevolence.
EW 269

3 LIFE OF SOUL—Benevolence was the life of His 
[Christ’s] soul. DA 191

4 VITAL PRINCIPLE—Every minister should be a 
consecrated missionary, every layman a worker, using his 
talents of influence and means in his Lord’s service; for active 
benevolence is a vital principle of Christianity. 5T 381

5 CHRISTIAN CHARACTER—Christian character can 
be symmetrically and completely formed only when the 
human agent regards it as a privilege to work disinterestedly 
in the proclamation of the truth and to sustain the cause of 
God with means. 9T 127

6 UNSELFISH LIBERALITY—Unselfish liberality threw 
the early church into a transport of joy. Their benevolent
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energy testified that they had not received the grace of God in 
vain. RH 12/10/01

7 OBJECT IN LIFE—Disinterested benevolence,. . .  if 
exercised, would increase and strengthen until it would be 
your delight to live for others’ good. You would feel that you 
had an object in life, a purpose that would bring you returns of 
greater value than money. 3T 522

8 CHARITY—’’Charity seeketh not her own.” This is the 
fruit of that disinterested love and benevolence which 
characterized the life of Christ. RH 12/15/1874

74

9 ROBBERY—Many names are enrolled on the church
book that have robbery recorded against them in the Ledger of 
Heaven. And unless these repent and work for the Master with 
disinterested benevolence, they will certainly share in the 
doom of the unfaithful steward. 4T 481,482

10 LAST MESSAGE OF MERCY—The last rays of 
merciful light, the last message of mercy to be given to the 
world, is a revelation of His [Christ’s] character of love. The 
children of God are to manifest His glory. In their own life 
and character they are to reveal what the grace of God has 
done for them. COL 415,416

VOLUNTARY

1 PLAN OF REDEMPTION—The plan of redemption 
was entirely voluntary on the part of our Redeemer, and it is 
the purpose of Christ that all our benevolence should be 
freewill offerings. 3T 413

2 WILLING OBEDIENCE—Let willing obedience and 
pure love bind upon the altar every offering that is made to 
God; for with such sacrifices He is well pleased, while those 
that are offered grudgingly are an offense to Him. 5T 269,270

3 GIVE CHEERFULLY—God wants no unwilling 
offering, no pressed sacrifice. Those who are thoroughly 
converted and who appreciate the work of God will give 
cheerfully the little required of them, considering it a privilege 
to bestow. IT 546



4 INVESTMENT SAFE—When God calls for our 
treasure, whatever the amount may be, the willing response 
makes the gift a consecrated offering to Him.. . .  The 
investment is safe. The money is placed in bags that have no 
holes. 4T 79

5 ELOQUENT APPEALS—God designs that the exercise 
of benevolence shall be purely voluntary, not having recourse 
even to eloquent appeals to excite sympathy. 3T 413

6 FREEWILL OFFERINGS—The plan of redemption was 
entirely voluntary on the part of our Redeemer, and it is the 
purpose of Christ that all our benevolence should be freewill 
offerings. 3T413
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1 ORIGINATED WITH GOD—Systematic benevolence 
looks to you as needless; you overlook the fact that it 
originated with God, whose wisdom is unerring. IT 545

2 SIMPLICITY—The simplicity of the plan of systematic 
benevolence does not detract from its merits, but extols the 
wisdom of God in its arrangement. Everything bearing the 
divine stamp unites simplicity with utility. 3T 409

3 MAN’S BENEFIT—God’s providence has arranged the 
entire plan of systematic benevolence for the benefit of man. 
3T 399

4 SPECIAL COVENANT—The Lord made a special 
covenant with men, that if they would regularly set apart the 
portion designated for the advancement of Christ’s 
kingdom . . .  there would not be room to receive His gifts.
CS 77

5 EXAMINE INCOME—Let each regularly examine His 
income, which is all a blessing from God, and set apart the 
tithe as a separate fund, to be sacredly the Lord’s . . .  after the 
tithe is set apart, let gifts and offerings be apportioned, as God 
hath prospered you. CS 81
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PROPORTIONATE

1 LIGHT AND PRIVILEGES—The principle laid down 
by Christ is that our offerings to God should be in proportion 
to the light and privileges enjoyed. PP 528

2 BASED ON INCOME—In the Bible system of tithes 
and offerings the amounts paid by different persons will of

O  course vary greatly, since they are proportioned to the income.
g  CS 73
Get
S  3 LARGE AND SMALL FOR HIS GLORY—As all learn 
q  the lesson of faithfully rendering to God what is His due, He 

through His providence will enable some to bring princely 
offerings. He will enable others to make smaller offerings, and 
the small and the large gifts are acceptable to Him if given 
with an eye single to His glory. TMK 220

4 EXCEED REQUIREMENT—In determining the 
proportion to be given to the cause of God, be sure to exceed, 
rather than fall short, of the requirements of duty. 4T 485

5 AS GOD PROSPERS—After the tithe is set apart, let 
the gifts and offerings be apportioned, “as God hath 
prospered” you. CS 81

6 MEANS ENOUGH—There is means enough in the 
hands of the believers to amply sustain the work . . .  without 
embarrassing any, if all would do their proportionate part.
5T 630

7 RETURNS TO US—He encourages us to give to Him, 
declaring that the returns He makes to us will be proportionate 
to our gifts to Him. CS 91

POTENTIAL

1 GOD WILL MULTIPLY—The gift brought to Him with
thanksgiving and with prayer for His blessing, He will 
multiply as He multiplied the food given to the sons of the 
prophets and to the weary multitude. PK 243



2 ABUNDANT RESOURCES—The means in our 
possession may not seem to be sufficient for the work; but if 
we will move forward in faith, believing in the all-sufficient 
power of God, abundant resources will open before us.
DA 371

3 GOD WILL ENLARGE—Let us have faith to believe 
that He will enlarge our offerings until they are sufficient to 
place His institutions on vantage ground. 6T 467

4 INCREASE THROUGH IMPARTING—The little that 
is wisely and economically used in the service of the Lord of 
heaven will increase in the very act of imparting. DA 371

5 MULTIPLIED HUNDREDFOLD—It is the grace of 
God on the small portion that makes it all-sufficient. God’s 
hand can multiply it a hundredfold. PK 241

77

6 MORE THAN SUFFICIENT—'The supply in their
hands may seem to fall short of the need to be filled; but in the 
hands of the Lord it will prove more than sufficient. PK 243

7 OUTSIDE SOURCES—Times are growing hard, and
money is difficult to obtain; but God will open the way for us 
from sources outside our own people. TM 210

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

1 TREASURER FOR LORD—God’s plan in the tithing 
system is beautiful in its simplicity and equality. Every man, 
woman, and youth may become a treasurer for the Lord.
GW 223

2 EXAMPLE TO OTHERS—I would that all the young 
could understand how precious is the offering of the youthful 
heart to God.. . .  Jesus knows them by name, and their 
example is helping other youths to do right. ML 160

3 LEARNING TO GIVE—[Proper training] will aid the 
youth in learning to give, not from the mere impulse of the 
moment, as their feelings are stirred, but regularly and 
systematically. Ed 239
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4 EARN MEANS—If they were encouraged to do so, the
children would earn means to devote to benevolent purposes, 
and to the advancement of the cause of God; and their 
interests would be increased by the fact that they had invested 
something in these enterprises. CSW 140, 141

HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONS

78

1 ADVANCE MISSIONARY WORK—To show a liberal, 
self-denying spirit for the success of foreign missions is a sure 
way to advance home missionary work; for the prosperity of 
the home work depends largely, under God, upon the reflex 
influence of the evangelical work done in countries afar off. 
GW 465, 466

2 UNSELFISH LIBERALITY—Unselfish liberality threw 
the early church into a transport of joy; for the believers knew 
that their efforts were helping to send the gospel message to 
those in darkness. Their benevolence testified that they had 
not received the grace of God in vain. AA 344

3 CRIPPLING REGIONS BEYOND—Means are not to
be drawn from the treasury to establish institutions in the 
home field, at a risk of crippling the advancement of truth in 
regions beyond. God’s money is to be used not only in your 
immediate vicinity, but in distant countries, in the islands of 
the sea. If His people do not engage in this work, God will 
surely remove the power that is not rightly appropriated. 
7T215

4 SELFISH AMBITION—It is selfish ambition that leads
men to call for more for a field already possessing ample 
facilities, while missionary fields are in need. GW 455, 456

JEWS

1 LIBERALITY NOT EQUALED—The liberality of the 
Jews in the construction of the tabernacle and the erection of 
the temple illustrates a spirit of benevolence which has not 
been equaled by Christians of any later date. 4T 77

2 SECOND TITHE—To promote the assembling of the 
people for religious service, as well as to provide for the poor,



a second tithe of all the increase was required. Concerning the 
first tithe, the Lord had declared, “I have given the children of 
Levi all the tenth in Israel” (Numbers 18:21). But in regard to 
the second He commanded, “Thou shalt eat before the Lord 
thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his name 
there, the tithe of thy com, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and 
the firstlings of thy herds.. . . ” (Deuteronomy 14:23, 29;
16:11-14. This tithe, or its equivalent in money, they were for 
two years to bring to the place where the sanctuary was 
established.. . .  Every third year, however, this second tithe 
was to be used at home, in entertaining the Levite and the 
poor...  (Deuteronomy 26:12). PP 530

3 ONE FOURTH OF INCOME—The contributions 
required of the Hebrews for religious and charitable purposes 
amounted to fully one fourth of their income. So heavy a tax 
upon the resources of the people might be expected to reduce 
them to poverty; but, on the contrary, the faithful observance 
of these regulations was one of the conditions of their 
prosperity. PP 527
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4 ONE THIRD OF INCOME—A conscientious few made 
returns to God of about one third of all their income for the 
benefit of religious interests and for the benefit of the poor.
4T 467

5 GOD REQUIRES—God requires no less of His people 
in these last days, in sacrifices and offerings, than he did of 
the Jewish nation. 2T 574

IMPULSE

1 IMPULSE—This matter of giving is not left to impulse. 
God has given us definite instruction in regard to it. He 
desires us to give regularly and systematically. 3T 393

2 DON’T TRUST FEELINGS—Do not trust to your 
feelings and give when you feel like it and withhold when you 
do not feel like it. Give regularly. 5T 151

3 THRILLING MISSIONARY APPEALS—The 
followers of Christ should not wait for thrilling missionary 
appeals to arouse them to action. If spiritually awake, they
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would hear in the income of every week, whether much or 
little, the voice of God and of conscience with authority 
demanding the tithes and offerings due the Lord. 4T 474,475

4 UNSAFE—Selfishness is the strongest and most general
of human impulses, the struggle of the soul between sympathy 
and covetousness is an unequal contest; for while selfishness 
is the strongest passion, love and benevolence are too often 
the weakest, and as a rule the evil gains the victory. Therefore 
in our labors and gifts for God’s cause, it is unsafe to be 
controlled by feeling or impulse. CS 25

5 EMOTIONAL SPASMS—It is not fitful service that
God accepts; it is not emotional spasms of piety that make us 
children of God. He calls upon us to work from principles that 
are true, firm, and abiding. WM 38, 39

SUBSTITUTES

1 APPEARANCE OF SANCTITY—In professedly 
Christian gatherings Satan throws a religious garment over 
delusive pleasures and unholy revelings to give them the 
appearance of sanctity, and the consciences of many are 
quieted because means are raised to defray church expenses. 
Men refuse to give for the love of God but for the love of 
pleasure, and the indulgence of appetite for selfish 
consideration they will part with their money. CS 202, 203

2 APPEAL TO APPETITE—Instead of appealing to 
man’s reason, to his benevolence, his humanity, his nobler 
faculties, the most successful appeal that can be made is to the 
appetite. The gratification of the appetite will induce men to 
give means when otherwise they would do nothing. 2SM 413

3 LOVE OF PLEASURE—Men refuse to give for the love 
of God; but for the love of pleasure, and the indulgence of 
appetite for selfish considerations, they will part with their 
money. CS 202, 203

4 APPETITE AND AMUSEMENTS—We do not propose
to appeal to the lust of appetite or resort to carnal amusements 
as an inducement to Christ’s professed followers to give of the 
means which God has entrusted to them. CS 202



5 FAIRS, LOTTERIES, PARTIES—If professing 
Christians would faithfully bring to God their tithes and 
offerings, His treasury would be full. There would then be no 
occasion to resort to fairs, lotteries, or parties of pleasure to 
secure funds for the support of the gospel. A A 338

6 DISRESPECT AND DESECRATION—Often the place 
set apart for God’s worship is desecrated by feasting and 
drinking, buying, selling, and merry-making. Respect for the 
house of God and reverence for His worship are lessened in 
the minds of the youth. The barriers of self-restraint are 
weakened. Selfishness, appetite, and the love of display are 
appealed to, and they strengthen as they are indulged. 9T 91

7 APPEARANCE OF SANCTITY—In professedly
Christian gatherings Satan throws a religious garment over 
delusive pleasures and unholy revelings to give them the 
appearance of sanctity, and the consciences of many are 
quieted because means are raised to defray church expenses. 
Men refuse to give for the love of God but for the love of 
pleasure, and the indulgence of appetite for selfish 
consideration they will part with their money. CS 202, 203

8 UNCHRISTIAN AND UNHALLOWED METHODS— 
If His people were liberally to sustain His cause by voluntary 
gifts instead of resorting to unchristian and unhallowed 
methods to fill the treasury, God would be honored, and many 
more souls would be won to Christ. PP 529

9 NO GRAND FEAST—The plan of Moses to raise
means for the building of the tabernacle was highly 
successful.. . .  Nor did he employ any of the devices to which 
churches in our day so often resort. He made no grand feast. 
He did not invite the people to scenes of gaiety, dancing, and 
general amusement; neither did he institute lotteries, nor 
anything of this profane order.. . .  The Lord directed Moses 
to invite the children of Israel to bring their offerings. He was 
to accept gifts from everyone that gave willingly, from his 
heart. And the offerings came in so great abundance that 
Moses bade the people cease bringing, for they had supplied 
more than could be used. PP 529
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1 GOD LIMITS BLESSINGS—When they robbed God in 
tithes and offerings they were made to realize that they were 
not only robbing Him but themselves, for He limited His 
blessings to them just in proportion as they limited their 
offerings to Him. 3T 395

2 SUFFER LOSS—Those who have thought to increase 
their gains by withholding from God, by bringing Him an 
inferior offering—the lame, the blind, the diseased—have 
been sure to suffer loss. 3T 546

82

3 FOR OWN USE—I saw that many who professed to be
keeping the commandments of God are appropriating to their 
own use the means which the Lord has entrusted to them and 
which should come into His treasury. RH 9/23/1873

OWNERSHIP
(Texts: Ps. 24:1; Ps. 50:10, 11; Hag. 2:8; Ps. 100:3; Deut. 
8:18; Ps. 116:12; Matt. 25:14, 15; Acts 4:32, 33.)

1 CREATOR/PROPRIETOR—That which lies at the 
foundation of business integrity and of true success is the 
recognition of God’s ownership. The Creator of all things, He 
is the original proprietor. We are His stewards. AH 367

2 PROPERTY OF GOD—Every human being, in body, 
soul, and spirit, is the property of God. Christ died to redeem 
all. DA 488

3 HIS CHILDREN—Because we are the gift of His 
Father, and the reward of His work, Jesus loves us. He loves 
us as His children. DA 483

4 BELONG TO GOD—All your powers belong to God. 
He asks the whole heart. He asks your physical and your 
mental strength. For it is His own. He asks your money; for 
every dollar of it has been entrusted to your keeping and you 
are His stewards. RH 10/21/1884



5 LIVING FAITH—The Lord Jesus imparts all the powers, 
all the grace, all the penitence, all the inclination, all the 
pardon of sins, in presenting His righteousness for man to 
grasp by living faith—which is also the gift of God.
MS 36, 1890

6 FAITH—Faith is trusting God—believing that He loves 
us, and knows best what is for our good. Thus, instead of our 
own, it leads us to choose His way. In place of our ignorance, 
it accepts His wisdom; in place of our weakness, His strength; 
in place of our sinfulness, His righteousness. Our lives, 
ourselves, are already His; faith acknowledges His ownership 
and accepts its blessing. Ed 253

7 IN TRUST—Money is not ours; houses and grounds, 
pictures and furniture, garments and luxuries, do not belong to 
u s .. . .  We have only a grant of those things that are necessary 
for health and life.. . .  Our temporal blessings are given us in 
trust, to prove whether we can be entrusted with eternal riches. 
AH 367
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8 ACCOUNTABLE FOR USE OF POSSESSIONS— 
Some think that only a portion of their means is the Lord’s . . . .  
But in this they mistake. All we possess is the Lord’s, and we 
are accountable to Him for the use we make of it. COL 351

9 LOYALTY AND SUBMISSION—All that we have is 
from God. He lays His hand upon our possessions, saying: “I 
am the rightful owner of the whole universe; these are My 
goods. Consecrate to me the tithe and offerings. As you bring 
these specified goods as a token of your loyalty and your 
submission to My sovereignty, My blessing shall increase your 
substance, and you will have abundance. 9T 245

10 GOD IS TRUE PROPRIETOR—The people were 
constantly reminded that God was the true proprietor of their 
fields, their flocks, and their herds; that He sent them sunshine 
and rain for their seedtime and harvest, and that everything 
they possessed was His creation, and He had made them 
stewards of His goods. PP 526

11 FIRST FRUITS—In every dispensation . . .  God has 
claimed the property of man, saying, “I am the rightful owner
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of the universe; therefore consecrate to Me thy first fruits.
4T 477

12 REMINDER—The Lord created every tree in Eden 
pleasant to the eyes and good for food, and He bade Adam 
and Eve freely enjoy His bounties. But He made one 
exception. Of the tree of knowledge of good and evil they 
were not to eat. This tree God reserved as a constant reminder 
of His ownership of all. Thus He gave them opportunity to 
demonstrate their faith and trust in Him by their perfect 
obedience to His requirement. So it is with God’s claims upon 
us. He places His treasures in the hands of men, but requires 
that one-tenth shall be faithfully laid aside for His work. He 
requires this portion to be placed in His treasury. It is to be 
rendered to Him as His own: it is sacred and is to be used for 
sacred purposes, for the support of those who carry the 
message of salvation to all parts of the world. 6T 386

13 GOD’S SONS AND DAUGHTERS—We belong to 
God; we are His sons and daughters—His by creation and His 
by the gift of His only-begotten Son for our redemption.. . .  
The mind, the heart, the will, and the affections belong to 
God; the money that we handle is the Lord’s. CS 72

PARTNERSHIP
(Texts: Deut. 7:6-9; Ps. 78:22; Ps. 119:133; John 15:16; Prov. 
14:17; 2 Cor. 5:20.)

1 GOD’S CO-PARTNER—Man is honored by being 
made a co-partner in God’s firm. SD 15

2 WISDOM GIVEN—Among the multitude were 
Egyptians, who had acted as overseers for such work, and 
thoroughly understood how it should be done. But the work 
was not dependent upon them. The Lord united with human 
agencies, giving them wisdom to work skillfully. 1BC 1108



3 GREATEST LESSON—The greatest lesson to be taught 
and to be learned is the lesson of copartnership with Christ in 
the work of salvation. CT 434

4 NONE BEFORE CHRIST—When we are in harmony 
with God, the thought of His honor and glory comes before 
everything else. No person is preferred before Him in our gifts 
and offerings. We have a sense of what it means to be partners 
with Christ in the sacred firm. 6T 104

5 GOD SUPPLIES RESOURCES—The Lord does not 
propose to come to this world, and lay down gold and silver 
for the advancement of His work. He supplies men with 
resources, that by their gifts and offerings they may keep His 
work advancing. CS 36

6 ETERNAL PLAN—Every man has His place in the 
eternal plan of heaven. Whether we fill that place depends 
upon our faithfulness in co-operating with God. MH 476

PLANNING
(Texts: Ps. 16:7; Prov. 15:22; Ps. 32:8; Prov. 20:5; Prov. 16:3; 
Prov. 24:6; Luke 14:28-31; Jer. 29:11.)

1 WISE METHODS—Much has been lost for want of 
wise methods of labor. Ev 68

2 OUR PLANS—Our plans are not always God’s
plans___Often our plans fail, that God’s plans for us may
succeed. MH 473

3 GREAT WORK—A great work is to be accomplished; 
broader plans must be laid.. . .  We need the courage of heroes 
and the faith of martyrs. 5T 187

4 GOD’S PLANS HIGHER—God’s plans and God’s 
thoughts are as much higher than man’s plans and man’s 
thoughts as the heavens are higher than the earth. 8T 235

PLANNING
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5 NO DEFINITE FORM—Some have no firmness of 
character. Their plans and purposes have no definite form and 
consistency. They are of but little practical use in the world. 
MH 498

6 NARROW IN PLANS—We are altogether too narrow in
our plans. We need to be broader minded___We must get
away from our smallness and make larger plans. Ev 46

7 DECIDED CHANGE—There must be a decided change 
in the church which will inconvenience those who are 
reclining on their lees [inactive].. . .  There must be an 
awakening, a spiritual renovation. The temperature of 
Christian piety must be raised. Plans must be devised and 
executed for the spread of truth to all nations of the earth.
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8 ACCEPT HIS PLANS—Lay all your plans before God, 
to be carried out or given up, as His providence shall indicate. 
Accept His plans instead of your own, even though their 
acceptance requires the abandonment of cherished projects.
7T 44

9 CLAIM PROMISES—If we come to God in a humble 
and teachable spirit, not with our plans all formed before we 
ask Him, and shaped according to our own will, but in 
submission, in willingness to be taught, in faith, it is our 
privilege to claim the promise every hour of the day.
TMK 249

10 MAN’S WISDOM INSANITY—Men cannot depart 
from the counsel of God and still retain that calmness and 
wisdom which will enable them to act with justice and 
discretion. There is no insanity so dreadful, so hopeless, as 
that of following human wisdom, unguided by the wisdom of 
God. PP 658

11 HARMONIOUSLY UNITED—While extensive plans 
should be laid, great care must be taken that the work in each 
branch of the cause be harmoniously united with that in every 
other branch, thus making a perfect whole. But too often it has 
been the reverse of this.. . .  One man who has the oversight of 
a certain branch of the work magnifies his responsibilities



until, in his estimation, that one department is above every 
other.. . .  [This narrow view] i s . . .  not the spirit of Christ.
5T 726

12 NEW PLANS AND METHODS—There must be no 
fixed rules; our work is progressive work, and there must be 
room left for methods to be improved upon.. . .  Some of the 
methods used in this work will be different from the methods 
used in the work in the past; but let no one, because of this, 
block the way by criticism.. . .  Men are needed who pray to 
God for wisdom, and who, under the guidance of God, can put 
new life into the old methods of labor and can invent new 
plans and new methods of awakening the interest of church 
members and reaching the men and women of the world.
Ev 105
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13 WELL-MATURED PLANS—Careful consideration and 
well-matured plans are as essential to the success of sacred 
enterprises today as in the time of Nehemiah. ChS 239

14 WELL-DEFINED PLANS—Well-defined plans should 
be freely presented to all whom they may concern, and it 
should be ascertained that they are understood. Then require 
of all those who are at the head of the various departments to 
cooperate in the execution of these plans. If this sure and 
radical method is properly adopted and followed up with 
interest and good will, it will avoid much work being done 
without any definite object, much useless friction. Ev 94

15 EFFICIENT FOR GOOD—Only the work accomplished 
with much prayer, and sanctified by the merit of Christ, will in 
the end prove to have been efficient for good. ChS 99

16 SIMPLE PLANS—The more simple our plans for work 
in God’s service, the more we shall accomplish. To adopt 
worldly policy in the work of God is to invite disaster and 
defeat. Simplicity and humility must characterize every 
effective effort for the advancement of His kingdom. 7T 215

17 SPREAD PLAN BEFORE GOD—Every jot of ability is 
to be used, and sharp, calm, deep thinking is to be done. The 
wisdom of any human agent is not sufficient for the planning 
and devising in this time. Spread every plan before God with

PLANNING



fasting, with the humbling of the soul before the Lord Jesus, 
and commit thy ways unto the Lord. The sure promise is, He 
will direct thy paths. He is infinite in resources. 2SM 364

18 FOLLOWING GOD’S DIRECTIONS—If we plan 
according to our own ideas, the Lord will leave us to our own 
mistakes. But when, after following His directions, we are 
brought into strait places, He will deliver us. DA 369

19 GOD APPROVES—A sincere Christian will make no 
P4 plans that God can not approve. MH 359
O
£  20 DON’T FOLLOW SAME METHODS—We are to

study the field carefully and are not to think that we must 
follow the same methods in every place. Ev 125

21 IMPORTANCE OF MESSAGE—God’s servants in this 
age have been given most solemn truths to proclaim, and their 
actions and methods and plans must correspond to the 
importance of their message. 9T 143

POOR
(Texts: Ps. 41:1, 2; 74:21; Prov. 22:2; Zeph. 3:12; Matt. 5:3; 
Matt. 11:5)

1 TESTING OUR HEARTS—In placing among us the 
poor and suffering, the Lord is testing us to reveal what is in 
our hearts.. . .  The culture of the mind and heart is more 
easily accomplished when we feel such tender sympathy for 
others that we bestow our benefits and privileges to relieve 
their necessities. IHP 324

2 BENEVOLENCE GREATER IN POOR—Experience 
shows that a spirit of benevolence is more frequently found 
among those of limited means than among the more wealthy. 
CS 177, 178

3 JESUS IDENTIFIES WITH SUFFERING—Remember 
the poor. Forego some of your luxuries, yea even comforts, 
and help those who can obtain only the most meager food and 
clothing. In doing for them you are doing for Jesus in the



person of His saints. He identifies himself with suffering 
humanity. Do not wait until your imaginary wants are all 
satisfied. Do not trust to your feelings and give when you feel 
like it and withhold when you do not feel like it. Give 
regularly. 5T 151

4 OVER-GIVING—Sin will rest upon us as a people if we
do not make most earnest efforts to ascertain those who have 
donated to the different enterprises who are too poor to give 
anything. All that they, in the liberality of their souls, have 
given should be returned to them with an additional gift to 
relieve their necessities. 3T 510, 511

5 WILLING TO BE INSTRUCTED—If those who have
not made life a success were willing to be instructed, they 
could train themselves to habits of self-denial and strict 
economy, and have the satisfaction of being distributors, 
rather than receivers of charity. 3T 400,401

6 ALSO RESPONSIBLE—Many poor men who are now
content to do nothing for the good of their fellow men and for 
the advancement of the cause of God might do much if they 
would. They are as accountable to God for their capital of 
physical strength as is the rich man for his capital of money. 
3T 400

7 SIN TO SUPPORT IDLENESS—It is a sin to support 
and indulge in idleness those who are able to labor. EW 57

8 NOT TO SUPPORT INDOLENT—The Lord does not 
require the hard-working man to support those who are not 
diligent. CS 122

9 POOR MAN’S OFFERING—There is a sacredness in 
the poor man’s offering that is not found in the rich man’s 
gift; for the rich give of their abundance. RH 12/15/1874

10 PRECIOUS—There are brethren who have little of this 
world’s goods, yet are ever ready with their donations.. . .
God calls them rich, because as fast as money comes into then- 
hands, they send it before them to the bank of heaven, where 
it is placed to their account. Such are precious in the sight of 
the Lord. RH 12/18/1888
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11 MORE VALUE—The smallest sums given cheerfully 
by those who are in limited circumstances are fully as 
acceptable to God, and even of more value in His sight, than 
the offerings of the rich who can bestow their thousands, and 
yet exercise no self-denial and feel no lack. CS 30

12 LOVE—In the balances of the sanctuary the gifts of the 
poor, made from love to Christ, are not estimated according to 
the amount given, but according to the love which prompts the 
sacrifice. 3T 398, 399

90

13 SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE—Even if the church 
is composed mostly of poor brethren, the subject of systematic 
benevolence should be thoroughly explained, and the plan 
heartily adopted. Ev 251

14 PRIVILEGE OF GIVING—The poor are not excluded 
from the privilege of giving.. . .  The lesson that Christ gave in 
regard to the widow’s two mites shows us that the smallest 
offerings of the poor, if given from a heart of love, are as 
acceptable as the largest donations of the rich. 9T 224

15 SHOW GRATITUDE—Among the poor there are many
who long to show their gratitude to God for His grace and 
truth.. . .  These souls should not be repulsed. Let them lay up 
their mites in the bank of heaven. If given from a heart filled 
with love for God, these seeming trifles become consecrated 
gifts, priceless offerings, which God smiles upon and blesses. 
DA 615

PRAISE
(Texts: Ps. 22:22; Ps. 71:14,15; Ps. 138:1-3; Ps. 150; Ps. 
118:21; Rev. 19:5-7.)

PRAISE TO GOD

1 A DUTY—To praise God in fullness and sincerity of 
heart is as much a duty as is prayer. COL 299

2 OUR EXPERIENCE—Far more than we do, we need to 
speak of the precious chapters in our experience. After a



special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, our joy in the Lord and 
our efficiency in His service would be greatly increased by 
recounting His goodness.. . .  These exercises drive back the 
power of Satan. COL 299, 300

3 POWER IN PRAYER—If the lovingkindness of God 
called forth more thanksgiving and praise, we could have far 
more power in prayer. 5T 317

4 STEADILY INCREASE—If more praising of God were 
engaged in now, hope and courage and faith would steadily 
increase. PK 202

5 OUR OWN INDIVIDUALITY—God desires that our 
praise shall ascend to Him, marked with our own 
individuality. These precious acknowledgments to the praise 
of the glory of His grace, when supported by a Christlike life, 
have an irresistible power, that works for the salvation of 
souls. It is for our own benefit to keep every gift of God fresh 
in our memory. By this means faith is strengthened to claim 
and receive more and more. MH 100
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6 OUR HIGH PRIVILEGE—[The Lord] desires us to 
serve Him in newness of life, with gladness every day. He 
longs to see gratitude welling up in our hearts because our 
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life, because we may 
cast all our care upon Him who cares for us. He bids us 
rejoice because we are the heritage of the Lord, because the 
righteousness of Christ is the white robe of His saints, because 
we have the blessed hope of the soon coming of our Saviour. 
COL 299

7 FIRST WORK—Be joyful in God. Christ is light, and in 
Him is no darkness at all. Look toward the light. Accustom 
yourselves to speak the praise of God. Make others happy. 
This is your first work. It will strengthen the best traits of 
character. Throw the windows of the soul wide open 
heavenward, and let the sunshine of Christ’s righteousness in. 
Morning, noon, and night your hearts may be filled with the 
bright rays of heaven’s light. WM 79

8 IMPRESSING TRUTH—Song is one of the most 
effective means of impressing spiritual truth upon the heart.

Ev 500
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9 WEAPON—Song is a weapon that we can always use 
against discouragement. Ev 499

10 CHRIST WHEN TEMPTED—When Christ was a child 
like these children here, He was tempted to sin, but He did not 
yield to temptation. As He grew older He was tempted, but the 
songs His mother had taught Him to sing came into His mind, 
and He would lift His voice in praise. And before His 
companions were aware of it, they would be singing with 
Him. Ev 498

11 MORNING LIGHT—The early morning often found
Him in some secluded place, meditating, searching the 
Scriptures, or in prayer. With the voice of singing He 
welcomed the morning light. With songs of thanksgiving He 
cheered His hours of labor___MH 52

12 NAZARETH—Often the dwellers in Nazareth heard His
voice raised in praise and thanksgiving to God. He held 
communion with heaven in song; and as His companions 
complained of weariness from labor, they were cheered by the 
sweet melody from His lips. His praise seemed to banish the 
evil angels, and, like incense, fill the place with fragrance.
Ev 499

13 PEOPLE OF ISRAEL—The people of Israel, as they 
journeyed through the wilderness, praised God in sacred song. 
The commandments and promises of the Lord were set to 
music, and all along the journey these were sung by the 
pilgrim travelers. COL 298, 299

14 PSALMS—The communion with nature and with God, 
the care of his flocks, the perils and deliverances, the griefs 
and joys of his lowly lot, were not only to mold the character 
of David . . .  but through the psalms of Israel’s sweet singer 
they were in all coming ages to kindle love and faith in the 
hearts of God’s people. PP 642

15 CHILDREN TRAINED—Were children, in the home 
life, educated and trained to be grateful to the Giver of all 
good things, we would see an element of heavenly grace



manifest in our families. Cheerfulness would be seen in the 
home life . . .  the youth would bring a spirit of respect and 
reverence with them into the schoolroom and into the 
church.. . .  And grateful praise and thanksgiving would be 
offered for all the gifts of His providence. CG 148, 149

16 PARENTS AND TEACHERS—Smile, parents; smile, 
teachers. If your heart is sad, let not your face reveal the 
fact.. . .  Unbend from your iron dignity, adapt yourselves to 
the children’s needs, and make them love you.. . .  Make your 
work pleasant with songs of praise. CG 148

17 EDUCATE HEARTS AND LIPS—Let us educate our
hearts and lips to speak the praise of God___Let the fresh
blessings of each new day awaken praise in our hearts for 
these tokens of His loving care. When you open your eyes in 
the morning, thank God that He has kept you through the 
night. Thank Him for His peace in your heart. Morning, noon, 
and night, let gratitude as a sweet perfume ascend to heaven. 
MH 253

18 INSTEAD OF COMPLAINING—When we have a 
deeper appreciation of the mercy and lovingkindness of God, 
we shall praise Him, instead of complaining. We shall talk of 
the loving watchcare of the Lord, of the tender compassion of 
the Good Shepherd. The language of the heart will not be 
selfish murmuring and repining. Praise, like a clear, flowing 
stream, will come from God’s truly believing ones. SD 198

19 FILLED WITH HIS JOY—Let us do our best, moving 
forward cheerfully in the service of the Lord, with our hearts 
filled with His joy. CG 148

20 MINGLE WITH REQUESTS—Let our united prayers 
ascend to the throne of grace. Let our requests be mingled 
with praise and thanksgiving. TM 485

21 ATMOSPHERE OF HEAVEN—The melody of praise 
is the atmosphere of heaven; and when heaven comes in touch 
with the earth, there is music and song—’’thanksgiving, and 
the voice of melody” (Isaiah 51:3). Ed 161
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22 TANGIBLE SERVICE—We are to praise God by
tangible service, by doing all in our power to advance the 
glory of His name.. . .  The great work for the salvation of 
souls must be carried forward. In the tithe, with gifts and 
offerings, He has made provision for this work.. . .  Service to 
God includes personal ministry. By personal effort we are to 
cooperate with Him for the saving of the world. COL 300

PRAISE TO MEN

94

1 BEWARE—We need to shun everything that would
encourage pride and self-sufficiency; therefore we should
beware of giving or receiving flattery or praise___Those
who give praise to men are used by Satan as his agents. Let 
the workers for Christ direct every word of praise away from 
themselves. Let self be put out of sight. Christ alone is to be 
exalted. COL 161, 162

2 NOTHING UNLESS PRAISED—There are too many 
who will do nothing unless they are recognized as leaders; too 
many who must receive praise, or they have no interest to 
labor. Ed 117

3 AMBITION FOR SUPREMACY—None should work
from love of praise, or ambition for supremacy. The true 
worker will do his best because in so doing he can glorify 
God. He will try to improve all his faculties. He will perform 
his duties as unto God. His one desire will be that Christ may 
receive homage and perfect service. 7T 198

4 NO GREAT MEN—We have no great men among us, 
and none need try to make themselves what they are not, 
remarkable m en.. . .  The minister who has learned of Christ 
will ever be conscious that he is a messenger of God, 
commissioned by Him to do a work both for time and eternity. 
It should not be any part of his object to call attention to 
himself, his learning, or his ability. Ev 134

5 DANGEROUS—.. .The desire for preferment and the 
praise of men leads people away from the simplicity of true 
godliness. There is no pride so dangerous as spiritual pride. 
TM 109



6 NOT GIVEN OR EXPECTED—Praise should not be 
given or expected; for this will have a tendency to foster self- 
confidence rather than to increase humility, to corrupt rather 
than to purify. 3T 474

7 NOT DEPENDENT—True, heaven-bom love is not 
selfish and changeable. It is not dependent on human praise. 
The heart of him who receives the grace of God overflows 
with love for God and for those for whom Christ died. Self is 
not struggling for recognition. COL 101, 102

8 CHILDREN—Children need appreciation, sympathy, 
and encouragement; but care should be taken not to foster in 
them a love of praise. CG 141

9 NOT TO SUSTAIN—The Lord has a work for each of 
us to do. He does not provide that we shall be sustained by the 
influence of human praise and petting; He means that every 
soul shall stand in the strength of the Lord. MYP 64
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10 NEARLY RUINED—[Brother____ ] has been praised
and petted too much. It has nearly mined him. The Lord can 
do without him, but he cannot afford to do without God.
5T 127

11 FLATTERY—All flattery should be put away, for it is 
Satan’s work to flatter. Poor, weak, fallen men generally think 
enough of themselves and need no help in this direction. 
Flattering your ministers is out of place. It perverts the mind 
and does not lead to meekness and humility. 2T 338

PRAYER
(Texts: Jer. 19:12, 13; Matt. 6:6; Heb. 4:14-16;
Ps. 145:18,19; James 5:13-18.)

1 REFRESHED—All who are under the training of God
need the quiet hour for communion with their own hearts, 
with nature, and with God.. . .  We must individually hear 
Him speaking to the heart.. . . ” Be still, and know that I am 
God.” . . .  He who is thus refreshed, will be surrounded with 
an atmosphere of light and peace. MH 58
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2 MAN MUST ASK—It is a part of God’s plan to grant 
us, in answer to the prayer of faith, that which He would not 
bestow did we not thus ask. GC 525

3 PRESENCE OF GOD—Prayer, whether offered
in . . .  public . . .  at the family altar, or in secret, places man 
directly in the presence of God. ML 18

4 NONE LOST—Not one sincere prayer is lost.. . .  God 
hears the cries of the weakest human being. COL 174

5 VOICE OF GOD—When every other voice is hushed, 
and in quietness we wait before Him, the silence of the soul 
makes more distinct the voice of God. DA 363

6 OPENS HEART TO GOD—Prayer is the opening of the 
heart to God as to a friend. Not that it is necessary in order to 
make known to God what we are, but in order to enable us to 
receive Him. Prayer does not bring God down to us, but 
brings us up to Him. SC 93

7 ENLIGHTENS MINDS—Take the Bible, and on your
knees plead with God to enlighten your mind.. . .  Let the Lord 
speak through His word directly to hearts. RH 3/4/1884

8 SECRET TO UNANSWERED PRAYER?—There are 
conditions to the fulfillment of God’s promises, and prayer
can never take the place of duty___If we are unfaithful
stewards of earthly things, how can we expect Him to entrust 
us with the things of heaven? It may be that here is the secret 
of unanswered prayer. COL 143, 144

9 TAKES TIME—We must take time to pray. If we allow
our minds to be absorbed by worldly interests, the Lord may 
give us time by removing from us our idols of gold, of houses, 
or of fertile lands. GC 622



PROMISES
(Texts: Deut. 31:6; 2 Kings 6:16; Isa. 41:13; Dan. 12:3; Matt. 
7:7, 8; John 8:32, 36; Acts 1:8; Heb. 10:36-38; 2 Peter 3:9-13; 
Heb. 10:23; Phil. 4:13; 2 Cor. 7:1; 2 Peter 1:4; James 1:5.)

1 LEAVES FROM TREE OF LIFE—Grasp His promises 
as leaves from the tree of life. MH 66

2 CLAIM AND RECEIVE BLESSING—By faith claim 
every promise that He has made, and receive the blessing.
TM 517

3 HIS VOICE—In them [His promises] He is speaking to 
us individually, speaking as directly as if we could listen to 
His voice. MH 122

4 GO FORWARD—The Lord wants His people in these 
days to believe that He will do as great things for them as He
did for the children of Israel___We are to have an educated
faith.. . .  ”Go forward” is the command of God to His people. 
9T 271
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5 GOD PROVIDES—If the work be of God, He Himself 
will provide the means for its accomplishment. DA 371

6 CHRIST’S FORTRESS—The soul that is yielded to
Christ becomes His own fortress___A soul thus kept in
possession by the heavenly agencies is impregnable to the 
assaults of Satan. SD 23, 7BC 929

7 HAPPINESS AND PROSPERITY—Happiness and 
prosperity will be the result of serving the Lord. 4T 495

8 STRENGTH AND PROSPERITY—Our strength and 
our prosperity consist in our being connected with the Lord, 
chosen and accepted of Him. 2T 689

9 SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY—Spiritual prosperity 
continues only so long as man depends wholly upon God for 
wisdom and for perfection of character. CS 147
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10 ALL REDEEMED—God elects those who have been 
working on the plan of addition. The explanation is given in 
the first chapter of Second Peter. For every human being, 
Christ has paid the election price. No one need be lost. All 
have been redeemed. To those who receive Christ as a 
personal Saviour will be given power to become the sons and 
daughters of God. 7BC 944

11 ACCOMPLISH EVERYTHING—Through the grace of 
Christ we may accomplish everything that God requires. All 
the riches of heaven are to be revealed through God’s people. 
COL 301

12 ASK AND RECEIVE—All that Christ received from 
God we too may have. Then ask and receive. COL 149
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13 EXPECT LARGE BLESSINGS—The time has come 
when we are to expect large blessings from the Lord. We must 
rise to a higher standard on the subject of faith.. . .  The Word 
of God is our endorsement. We must take it, simply believing 
every word. With this assurance we may claim large things, 
and according to our faith it will be unto us. TMK 226

14 KEEPING POWER—The Lord has determined that 
every soul who obeys His word shall have His joy, His peace, 
His continual keeping power. Southern Watchman 2/23/04

15 SPIRITUAL POWER—Floods of spiritual power are to 
be poured forth upon those prepared to receive it. 8T 46

16 NONE WILL FAIL—No one who is abiding in Christ 
will fail or fall. Mar 28

17 GOD’S PROVISION—Those who surrender their lives 
to His guidance and to His service will never be placed in a 
position for which He has not made provision. Whatever our 
situation, if we are doers of His word, we have a Guide to 
direct our way, whatever our perplexity, we have a sure 
Counselor, whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or loneliness, 
we have a sympathizing Friend. MH 248

18 GOD’S TREASURE-HOUSE—God knows our wants 
and has provided for them. The Lord has a treasure house of



supplies for His children, and can give them what they need 
under all circumstances. Then why do we not trust Him?
TMK 224

19 ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH PERFECT 
OBEDIENCE—What God promises, He is able at any time to 
perform. And the work He gives His people to do, He is able 
to accomplish by them. If we live a life of perfect obedience, 
His promises will be fulfilled to us. RH 8/23/1881

20 VENTURE SOMETHING—Let us venture something
on God’s word___We must take God at His word, and in
simplicity of faith walk out upon the promise, and give to the 
Lord His own. CS 90

21 ASK WITH CONFIDENCE—When you have thus 
made God’s service your first interest, you may ask with 
confidence that your own needs may be supplied. If you have 
renounced self and given yourself to Christ you are a member 
of the family of God, and everything in the Father’s house is 
for you. All the treasures of God are opened to you. MB 110
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22 LITTLE GOES GREAT WAY—The grace of God will 
make a little go a great ways. OHC 196

23 INCREASED SUBSTANCE—The more we bring to 
God’s treasure house, the more we will have to bring; for He 
will open ways. . .  increasing our substance. OHC 197

24 PLAN OF BENEVOLENCE—Whenever God’s people, 
in any period of the world, have cheerfully and willingly 
carried out His plan of systematic benevolence and in gifts 
and offerings, they have realized the standing promise that 
prosperity should attend all their labors just in proportion as 
they obeyed His requirements. 3T 395

25 GOD RESPONSIBLE—When we give ourselves wholly 
to God and in our work follow His directions, He makes 
Himself responsible for its accomplishment. COL 363

26 FINANCIALLY BLESSED—Those who are ready and 
willing to invest in the cause of God, will be blessed in their 
efforts to acquire money. OHC 194
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PROPERTY
(Texts: Deut. 28:1-13; Matt. 6:19,20; Luke 12:16-21; Mark 
12:41-44.)

1 NO SIN AS STEWARDS—It is no sin to acquire and 
control property as stewards for God, holding it only until He 
shall require it for the necessities of His work. OHC 194

2 CHIEF PURSUIT—No place should be given to that 
distrust of God which leads us to make a preparation against 
future want the chief pursuit of life, as though our happiness 
consisted in these earthly things. TMK 232

3 ACQUIRING PROPERTY—Satan often has much more 
to do with acquiring property than God. IT 175

4 ACCUMULATION—I was shown that there is no lack 
of means among Sabbathkeeping Adventists. At present their 
greatest danger is in their accumulation of property. IT 492

5 WHEN TO DISPOSE—If they have their property on 
the altar, and earnestly inquire of God for duty, He will teach 
them when to dispose of these things. CS 59, 60

6 WHEN AND WHAT TO SELL—I also saw that God 
had not required all of His people to dispose of their property 
at the same time, but if they desired to be taught, He would 
teach them, in the time of need, when to sell and how much to 
sell. CS 60

7 PROVISION FOR TIME OF TROUBLE—The Lord 
has shown me repeatedly that it is contrary to the Bible to 
make any provision for our temporal wants in the time of 
trouble. I saw that if the saints had food laid up by them or in 
the field in the time of trouble, when sword, famine, and 
pestilence are in the land, it would be taken from them by 
violent hands and strangers would reap their fields. EW 56

8 PROVISION FOR PROPERTY—I saw that if any held 
on to their property and did not inquire of the Lord as to their 
duty, He would not make duty known, and they would be 
permitted to keep their property, and in the time of trouble it



would come up before them like a mountain to crush them. 
EW 57

9 PROPERTY MADE SECURE—Would you make 
your property secure? Place it in the hand that bears the 
nailprint of the crucifixion. Retain it in your possession, and it 
will be to your eternal loss. Give it to God, and from that 
moment it bears His inscription. It is sealed with His 
immutability. Would you enjoy your substance? Then use it 
for the blessing of the suffering. 9T 50, 51

PROSPERITY
(Texts: Deut. 28:13; Gen. 39:2; 1 Kings 10:23; Dan. 6:28; 
Neh. 2:20; Prov. 28:25(b); 30:8, 9; 2 Chron. 29:23; Ps. 1:3.)

1 ACQUISITIONS DIRECTED BY GOD—Christians are
safe only in acquiring money as God directs, and using it in 
channels which He can bless. CS 141
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2 DEPENDS ON GOD’S BLESSING—If we have 
prosperity in our secular business, it is because God blesses 
us. A part of this income is to be devoted to the poor, and a 
large portion to be applied to the cause of God. When that 
which God claims is rendered to Him, the remainder will be 
sanctified and blessed to our own use. 4T 477

3 GOD’S PROVIDENCE—True success in any line of 
work is not the result of chance or accident or destiny. It is the 
outworking of God’s providences, the reward of faith and 
discretion, of virtue and perseverance.. . .  God gives 
opportunities; success depends upon the use made of them.
PK 486

4 DANGEROUS—It is not the empty cup that we have 
trouble in carrying; it is the cup full to the brim that must be 
carefully balanced.. . .  It is prosperity that is dangerous to 
spiritual life. CS 148

5 BLINDING AND DECEIVING—Prosperity is blinding 
the eyes and deceiving the soul. God may speak, but the 
rubbish of earth prevents His voice from being heard. 2T 184
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6 SPECIAL DANGER IN—It is when a man is prospered, 
when all his fellow men speak well of him, that he is in 
special danger. CS 147 (8T 124)

7 GOD SCATTERS—Those who are selfishly 
withholding their means need not be surprised if God’s hand 
scatters. 2T 661

8 BUT NOTHING FOR GOD—This very complaint [by 
the one-talent man] and murmuring is made by a large class of 
wealthy men professing to believe the truth. Like the 
unfaithful servant they are afraid that the increase of the talent 
that God has lent them will be called for to advance the spread 
of the truth; therefore they tie it up by investing it in earthly 
treasures and burying it in the world, thus making it so fast 
that they have nothing, or next to nothing, to invest in the 
cause of God. 3T 386 (See also 3T 398.)

9 GIVE CREDIT TO GOD—Man cannot show greater 
weakness than by allowing men to ascribe to him the honor 
for gifts that are Heaven-bestowed. PK 68

10 PROSPEROUS NEED TO WORK FAST—I saw that it 
is time for those who have large possessions to begin to work 
fast. It is time that they were not only laying by them in store 
as God is now prospering them, but as He has prospered them. 
IT 192

11 WHEN WE CANNOT SELL—The time is coming 
when we cannot sell at any price. 5T 152

12 OF WEALTHY WHO PROFESS TRUTH—I was 
directed to James 5 :1-3 .... I saw that these fearful words 
apply particularly to the wealthy who profess to believe the 
present truth. IT 174, 175

13 SURPLUS MEANS—There is a great amount of surplus 
means in the ranks of Seventh-day Adventists. 3T 208



REFORM
(Texts: Jer. 4:1; Mai. 3:7-12; Jer. 24:7; Ezek. 18:31; Ezek. 
11:19, 20; Ezek. 36:22-27; Rom. 6:17, 18.)

1 SATAN FEARS—There is nothing that Satan fears so 
much as that the people of God shall clear the way by 
removing every hindrance, so that the Lord can pour out His 
Spirit upon a languishing church and an impenitent 
congregation.. . .  When the way is prepared for the Spirit of 
God, the blessing will come. RH 3/22/1887

2 STARTS IN HEART—Many ceased to deny self, and 
not a few withheld their tithes and offerings. God in His 
providence called for a reform in His sacred work, which 
should begin at the heart, and work outwardly. 2SM 177, 178

3 MORE TO FEAR WITHIN CHURCH—We have far 
more to fear from within than from without. The hindrances to 
strength and success are far greater from the church itself than 
from the world. ISM 122

4 GREATEST NEED IS TRUE GODLINESS—A revival 
of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of 
all our needs. To seek this should be our first work. ISM 121

5 AROUSES SATAN—At every revival of God’s work 
the prince of evil is aroused to more intense activity. GC 593

6 INDIVIDUAL REVIVAL—Are we hoping to see the 
whole church revived? That time will never come.. . .  We 
must enter upon the work individually. We must pray more, 
and talk less. ISM 122

7 REVIVAL AND REFORMATION—A revival and a 
reformation must take place, under the ministration of the 
Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation are two different things. 
Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of 
the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from spiritual 
death. Reformation signifies a reorganization, a change in 
ideas and theories, habits and practices. Reformation will not 
bring forth the good fruit of righteousness unless it is 
connected with the revival of the Spirit. Revival and
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reformation are to do their appointed work, and in doing this 
work they must blend. ISM 128

SABBATH
(Texts: Ex.l 20:8-11; Eze. 20:12; Isa. 58:13; Isa. 66:22, 23; 
Mark 2:27,28.)

1 ESSENTIAL EVEN IN PARADISE—God saw that a 
Sabbath was essential for man, even in Paradise. He needed to 
lay aside his own interests and pursuits for one day of the 
seven, that he might more fully contemplate the works of God 
and meditate upon His power and goodness. He needed a 
Sabbath to remind him more vividly of God and to awaken 
gratitude because all that he enjoyed and possessed came from 
the beneficent hand of the Creator. PP 48

2 OBSERVANCE—Its observance was to be an act of 
grateful acknowledgment, on the part of all who should dwell 
upon the earth, that God was their Creator and their rightful 
Sovereign; that they were the work of His hands and the 
subjects of His authority. PP 48

3 GOD’S RESERVES—The very same language is used
concerning the Sabbath as in the law of the tithe: “The seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.’’ Man has no right nor 
power to substitute the first day for the seventh___

In like manner a tithe of our income is “holy unto the 
Lord.’’ The New Testament does not re-enact the law of the 
tithe, as it does not that of the Sabbath; for the validity of both 
are assumed, and their deep spiritual import explained.. . .  
While we as a people are seeking faithfully to give to God the 
time which He has reserved as His own, shall we not also 
render to Him that portion of our means which He claims?
RH 5/16/1882

4 AS SACRED AS TITHE—God gives man nine tenths, 
while He claims one tenth for sacred purposes, and He has 
given man six days for his own work and has reserved and set



apart the seventh day to Himself. For, like the Sabbath, a tenth 
of the increase is sacred; God has reserved it for Himself.
3T 395

SACRIFICE, SELF-DENIAL
(Texts: Ps. 51:16,17; 50:5; 40:6-8; Mai. 1:8; Eph. 5:1, 2; Rom.
12:1.)

1 OUR POWER—Our power is not in our talents of 
education or means, neither is it in our popularity; it is in self- 
sacrifice, our willing obedience to Jesus Christ. SD 236

2 FIRST REQUISITES—Devotion to God and a spirit of 
sacrifice should be regarded the first requisites of acceptable 
service. MYP 303

3 FIRST LESSON GIVEN ADAM—The first great moral 
lesson given Adam was that of self-denial. TMK 14

4 FOUNDATION OF SALVATION—The foundation of 
the plan of salvation was laid in sacrifice. Jesus left the royal 
court and became poor, that we through His poverty might be 
made rich. All who share this salvation, purchased for them at 
such an infinite sacrifice by the Son of God, will follow the 
example of the true Pattern. 3T 387

5 CHRIST’S EXAMPLE—Christ is our example. He gave 
His life as a sacrifice for us, and He asked us to give our lives 
as a sacrifice for others. CS 26

6 NOT PROMISED LUXURIES—The Saviour has not 
promised His followers luxuries of the world; their fare may 
be plain and even scanty; their lot may be shut in by poverty; 
but His word is pledged that their needs shall be supplied, and 
He has promised that which is far better than worldly good— 
the abiding comfort of His own presence. DA 367

7 BRINGS BLESSING—Meet around the cross of 
Calvary in self-sacrifice and self-denial. God will bless you as 
you do your best. CS 16
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8 OF SELF—Those who would gain the blessing of 
sanctification must first learn the meaning of self-sacrifice. 
AA 560

9 KEYNOTE OF CHRIST’S TEACHING—Self-sacrifice 
is the keynote of Christ’s teachings. Often this is enjoined 
upon believers in language that seems authoritative, because 
there is no other way to save men than to cut them away from 
their life of selfishness. CS 25

10 DWARFED RELIGION—The reason there is so much 
dwarfed religion today is because people have not brought 
practical self-denial and self-sacrifice into their lives. CS 52

11 CELESTIAL TORCH REVEALS NEED—At the altar 
of self-sacrifice—the appointed place of meeting between 
God and the soul—we receive from the hand of God the 
celestial torch which searches the heart, revealing the need of 
an abiding Christ. CS 30

12 DIFFICULT SERMON—The most difficult sermon to 
preach and the hardest to practice is self-denial. CS 29

13 PRACTICAL SELF-SACRIFICE—Unless there is 
practical self-sacrifice for the good of others, in the family 
circle, in the neighborhood, in the church, and wherever we 
may be, then whatever our profession, we are not Christians. 
DA 504

14 ESSENTIAL DISCIPLESHIP—Self-denial is an 
essential condition of discipleship. 3T 388

15 CHRIST’S REPRESENTATIVES—Only by a life of 
simplicity, self-denial, and close economy, is it possible for us 
to accomplish the work appointed us as Christ’s 
representatives. MH 206

16 TEACH CHILDREN—Learn the lesson of self-denial, 
and teach it to your children. RH 12/1/10

17 SINCERE REWARDED—Even though the means thus 
consecrated be misapplied, so that it does not accomplish the 
object which the donor had in view—the glory of God and the



salvation of souls—those who made the sacrifice in sincerity 
of soul, with an eye single to the glory of God, will not lose 
their reward. 2T 519

18 LIFE RECORD—It will be found at last that the denial 
of self for the good and happiness of those around us, 
constitutes a large share of the life record in heaven. ChS 191

SATAN
(Texts: Luke 10:18; 2 Cor. 11:14,15; Rev. 12:7-9; 20:2, 3;
Eph. 6:10-13; James 4:7.)

1 TWO STOREHOUSES—There are only two places in 
the world where we can deposit our treasures—in God’s 
storehouse or in Satan’s, and all that is not devoted to Christ’s 
service is counted on Satan’s side and goes to strengthen His 
cause. 6T 448

2 USURPED DOMINION—When man became Satan’s 
captive, the dominion which he held, passed to his conqueror. 
Thus Satan became “the god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). He 
had usurped that dominion over the earth which had been 
originally given to Adam. PP 67

3 CAPTIVES—Satan refused to let his captives go. He 
held them as his subjects because of their belief of His lie. He
had thus become their jailor___On the cross of calvary He
[Christ] paid the redemption price for the race. And thus He 
gained the right to rescue the captives from the grasp of the 
great deceiver. Letter 20,1903

4 NETS APPEAR INNOCENT—Satan has many finely 
woven, dangerous nets which are made to appear innocent, 
but with which He is skillfully preparing to infatuate God’s 
people. IT 551

5 SATAN’S SCHEMES/LOTTERY—Satan sets in 
operation schemes that will produce in the minds of our 
brethren a great desire to try their fortunes, as in a lottery. One 
and still another are flattered by strong representations of 
financial gain. CS 238
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6 CARE MORE FOR MONEY—[Says the great 
deceiver:] “Make them care more for money than for the 
upbuilding of Christ’s kingdom.. .and we need not fear their 
influence; for we know that every selfish, covetous person 
will fall under our power.’’ TM 474

7 INFLUENCE—When the Lord is about to do a work, 
Satan moves upon someone to object. DA 535

8 TARGETS LEADERS—The more responsible the 
position, the more essential that the influence be right. Every 
man whom God has chosen to do a special work becomes a 
target for Satan. Temptations press thick and fast upon him; 
for our vigilant foe knows that his course of action has a 
molding influence upon others. 5T 428

1 0 8

SCHOOLS
(Texts: Ps. 25:8; 86:11; 143:10; Isa. 2:3; 48:17-19; 1 Cor. 
2:12,13; Col. 3:14-17.)

1 NOTHING MORE IMPORTANT—Nothing is of 
greater importance than the education of our children and 
young people. CT 165

2 RELATIONSHIP TO HEALTHY CHURCHES—The 
well-being, the happiness, the religious life of the families 
with which the youth are connected, the prosperity and piety 
of the church of which they are members, are largely 
dependent upon the religious education that they receive in 
our schools. CT 497

3 ESTABLISHED BY CHURCH—Not only should a 
humble house of worship be erected, but all necessary 
arrangements should be made for the permanent establishment 
of the church school. 6T 108

4 CONSOLIDATE—In localities where believers are few, 
let two or three churches unite in erecting a humble building 
for a church school. Let all share the expense. 6T 109



5 WORK OF CHURCH—The church has a special work 
to do in educating and training its children that they may not, 
in attending school, or in any other association, be influenced 
by those of corrupt habits. 6T 193

6 PUBLIC SCHOOLS CONFUSE—Do our children 
receive from the teachers in the public schools ideas that are 
in harmony with the word of God? Is sin presented as an 
offense against God? Is obedience to all the commandments 
of God taught as the beginning of all wisdom? We send our 
children to the Sabbath School that they may be instructed in 
regard to the truth, and then as they go to the day school, 
lessons containing falsehood are given them to learn. These 
things confuse the mind, and should not be; for if the young 
receive ideas that pervert the truth, how will the influence of 
this education be counteracted. 6T 193,194

7 TUITION SUFFICIENT?—The amount charged for 
tuition, board, and residence should be sufficient to pay the 
salaries of the faculty, to supply the table with an abundance 
of healthful, nourishing food, to maintain the furnishings of 
the rooms, to keep the buildings in repair, and to meet other 
necessary running expenses. 6T 210, 211

8 BASED ON SOUND FINANCES—It would be better, 
far better, to close the school until the managers learn the 
science of conducting it on a paying basis.. . .  Call yourselves 
to task and inaugurate a sound financial system in our schools. 
6T211

9 DEBT—If our educational work had been carried on in 
accordance with the instruction given for our guidance, the 
dark shadow of heavy debt would not today be hanging over 
our institutions. 6T 216

10 PROCLAIM TRUTH—In these last days children’s 
voices will be raised to give the last message of warning to a 
perishing world. When heavenly intelligences see that men are 
no longer permitted to present the truth, the Spirit of God will 
come upon the children, and they will do a work in the 
proclamation of the truth which the older workers cannot do, 
because the way will be hedged up. Our schools are ordained 
by God to prepare the children for this work. 6T 203
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(Texts: Ex. 20:17; Acts 20:33; Eph. 5:3; 5:5; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 1 
Cor. 6:9-11; Heb. 13:5; Phil. 2:3,4.)

1 REDUCES FAITH—The reason why God’s people are 
not more spiritually minded and have not more faith, I have 
been shown, is because they are narrowed up with selfishness. 
2T36

2 GREATEST SIN—The greatest sin which now exists in 
the church is covetousness. God frowns upon His professed 
people for their selfishness. IT 194

3 NOT THE LORD’S—You cannot be wholly the Lord’s 
while encouraging any degree of selfishness. 4T 344

4 SIN OF WORLD—Selfishness, the sin of the world, has 
become the prevailing sin of the church. 5T 204

5 GREATEST DANGERS—Among the greatest dangers 
that threaten the church is a love of the world. Out of this 
springs the sins of selfishness and covetousness. OHC 189

6 INTOXICATING—What can I say to arouse the 
churches? . . .  They have drunk so deeply from the 
intoxicating cup of selfishness and worldliness that they have 
become drunken with the cares of this life. 5T 461

7 GENERAL HEADING FOR ALL SINS—Another book 
was opened, wherein were recorded the sins of those who 
profess the truth. Under the general heading of “Selfishness” 
came every other sin. LS 241

8 POLLUTED—All that man can do without Christ is 
polluted with selfishness and sin. SC 60

9 FRUITS—The fruits of selfishness always reveal 
themselves in a neglect of duty, and in a failure to use God’s 
entrusted gifts for the advancement of His work. CS 26



10 HELPING SATAN DECEIVE—Those who praised 
their spasmodic liberalities helped Satan to deceive them and 
make them think that they were very liberal, very sacrificing, 
when they know not the first principles of liberality of self- 
sacrifice. IT 475, 476

11 KEPT BACK—We need not tax ourselves with 
rehearsing how much has been given to the cause of God, but 
rather let us consider how much has been kept back from His 
treasury to be devoted to the indulgence of self in pleasure 
seeking and self-gratification. CS 289

12 SPASMODIC GIVER—His name may be exalted by 
appearing in print, and yet that liberal donor may be entirely 
unworthy of the credit given him .. . .  He gives by spasms; his 
purse opens spasmodically, and closes just as securely, 
spasmodically. He deserves no commendation, for he is in 
every sense of the word a stingy man; and unless thoroughly 
converted, purse and all, will hear the withering denunciation, 
“Go to, now, ye rich m en.. . ” CS 205, 206

13 BLOCKS HIS SPIRIT—God cannot pour out His spirit 
when selfishness and self-indulgence are so manifest. CS 52

14 DEBT AN EXCUSE—I saw that some have excused 
themselves from aiding the cause of God because they were in 
debt. Had they closely examined their own hearts, they would 
have discovered that selfishness was the true reason why they 
brought no freewill offering to God. CS 93

15 BARRED FROM HEAVEN—Christ will not permit one 
selfish person to enter the courts of heaven. CS 26

16 RIVALRY—In God’s plan there is no place for selfish 
rivalry. Those who measure themselves by themselves, and 
compare themselves among themselves, are not wise. Ed 226

17 GOD PERMITS SUFFERING—The Lord permits 
suffering and calamity to come upon men and women to call 
us out of our selfishness, to awaken in us the attributes of His 
character—compassion, tenderness, and love. CS 23
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18 CHOOSE CHRIST’S REMEDY—The leprosy of 
selfishness has taken hold of the church. The Lord Jesus 
Christ will heal the church of this terrible disease if she will 
be healed. The remedy is found in the fifty-eighth chapter of 
Isaiah. CS 85

19 AMBITION—It is selfish ambition that leads men to 
call for more for a field already possessing ample facilities, 
while missionary fields are in need. If the Lord favors the 
work in some countries above that in other countries, it is that 
there may be revealed a spirit of true liberality. GW 456

20 SELF-DESTRUCTION—The law of self-serving is the 
law of self-destruction. DA 624

21 GOD’S REMEDY—Constant, self-denying benevolence 
is God’s remedy for the cankering sins of selfishness and 
covetousness.. . .  He has ordained that giving should become 
a habit, that it may counteract the dangerous and deceitful sin 
of covetousness. Continual giving starves covetousness to 
death. 3T 548

22 EXPELLED—The windows of impulse, of feeling, must 
be opened up toward heaven, and the dust of selfishness and 
earthliness must be expelled. 7BC 940

23 LORD’S PURCHASED POSSESSION—God would 
have us put away every species of selfishness, and come to 
Him, not as the owner of ourselves, but as the Lord’s 
purchased possession. TM 324, 325

SERVICE
(Texts: Rom. 12:1; Heb. 13:16; Matt. 24:45, 46; Luke 22:25; 
John 12:26; Gal. 5:13, 14; Col. 3:23, 24; 1 John 3:17, 18.)

1 ONE PRINCIPLE—Those who accept the one principle 
of making the service and honor of God supreme will find 
perplexities vanish, and a plain path before their feet. DA 330

2 CONNECTING LINK—The law of service becomes the 
connecting link which binds us to God and to our fellow men.
COL 326



3 ACCORDING TO ABILITY—Long has God waited for 
the Spirit of service to take possession of the whole church so 
that everyone shall be working for Him according to His 
ability. A A 111

4 GREATEST JOY—In our life here, earthly, sin- 
restricted though it is, the greatest joy and the highest 
education are in service. Mar 29

5 CONSECRATE ALL TALENTS—All that we are, all 
the talents and capabilities we possess, are the Lord’s, to be 
consecrated to His service. When we thus give ourselves fully 
to Him, Christ, with all the treasures of heaven, gives Himself 
to us. Mar 72

6 URGING OR BEGGING—When the light and love of 
Jesus illuminates the hearts of His followers, there will be no 
occasion for urging or begging their money or their service.
5T 285

7 GOD PROVIDES FOR YOUR NEEDS—If you give 
yourself to God’s service, He who has all power in heaven 
and earth will provide for your needs. MB 99

8 ONLY TRAINING FOR HEAVEN—Those who reject 
the privilege of fellowship with Christ in service, reject the 
only training that imparts a fitness for participation with Him 
in His glory. Ed 264

SIMPLICITY
(Texts: Ps. 19:7; 116:6; 119:130; 2 Cor. 11:3.)

1 GREATEST TEACHER—The greatest Teacher the
world ever knew was admired for His simplicity; for He 
presented divine truth in such a way that even children could 
comprehend His words, and at the same time He drew the 
attention of the best educated and deepest thinkers of the 
world. SD 86
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2 TEACHINGS OF CHRIST—The teachings of Christ 
were marked with a simplicity, dignity, and power . . .  
unknown to them, and their involuntary exclamation was: 
“Never man spake like this Man.” 5T 747

3 MAINTAINING SIMPLICITY—When Christ said to 
the disciples, Go forth in My name to gather into the church 
all who believe, He plainly set before them the necessity of 
maintaining simplicity. The less ostentation and show, the 
greater would be their influence for good. The disciples were 
to speak with the same simplicity with which Christ had 
spoken. AA 28

4 CHRIST—Present in the simplicity of Christ the truths 
that He came to this world to proclaim, and the power of your 
message will make itself felt. Ev 601

5 CONSECRATED SERVICE—As the time comes for it 
[the message of the third angel] to be given with greatest 
power, the Lord will work through humble instruments, 
leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His 
service. The laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of 
His Spirit than by the training of literary institutions. Men of 
faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal,
declaring the words which God gives them___Thousands
upon thousands will listen who have never heard words like 
these.. . .  Many . . .  will be seen hurrying hither and thither, 
constrained by the Spirit of God to bring light to others.
Ev 699,700

6 LONG WORDS—The use of long words and soaring 
eloquence is not essential to success. What you need is a 
living experience in the things of God, and simplicity in 
presenting the Love of Christ to the lost. SD 266

7 PRESENT GOSPEL—Present the gospel in its 
simplicity in presenting the Love of Christ to the lost.
SD 266

8 GOD’S WORKERS—The plans and methods of God’s 
workers are to be thoroughly sifted from worldly policy. Their 
work is to be carried forward with Christlike simplicity.
Ev 634



9 UNFORTUNATE INFLUENCE—In eating, dressing, 
and in the furnishing of our school building, we want to 
preserve the simplicity of true godliness. Many will deny 
themselves and sacrifice much in order to contribute toward 
making the missionary work a success, and should they see 
this means expended upon the finest linen and the more 
expensive furniture or articles for the table, it would have a 
most unfortunate influence. TM 179

10 PRACTICAL GODLINESS—Our work should be to 
embrace every opportunity to present the truth in its purity 
and simplicity where there is any desire or interest to hear the 
reasons of our faith. Those who have dwelt mostly upon the 
prophecies and the theoretical points of our faith should 
without delay become Bible students upon practical 
subjects.. . .  They should take a deeper draft at the fountain of 
divine truth. They should carefully study the life of Christ and 
His lessons of practical godliness, given for the benefit of all 
and to be the rule of right living for all who should believe on 
His name. 3T 214

11 GREAT MEN—Great men, learned men, can be reached 
better by the simplicity of a godly life than by all the sharp 
arguments that may be poured upon them. Ev 557

12 PROPERTY AND LANDS—He will, by the use of 
simple means, bring those who possess property and lands to a 
belief of the truth, and these will be influenced to become the 
Lord’s helping hand in the advancement of His work.
ISM 128

13 CHILDREN—Let us cultivate the simplicity of little 
children. Ev 629

14 OF THE GOSPEL—Organization and discipline are 
essential, but there is now a very great danger of a departure 
from the simplicity of the gospel of Christ. What we need is 
less dependence upon mere form and ceremony, and far more 
of the power of true godliness. 5T 461

15 MYSTERY—Everything that was simple he [Satan] 
shrouded in mystery. PP 41
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SPECULATION
(Texts: Matt. 6:19, 20; Prov. 23:4, 5; Luke 12:21; 1 Tim. 6:9; 
6:17.)

1 ENEMY’S GROUND—I was shown that it is a 
dangerous experiment for our people to engage in speculation. 
They thereby place themselves on the enemy’s ground, 
subject to great temptations, disappointments, trials, and 
losses. Then comes a feverish unrest, a longing desire to 
obtain means more rapidly than present circumstances will 
admit. 4T 617

2 UNBELIEVERS HINDER WORK—They (God’s 
people) are not to engage in speculations, neither are they to 
enter into business enterprises with unbelievers; for this would 
hinder them in doing the work given them. CS 38

3 HASTE TO BE RICH—The spirit of gain getting, of 
making haste to be rich, of this all-absorbing worldliness, is 
painfully contradictory to our faith and doctrines. CS 231, 232

4 BEWITCHING ENCHANTMENT—A flattering 
prospect may be presented to invest in patent rights or some 
other supposed brilliant enterprise around which Satan throws
a bewitching enchantment___They can see no possibility of
failure. Away goes the means out of their hands, and they 
soon learn, to their regret, that they have made a mistake. 
2T665

5 GET RICH QUICKLY—Every movement of this order, 
which comes in to excite the desire to get riches quickly by 
speculation, takes the minds of the people away from the most 
solemn truths that ever were given to mortals. CS 234

6 UNCERTAIN ENTERPRISES—You have made large 
investments in uncertain enterprises. Satan blinded your eyes 
so that you could not see that these enterprises would yield 
you no returns. The enterprise of securing eternal life did not 
awaken your interest. Here you could have expended means, 
and run no risks, met no disappointments, and in the end you 
would have received immense profits. 2T 280



STEWARD
(Texts: Gen. 1:26, 28; Ps. 8:6; 123:2; Prov. 27:23, 24; Eccl. 
9:10; Luke 12:42-44; Matt. 5:16; 20:28; 24:45-47; Luke 
16:1,2,13; 1 Pet. 4:10; 1 Cor. 4:1,2.)

1 IDENTIFIES WITH MASTER—A steward identifies
himself with his master. He accepts the responsibilities of a 
steward, and he must act in his master’s stead, doing as his 
master would do were he presiding. His master’s interests 
become his. The position of a steward is one of dignity, 
because his master trusts him. If in any wise he acts selfishly, 
and turns the advantages gained by trading with his lord’s 
goods to his own advantage, he has perverted the trust reposed 
in him. 9T246, CS 113
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2 EVERY CHRISTIAN—Every Christian is to act his part 
as a faithful steward. CS 114

3 OUR ABSENT LORD—We are stewards, entrusted by 
our absent Lord with the care of His household and His 
interests.. . .  8T 37

4 EVERY CHRISTIAN—Every Christian is a steward of 
God, entrusted with His goods. Remember the words: 
“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). 9T 246

5 APPOINTED BY HIM—Whether we recognize it or 
not, we are stewards, supplied from God with talents and 
facilities, and placed in the world to do a work appointed by 
Him. Ed 137

6 LORD’S PROPERTY—We should regard ourselves as 
stewards of the Lord’s property, and God as the supreme 
proprietor, to whom we are to render His own when He shall 
require it. CS 326

7 LOAN FROM SAVIOUR—We do not have correct 
views of our responsibilities as hired servants of Christ. He 
has advanced us the wages in His suffering life and spilled 
blood, to bind us in willing servitude to Himself. All the good
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things we have are a loan from our Saviour. He has made us 
stewards. 3T 397

8 GRACE AND TEMPORAL GIFTS—We are stewards 
of His grace and of His temporal gifts. CS 161

9 SPECIAL WORK—Each steward has his own special 
work to do for the advancement of God’s kingdom. No one is 
excused. The Lord bids us all, “Occupy till I come.” By His 
own wisdom He has given us direction for the use of His gifts. 
The talents of speech, memory, influence, property, are to 
accumulate for the glory of God and the advancement of His 
kingdom. CS 116

10 GRACE OF CHRIST—This earth is our school where 
we are to be approved and tried to see if we will become 
stewards of the grace of Christ. MS 8/31/1903

11 GIVE AN ACCOUNT—The Master will require each of 
His stewards to give an account of his stewardship, to show 
what he has gained with the talents entrusted to him. Those to 
whom rewards are given will impute no merit to themselves 
for their diligent trading; they will give all the glory to God.
2T 284,285

12 GOD BESTOWS GIFTS—God is the all-controlling 
power. He bestows the gifts; man receives them and acts with 
the power of the grace of Christ as a living agent. MS 36,
1890

13 CLAIM NOTHING—When the good steward returns 
his talents with usury, he will claim nothing. He will realize 
that they are the talents that God delivered unto him, and will 
give glory to the Master. He knows that there would have 
been no gain without the deposit, no interest without the 
principal. TM 166

14 IN HIS TREASURY—Faithful stewards are to place the 
Lord’s money in His treasury, that workers may be sent to all 
parts of the world. 9T 59

15 CHRISTLIKE LIBERALITY—If the stewards of God 
do their duty, there is no danger that wealth will increase so



rapidly as to prove a snare; for it will be used with practical 
wisdom and Christlike liberality. CS 158

16 MEANS IN ENEMY’S RANKS—Those whom God has 
made His stewards have no right to place in the enemy’s ranks 
the means which He has entrusted to them to use in His cause. 
IT 550

17 EMBEZZLER—The moment a man loses sight of the 
fact that his capabilities and possessions are the Lord’s, that 
moment he is embezzling his Lord’s goods. He is acting the 
part of an unjust steward. IHP 302

18 REGISTER YOUR NAME—If He sees you use your 
entrusted means as a faithful steward, He will register your 
name in the books of heaven as a laborer together with Him, a 
partner in His great firm. CS 300

19 GREATER TRUSTS—To those who prove themselves 
faithful stewards He will commit greater trusts. Saith the 
Lord, “Them that honor Me I will honor.” 1 Sam. 2:30.
PP 529

20 EXACT IN FOLLOWING—God desires all His 
Stewards to be exact in following divine arrangements. They 
are not to offset the Lord’s plans by performing some deed of 
charity or giving some gift or some offering when or how 
they, the human agents, shall see fit. It is a very poor policy 
for men to seek to improve on God’s plan, and invent a 
makeshift, averaging up their good impulses on this and that 
occasion, and offsetting them against God’s requirements.
God calls upon all to give their influence to His own 
arrangement. He has made His plan known, and all who 
would cooperate with Him must carry out this plan instead of 
daring to attempt an improvement on it. 9T 248

21 TRUE SUCCESS—That which lies at the foundation of 
business integrity and of true success is the recognition of 
God’s ownership. The Creator of all things, He is the original 
proprietor. We are His stewards. All that we have is a trust 
from Him, to be used according to His direction. Ed 137
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(Texts: Titus 3:14; Matt. 25:14-30; Rom. 12:1, 6-8; 1 Cor. 
12:4-11,31; 14:12; Eph. 4:8, 11, 12.)

1 USED AND MULTIPLIED—Talents used are talents 
multiplied.. . .  The Lord desires us to use every gift we have; 
and if we do this, we shall have greater gifts to use.. . .  By 
every wholehearted, earnest sacrifice for the Master’s service 
our powers will increase. COL 353, 354

2 INSTRUMENTS TO GROW—With the blessing of 
God, the one talent through diligent use will be doubled, and 
the two used in the service of Christ will be increased to four; 
and thus the humblest instrument may grow in power and 
usefulness. RH 10/26/11

3 ACCUMULATE—The talents of speech, memory, 
influence, property, are to accumulate for the glory of God 
and the advancement of His kingdom. CS 116

4 WEAK BECOME STRONG—He will use you, despite 
your weakness, if you offer your talent as a consecrated gift to 
His service; for in active, disinterested service the weak 
become strong. 8T 33, 34

5 REQUIRED OF ALL—Whether they have much or 
little, all are required to put their talents out to the exchangers, 
that when the Master comes He may receive His own with 
usury. 2T 659

6 IN HARMONY WITH GOD’S WILL—God’s stamp is 
upon us. He has bought us, and He desires us to remember 
that our physical, mental, and moral powers belong to Him. 
Time and influence, reason, affection, and conscience, all are 
God’s, and are to be used only in harmony with His will. 
MYP69

7 ALL FOR THE MASTER—The spiritual, mental, and 
physical ability, the influence, station, possessions, affections, 
sympathies, all are precious talents to be used in the cause of 
the Master for the salvation of souls for whom Christ died.
CS 117



8 STRICT ACCOUNT—Of no talent He has given will 
He require a more strict account than of our time. COL 342

9 USE REQUIRED—Whatever the talent entrusted to us 
may be, we are required to use it in the service of God.
CS 125

10 SPEECH—Of all the gifts bestowed on the human 
family, none should be more appreciated than the gift of 
speech. It is to be used to declare God’s wisdom and 
wondrous love. CS 115

11 STRENGTH—Strength is a talent, and is to be used to 
glorify God. Our bodies belong to Him. CS 115

12 BELONG TO HIM—However large, however small, 
your talents, remember that what you have is yours only in
trust___To Him you are indebted for all your capabilities. To
Him belong your powers of body, mind, and soul, and for 
Him these powers are to be used. Your time, your influence, 
your capabilities, your skill—all must be accounted for to 
Him who gives all. Mar 122

13 FOR SAVING LOST—Your time, your talents, your 
means—all are to flow to the world in a tide of love for the 
saving of the lost. 9T 50

14 RECEIVED TO SUPPLY GOD’S WORK—God has
lent men talents___Each one has received something from
the Master, and each one is to do His part in supplying the 
needs of God’s work. CS 114

15 DEVOTED TO GOD—Our time, our talents, our 
property, should be sacredly devoted to Him who has given us 
these blessings in trust. PP 187

16 TWO CHOICES—There are only two places in the 
universe where we can place our treasures—in God’s 
storehouse or in Satan’s; and all that is not devoted to God’s 
service is counted on Satan’s side, and goes to strengthen his 
cause. CS 35
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17 TRANSFERRING POSSESSIONS—This work of 
transferring your possessions to the world above, is worthy of 
all your best energies. It is of the highest importance, and
involves your eternal interests___All that is given for the
salvation of souls and the glory of God, is invested in the most 
successful enterprise in this life and in the life to come.
CS 342

18 USE SCRUTINIZED—The use made of every talent 
will be scrutinized. How have we employed the capital lent us 
of Heaven? GC487

19 NOT USED—Those who . . .  possess talents, which they 
will not use in the service of God, will finally lay them all at 
the feet of Satan, to be employed as He shall direct.
RH 9/4/1888

20 BAR COVETOUSNESS—The parable of the talents, 
rightly understood, will bar out covetousness. CS 114

TEST
(Texts: 2 Cor. 13:5; Gen. 2:15-17; 39:7-9; Ex. 16:4; 20:20; 
23:20-33; Ps. 62:11,12; Jer. 17:10; Mai. 3:10; Ps. 26:2.)

1 MIGHTY SHAKING—The mighty shaking has 
commenced and will go on, and all will be shaken out who are 
not willing to take a bold and unyielding stand for the truth 
and to sacrifice for God and His cause. The angel said, “Think 
ye that any will be compelled to sacrifice? No, no. It must be a 
freewill offering. It will take all to buy the field.” EW 50, 51

2 ON TRIAL—We should never forget that we are placed 
on trial in this world, to determine our fitness for the future 
life. None can enter heaven whose characters are defiled by 
the foul blot of selfishness. Therefore, God tests us here, by 
committing to us temporal possessions, that our use of these 
may show whether we can be entrusted with eternal riches. CS 
22

3 CHECK ON SELF-INDULGENCE—At the very 
beginning of man’s existence a check was placed upon the



desire for self-indulgence, the fatal passion that lay at the 
foundation of Satan’s fall. The tree of knowledge, which stood 
near the tree of life in the midst of the garden, was to be a test 
of the obedience, faith, and love of our first parents. PP 48, 49

4 FREE MORAL AGENT—Man was created a free moral 
agent. Like the inhabitants of all other worlds, he must be 
subjected to the test of obedience; but he is never brought into 
such a position that yielding to evil becomes a matter of 
necessity. No temptation or trial is permitted to come to him 
which he is unable to resist. God made such ample provision 
that man need never have been defeated in the conflict with 
Satan. PP 331, 332

5 LOVE FOR GOD STRONG ENOUGH?—The test 
question for every Christian to ask himself is, Have I, in my 
innermost soul, a love for Jesus? Do I love His tabernacle? . . .  
Is my love for God and my Redeemer strong enough to lead 
me to deny self? CS 260

6 WORTHY OF EVERLASTING LIFE—Our heavenly 
Father bestows gifts and solicits a portion back, that He may 
test us whether we are worthy to have the gift of everlasting 
life. 3T 408

7 HEARTS TESTED—I saw that in the arrangement of 
systematic benevolence hearts will be tested. It is a constant, 
living test. It brings one to understand his own heart, to see 
whether the truth or the love of the world predominates.
IT 221

8 WEEKLY, MONTHLY, LIVING TEST—I saw that the 
cause of God is not to be carried forward by pressed 
offerings.. . .  This matter is to be left wholly to the people. 
They are not to bring a yearly gift merely, but should also 
freely present a weekly and monthly offering before the Lord. 
This work is left to the people, for it is to be to them a weekly, 
monthly, living test. This tithing system, I saw, would develop 
character, and manifest the true state of the heart. IT 237

9 PROSPERITY A DANGEROUS FOE—The Lord said 
to His angel who had hitherto ministered unto you: “I have 
proved her in poverty and affliction, and she has not separated
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herself from Me, nor rebelled against me. I will now prove her 
with prosperity. I will reveal to her a page of the human heart 
with which she is unacquainted. I will show her that money is 
the most dangerous foe she has ever met.” 2T 278

10 PROVE HIS PEOPLE—The Lord has lent means to His 
people to prove them, to test the depth of their professed love 
for Him. 2T 198

11 CHARACTER—I saw that it is in the providence of 
God that widows and orphans, the blind, the lame, and 
persons afflicted in a variety of ways, have been placed in 
close Christian relationship to His church; it is to prove His
people and develop their true character___This is God’s test
of our character. 3T 511
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12 POSSESSIONS—The possession of means constitutes a 
test of character. OHC 200

13 GOD GIVES AND WITHHOLDS FAVORS—God 
tests men, some in one way, and some in another. He tests 
some by bestowing upon them His rich bounties, and others 
by withholding His favors. 5T 261

14 IF SPIRITUALLY AWAKE—If spiritually awake, they 
would hear in the income of every week, whether much or 
little, the voice of God and of conscience with authority 
demanding the tithes and offerings due the Lord. 4T 474, 475

15 TESTING HIS PEOPLE—The Lord is testing and 
proving His people. If any have no heart in the work, and fail 
to bring their offerings to God, He will visit them; and . . .  will 
separate them from His people. IT 238

16 WHAT HAVE THEY DONE—When the cases of all 
come in review before God, the question, What did they 
profess? is never asked, but, What have they done?
RH 7/13/1886

17 DEFENSE OF TRUTH—To stand in defense of truth 
and righteousness when the majority forsake us, to fight the 
battles of the Lord when champions are few—this will be our 
test. At this time we must gather warmth from the coldness of



others, courage from their cowardice, and loyalty from their 
treason. 5T 136

18 LAST CONFLICT—None but those who have fortified
the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the 
last great conflict. To every soul will come the searching test: 
Shall I obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is even 
now at hand. GC 593, 594

TIME
(Texts: Ps. 34:1; Ps. 89:47; 31:15; Eccl. 3:1-8; Isa. 33:6; 2 
Tim. 3:1.)

1 BELONGS TO GOD—Our time belongs to God. Every 
moment is His, and we are under the most solemn obligation 
to improve it to His glory. Of no talent He has given will He 
require more strict account than of our time. COL 342

2 THOUGHT AND PRAYER—Thought and prayer 
cannot take the place of earnest, faithful improvement of the 
time. 4T 459

3 ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD—Every day is given to us 
in trust and we shall be called upon to give an account of it to 
God. IHP227

4 SIX WORKING DAYS—The religion you profess 
makes it as much your duty to employ your time during the 
six working days as to attend church on the Sabbath. 5T 179

5 INDUSTRY/ECONOMY—Persons who have not 
acquired habits of close industry and economy of time should 
have set rules to prompt them to regularity and dispatch. 
4T411

6 KNOWLEDGE AND MENTAL DISCIPLINE—A 
resolute purpose, persistent industry, and careful economy of 
time, will enable men to acquire knowledge and mental 
discipline which will qualify them for almost any position of 
influence and usefulness. COL 344



7 DEFINITE AIM—Exercise . . .  [the] mind in planning 
how to use the time so as to secure the best results.. . .  Have a 
definite aim. Decide how long a time is required for a given 
task, and then bend every effort. COL 344

8 DAILY SCHEDULE—As far as possible, it is well to 
consider what is to be accomplished through the day. Make a 
memorandum of the different duties that await your attention, 
and set apart a certain time for the doing of each duty. Let 
everything be done with thoroughness, neatness, and dispatch. 
SD 114

9 REDEEMING—The only way in which we can redeem 
our time is by making the most of that which remains, by 
being co-workers with God in His great plan of redemption. 
COL 342

10 USED WISELY—By tact and method, some will 
accomplish as much in five hours as others do in ten.
COL 344

11 PLEASING THEMSELVES—Parents and children are 
not to regard themselves as their own, and feel that they can 
dispose of their time and property as shall please themselves. 
RH 7/14/96

12 CHILDREN EDUCATED—Children should be 
educated to make the very best use of their time, to be helpful 
to father and mother, to be self-reliant. They should not be 
allowed to consider themselves above doing any kind of labor 
that is necessary. CG 123

13 YOUTH SEEK TO REDEEM IT—Young men and 
women, you have no time to lose.. . .  Seek to redeem the 
time. Consecrate yourselves every day to the service of God, 
and you will find that you do not need many holidays to spend 
in idleness, nor much money to spend in self-gratification. 
MYP 301, 302

14 BUSINESS HOURS—Business hours should be 
faithfully employed.. . .  “Time is money.” 4T 450



15 EMPLOY EVERY MOMENT USEFULLY—Ministers 
should devote time to reading, to study, to meditation and 
prayer. They should store the mind with useful knowledge, 
committing to memory portions of Scripture, tracing out the 
fulfillment of the prophecies, and learning the lessons which 
Christ gave to His disciples. Take a book with you to read
when traveling___Employ every spare moment in doing
something. In this way an effectual door will be closed against 
a thousand temptations. 4T 412

16 MADDENING RUSH—An intensity such as never 
before was seen is taking possession of the world. In 
amusement, in moneymaking, in the contest for power, in the 
very struggle for existence, there is a terrible force that 
engrosses body and mind and soul. In the midst of this 
maddening rush, God is speaking. He bids us come apart and 
commune with Him. “Be still, and know that I am God”
(Psalm 46:10). Ed 260

17 PHYSICAL EXERCISE—The time spent in physical
exercise is not lost___When the brain is constantly taxed
while the other organs are left inactive, there is a loss of 
physical and mental strength. CT 295

18 PHYSICAL LABOR—Mental effort without 
corresponding physical exercise calls an undue proportion of 
blood to the brain, and thus the circulation is unbalanced. The 
brain has too much blood, while the extremities have too little. 
The hours of study and recreation should be carefully 
regulated, and a portion of the time should be spent in 
physical labor. ML 144

19 IDLENESS GREATEST CURSE—It [idleness] is the 
greatest curse that afflicts our world. Every man and woman 
who is truly converted will be a diligent worker. COL 343

20 DON’T WASTE—We have no time to waste, no time to 
devote to selfish pleasure, no time for the indulgence of sin. 
COL 342

21 EVERY MOMENT VALUABLE—It is wrong to waste 
our time, wrong to waste our thoughts.. . .  If every moment 
were valued and rightly employed, we should have time for



everything that we need to do for ourselves or for the world. 
MH 208

22 MAN’S TONGUE CAUSES LOSS—The time of many 
is lost when a man uses His tongue instead of His tools.
Ev 654

23 DISHONESTY—To be wasteful of time or material is 
dishonesty before God. 4T 451

24 FICTION—Through the agency of novels and story 
magazines, Satan is working to fill with unreal and trivial 
thoughts, minds that should be diligently studying the word of 
God. CT 121

25 LEARN TO ECONOMIZE—The newspapers abound in 
sensational records of frauds and embezzlements, of misery in 
families, husbands eloping with other men’s wives. . .  all 
because these parties were not trained in habits of industry 
and never learned how to economize time or to employ their 
faculties in the best way to make a happy home. 5T 523

26 GOSSIP—The time that is so often worse than wasted in 
idle, frivolous, and malicious gossip should be given to higher 
and nobler objects. 5T 176

27 HOLY PURPOSES—[Christ] taught that every moment 
of time is fraught with eternal results; that it is to be cherished 
as a treasure, and to be employed for holy purposes. DA 91

28 ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD—He who wastes hours, 
days, and weeks, because He is unwilling to do the work that 
offers, humble though it may be, will be called to render an 
account to God for his misspent time. 2SM 181

29 SAVING THE LOST—Your time, your talents, your 
means—are all to flow to the world in a tide of love for the 
saving of the lost. 9T 50



TITHE
(Texts: Eccl. 8:5; 11:1; Lev. 27:30-33; Num. 18:21, 24; Isa. 
1:19; Mai. 3:7-12; Matt. 23:23; Heb. 7:6-10; 1 John 3:17, 18;
1 Cor. 9:13,14, 16.)

ORIGIN

1 DIVINE ORIGIN—God’s plan in the tithing system is 
beautiful in its simplicity and equality. All may take hold of it 
in faith and courage, for it is divine in its origin. 3T 388

2 ENDURING PRINCIPLE—The special system of 
tithing was founded upon a principle which is as enduring as 
the law of God. This system of tithing was a blessing to the 
Jews, else God would not have given it [to] them. So also will 
it be a blessing to those who carry it out to the end of time.
3T 404, 405

3 DAYS OF ADAM—The tithing system reaches back 
beyond the days of Moses. Men were required to offer to God 
gifts for religious purposes. . .  even as far back as the days of 
Adam. 3T 393

4 FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN—God desires all His stewards 
to be exact in following divine arrangements. They are not to 
offset the Lord’s plans by performing some deed of charity or 
giving some gift. . .  when or how they, the human agent, may 
see fit. It is a very poor policy for men to seek to improve on 
God’s plan. 9T 248

PURPOSE

1 GOD IS SOURCE—The system of tithes and offerings 
was intended to impress the minds of men with a great truth— 
that God is the source of every blessing to His creatures.
PP 525

2 GOD TESTS US—None can enter heaven whose 
characters are defiled by the foul blot of selfishness.
Therefore, God tests us here, by committing to us temporal 
possessions, that our use of these may show whether we can 
be entrusted with eternal riches. CS 22
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3 SACRED RESERVE—The great work for the salvation 
of souls must be carried forward. In the tithe, with gifts and
offerings, He has made provision for this work___He claims
the tithe as His own, and it should ever be regarded as a 
sacred reserve, to be placed in His treasury for the benefit of 
His cause. COL 300

4 CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT—The consecration to 
God of a tithe of all increase . . .  tended to keep fresh before 
the people the truth of God’s ownership of all, and of their 
opportunity to be channels of His blessings. It was a training 
adapted to kill out all narrowing selfishness, and to cultivate 
breadth and nobility of character. Ed 44

5 NO WANT—Great objects are accomplished by this 
system. If one and all would accept it, each would be made a 
vigilant and faithful treasurer for God, and there would be no 
want of means with which to carry forward the great work of 
sounding the last message of warning to the world.. . .  The 
treasury will be full if all adopt this system, and the 
contributors will not be left the poorer. 3T 389

COMMAND

1 SIMPLE HONESTY—’’Bring ye all the tithe into the 
storehouse,” (Mai. 3:10), is God’s command. No appeal is 
made to gratitude or to generosity. This is a matter of simple 
honesty. The tithe is the Lord’s; and He bids us return to Him 
that which is His own. Ed 138, 139

2 FIRST APPROPRIATION—Of all our income we 
should make the first appropriation to God. CS 68

3 SEPARATE FUND—Set apart the tithe as a separate 
fund, to be sacredly the Lord’s. CS 81

4 HOLY AS SABBATH—The very same language is 
used concerning the Sabbath as in the law of the tithe: “The 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.” . . . God 
has sanctified the seventh day.. . .  In like manner a tithe of 
our income is “holy unto the Lord”. . . .  While we as a people 
are seeking faithfully to give to God the time which He has



reserved as His own, shall we not also render to Him that 
portion of our income which He claims? CS 66

5 SACRED PURPOSES—God gives man nine tenths, 
while He claims one tenth for sacred purposes, as He has 
given man six days for His own work and has reserved and set 
apart the seventh day to Himself. For, like the Sabbath, a tenth 
of the increase is sacred. 3T 395

BLESSING

1 BLESSING IN GIVING—Every man should freely and
willingly and gladly bring tithes and offerings into the 
storehouse of the Lord, because in so doing there is a blessing. 
There is no safety in withholding from God His own portion.
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2 NINE TENTHS BLESSED—Through His blessing He 
made their nine tenths worth more to them than the entire 
amount without His blessing.. . .  So also will it be a blessing 
to those who carry it out to the end of time. 3T 404, 405

3 CHANNEL KEPT OPEN—If all the tithes of our people 
flowed into the treasury of the Lord as they should, such 
blessings would be received that gifts and offerings for sacred 
purposes would be multiplied ten-fold, and thus the channel 
between God and man would be kept open. 4T 474

4 FAITHFUL DISPOSITION—Here [in Malachi] we are 
told that a blessing is given for a faithful disposition of the 
tithes, and a curse for the covetous retention of the money 
which should flow into the treasury. Then ought we not to 
work on the safe side, so dealing with God in handling the 
property lent us in trust that no shadow of reproach shall fall 
upon us? TMK 221

TEACHING RESPONSIBILITY

1 MINISTER’S WORK—It is a part of the minister’s
work to teach those who accept the truth through His efforts, 
to bring the tithe into the storehouse, as an acknowledgment 
of their dependence upon God. CS 105
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2 EVERY CONVERT INSTRUCTED—Every convert to 
the truth should be instructed in regard to the Lord’s 
requirement for tithes and offerings. 6T 447

3 OFTEN SETTING BEFORE PEOPLE—There will be 
need of often setting before the people their duty on this 
matter that they may render unto God His own. Ev 251

4 TAUGHT TO TITHE—If the proper instruction were 
given, if the proper methods were followed, every church 
member would do His work as a member of the body.. . .  
They should be taught to bring a faithful tithe to God that He 
may strengthen and bless them. Ev 381

5 NEW HELP TO SUSTAIN CAUSE—Never should the 
laborer who raises up little companies here and there, give the 
impression to those newly come to the faith, that God does not 
require them to work systematically in helping to sustain the 
cause by their personal labors and by their means. GW 222

6 NEGLECT INSTRUCTION—If you [ministers] neglect 
to give new converts instruction on this point [tithing], you 
leave undone a most important part of your work. Ev 250

7 EDUCATED CONVERTS IN ESSENTIALS—A 
laborer should never leave some portion of the work undone 
because it is not agreeable to perform.. . .  How much better if 
would have been if the first messenger of truth had faithfully 
and thoroughly educated those converts in regard to all 
essential matters, even if fewer had been added to the church 
under his labors. CS 104, 105

8 RESULTS OF FAILURE TO EDUCATE—There is 
great need of instruction concerning the obligations and duties 
to God, especially in regard to paying an honest tithe.. . .  If 
they [ministers] fail to do their whole duty in educating the 
people to be faithful in paying to God His own, there will be a 
shortage of means in the treasury to carry forward the Lord’s 
work. CS 104



PERSONAL DECISION

1 PRINCIPLE FOR EVERYONE—The directions given 
by the Holy Spirit through the apostle Paul in regard to gifts, 
present a principle that applies is o  to tithing: “Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as 
God hath prospered him.’’ Parents and children are here 
included. Not only the rich, but the poor, are addressed. CS 80

2 AMOUNT LEFT TO CONSCIENCE—As to the 
amount required, God has specified one tenth of the increase. 
This is left to the conscience and benevolence of men, whose 
judgment in this tithing system should have free play. And 
while it is left free to the conscience, a plan has been laid out 
definite enough for all. 3T 394
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3 EACH TO ASSESS—Everyone is to be His own 
assessor and is left to give all He purposes in His heart.
4T 469

4 AMOUNTS PROPORTIONATE TO INCOME—In the 
Bible system of tithes and offerings the amounts paid in by 
different persons will of course vary greatly, since they are 
proportioned to the income. CS 73

5 HOW MUCH?—Of the means which is entrusted to 
man, God claims a certain portion—a tithe; but He leaves all 
free to say how much the tithe is, and whether or not they will 
give more than this. They are to give as they purpose in their 
hearts. 5T 149

6 A FAITHFUL STEWARD—All the Lord asks of you is 
to be a faithful steward, to render to God a tenth of all your 
increase, without stopping to measure the matter to see how 
you are coming out. RH 6/21/98

USE OR MISUSE

1 GOSPEL LABORERS—The tithe is sacred, reserved by
God for Himself. It is to be brought into His treasury to be 
used to sustain the gospel laborers in their work. 9T 249
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2 GOD HAS NOT CHANGED—God has not changed; the 
tithe is still to be used for the support of the ministry. 9T 250

3 TO SUPPORT EDUCATORS—Light has been plainly 
given that those who minister in our schools, teaching the word 
of God, explaining the Scriptures, educating the students in the 
things of God, should be supported by the tithe money. 6T 8

4 APPLYING TO OBJECTS—A very plain, definite 
message has been given to me for our people. I am bidden to 
tell them that they are making a mistake in applying the tithe to 
various objects which, though good in themselves, are not the 
object to which the Lord has said that the tithe should be 
applied. Those who make this use of the tithe are departing 
from the Lord’s arrangement. God will judge for these things. 
9T248

5 INCIDENTAL EXPENSES—I was shown that it is 
wrong to use the tithe for defraying the incidental expenses of 
the church. CS 103

6 PERSONAL NEEDS—Let no one, when brought into a 
strait place, take money consecrated to religious purposes, and 
use it for His advantage, soothing His conscience by saying that 
He will repay it at some future time. CS 79

7 DON’T PAY DEBTS—The man who has been 
unfortunate, and finds himself in debt, should not take the 
Lord’s portion to cancel his debts to his fellow men. 6T 391

8 MISTAKE TO DIVERT—[Some reason! that the tithe 
may be applied to school purposes. Still others reason that 
canvassers and colporteurs should be supported from the tithe. 
But a great mistake is made when the tithe is drawn from the 
object for which it is to be used—the support of the ministers. 
9T 248, 249

9 CONSEQUENCES OF DIVERTING—That there will 
always be a temptation to divert the tithe money to other 
channels, we know; but the Lord has guarded this, His own 
portion, to be sacredly used for the support of the gospel 
ministers. There may be such measures taken as shall reduce 
the working force that bears the message of truth, as is being



done, and in America has been done to meet the measurement 
of the tithe in the treasury; but this is not the Lord’s plan, and 
if entered upon and continued, will reduce God’s blessing to 
the churches that work upon such a plan. There may be a great 
dearth of means if there is a departing from the Lord’s plan.
1 MR 193

10 DIVERTED—Let the work no longer be hedged up 
because the tithe has been diverted into various channels other 
than the one to which the Lord has said it should go. Provision 
is to be made for these other lines of work. They are to be 
sustained, but not from the tithe. 9T 250

11 SOLELY TO SUPPORT MINISTRY—This fund 
should not in any case be devoted to any other use; it is to be 
devoted solely to support the ministry of the gospel. CS 81

12 MEDDLING BRINGS PUNISHMENT—The tithe is 
the Lord’s, and those who meddle with it will be punished 
with the loss of their heavenly treasure unless they repent. 
9T 249, 250
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13 CONSECRATED ONES REWARDED—Those self- 
sacrificing, consecrated ones who render back to God the 
things that are His, as He requires of them, will be rewarded 
according to their works. Even though the means thus 
consecrated be misapplied, so that it does not accomplish the 
object which the donor had in view—the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls—those who made the sacrifice in sincerity 
of soul, with an eye single to the glory of God, will not lose 
their reward. 2T 519

WITHHELD

1 PRAYER NO SUBSTITUTE—Prayer offered ever so 
often and ever so earnestly will never be accepted by God in 
the place of our tithe. Prayer will not pay our debts to God. 
MYP 248

2 MANY ADVENTISTS ROB GOD—Very recently I 
have had direct light. . .  upon this question, that many 
Seventh-day Adventists were robbing God in tithes and
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offerings, and it was plainly revealed to me that Malachi had 
stated the case as it really is. TM 60

3 NO BURDEN—The moral law enjoined the observance
of the Sabbath, which was not a burden except when that law 
was transgressed and they were bound by the penalties 
involved in breaking it. The tithing system was no burden to 
those who did not depart from the plan. CS 75
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4 NO EXCUSE—Some have been dissatisfied and have 
said, “I will no longer pay my tithe, for I have no confidence 
in the way things are managed at the heart of the work.” But 
will you rob God because you think the management of the 
work is not right? Make your complaint, plainly and openly, 
in the right spirit, to the proper ones. Send in your petitions 
for things to be adjusted and set in order; but do not withdraw 
from the work of God, and prove unfaithful, because others 
are not doing right. 9T 249

5 TENDS TO POVERTY—If the Conference business is
not managed according to the order of the Lord, that is the sin 
of the erring one; the Lord will not hold you responsible for it, 
if you do what you can to correct the evil. But do not commit 
sin yourselves by withholding from the Lord His own 
property. “Cursed be he that doeth the work of the Lord 
deceitfully,” or negligently. lSpT”A” 27

6 FANNING DISCONTENT—When persons declare that
they will not pay their tithes because the means is not used as 
they think it ought to be, will the elder of the church or 
minister sympathize with the sinners? Will he aid the enemy 
in his work? Or will he as a wise man, endued with 
knowledge, go to work to correct the evil and remove 
stumbling blocks? Let those who are dissatisfied state plainly 
their grievances to the ones who they think have erred, instead 
of talking the matter over with others, and thus fanning the 
flame of discontent. MS 3, 1890

7 EMBEZZLEMENT RECORDED—All that is withheld
of that which God claims, the tenth of the increase, is recorded 
in the books of heaven against the withholders as robbery. 
Such defraud their Creator; and when this sin of neglect is 
brought before them, it is not enough for them to change their



course and begin to work from that time upon the right 
principle. This will not correct the figures made in the 
heavenly record for embezzling the property committed to 
them in trust to be returned to the Lender. Repentance for 
unfaithful dealing with God, and for base ingratitude, is 
required. 3T 394

8 RIGHT WRONGS—If you have refused to deal 
honestly with God, I beseech you to think of your deficiency, 
and if possible to make restitution. If this cannot be done, in 
humble penitence pray that God for Christ’s sake will pardon 
your great debt. Begin now to act like Christians. Make no 
excuse for failing to give the Lord His own. Now, while 
mercy’s sweet voice is still heard, while it is not yet too late 
for wrongs to be righted, while it is called today, if ye will 
hear His voice, harden not your hearts. CS 100

9 BRINGS POVERTY—There are many who profess to 
keep the commandments of God who are appropriating to 
their own use the means which the Lord has intrusted to them, 
and which should come to His treasury. They rob God in 
tithes and offerings.. . .  They . . .  withhold from God to their 
own hurt. They bring leanness and poverty upon themselves 
and darkness upon the church, because of their covetousness. 
RH 9/23/1873

10 LIMITED BLESSINGS—But when they robbed God in 
tithes and in offerings they were made to realize that they 
were not only robbing Him but themselves, for He limited His 
blessings to them just in proportion as they limited their 
offerings to Him. 3T 395

11 NOT BLESSED UNTIL RESTITUTION—There are 
many who will not be blessed until they make restitution of 
the tithe which they have withheld. God is waiting for you to 
redeem the past. CS 87
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UNITY
(Texts: Ps. 32:7; 133:1; 186:11; John 17:23; Eph. 4:3, 13; 1 
Cor. 1:10.)

1 A MIRACLE—Unity existing among the followers of
Christ is an evidence that the Father sent His Son to save 
sinners. It is a witness to His power; for nothing short of the 
miraculous power of God can bring human beings with then- 
different temperaments together in harmonious action, their
one aim being to speak the truth in love___Unity bears
witness to the power of the truth. 9T 194
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2 DISCONCERTS ENEMY—The oneness and unity of
God’s truth-believing remnant people carries powerful 
conviction to the world that they have the truth, and are the 
peculiar, chosen people of God. This oneness and unity 
disconcerts the enemy, and he is determined that it shall not 
exist. IT 327

3 STRENGTH—Unity is the strength of the church. Satan
knows this, and he employs his whole force to bring in 
dissension. He desires to see lack of harmony among the 
members of the church of God. 2SM 159

4 CONVINCING EVIDENCE OF REDEEMER—The
unity of the church is the convincing evidence that God has 
sent Jesus into the world as its Redeemer. This is an argument 
which worldlings cannot controvert. Therefore Satan is 
constantly working to prevent this union and harmony, that 
unbelievers, by witnessing backsliding, dissension, and strife 
among professed Christians, may become disgusted with 
religion and be confirmed in their impenitence. God is 
dishonored by those who profess the truth while they are at 
variance and enmity with one another. 5T 620

5 CURING DIFFICULTIES PREMATURELY—There is 
danger of doing too much to cure difficulties in the church, 
which, if left alone, will frequently work their own cure. It is 
bad policy to take hold of matters in any church prematurely. 
3T114



6 DEFER JUDGMENT—They should also feel it a 
solemn duty to illustrate in their characters the teachings of 
Christ, being at peace one with another and moving in perfect 
harmony as an undivided whole. They should defer their 
individual judgment to the judgment of the body of the 
church. 4T 18

7 KINDNESS WINS MANY—Duty, stem duty, has a 
twin sister, which is kindness. If duty and kindness are 
blended, decided advantage will be gained; but if duty is 
separated from kindness, if tender love is not mingled with 
duty, there will be a failure, and much harm will be the result. 
Men and women will not be driven, but many can be won by 
kindness and love. 3T 108

8 SILENT INFLUENCE—Silent influence will do more 
than open controversy. 3T 167

URGENT APPEALS
1 BASED ON EMOTIONS IS DANGEROUS—To give 
or to labor when our sympathies are moved, and to withhold 
our gifts or service when the emotions are not stirred, is an 
unwise and dangerous course. CS 25

2 BAD IMPRESSION—The raising of money has been 
carried to extremes. It has left a bad impression on many 
minds. Making urgent calls is not the best plan of raising 
means. 3T 511

3 AT CAMP MEETINGS—I was shown that there have 
been unhappy results from making urgent calls for means at 
our camp meetings.. . .  In most instances urgent calls for 
means have left a wrong impression upon some minds.. . .  
Making urgent calls is not the best plan of raising means.
3T 510, 511

4 NO URGING—When the light and love of Jesus 
illuminates the hearts of His followers, there will be no 
occasion for urging or begging their money or their service. 
5T 285
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5 BETTER METHODS—There are better methods of 
raising means by freewill offerings, than by urgent calls at our 
large gatherings.. . .  If all come up to the plan of systematic 
benevolence . . .  the treasury will be well supplied. 3T 510

6 NOT NECESSARY—We are in a world of plenty. If the 
gifts and offerings were proportionate to the means which each 
has received of God, there would be no need for urgent calls for 
means. 3T 410

WEALTH
(Texts: Ps. 50:10-12; Hag. 2:8; Deut. 8:18; Prov. 10:22; Zech. 
14:14; Eccl. 5:19.)
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1 ACCUMULATE HEAVENLY RICHES—The desire to 
accumulate wealth is an original affection of our nature, 
implanted there by our heavenly Father for noble ends. CS 148

2 A GOLDEN BOND—When rightly employed, wealth 
becomes a golden bond of gratitude and affection between man 
and his fellow men, and a strong tie to bind his affections to his 
Redeemer. CS 22

3 LORD’S ENTRUSTED TALENT—The followers of 
Christ are not to despise wealth; they are to look upon wealth as 
the Lord’s entrusted talent. CS 133

4 TO ADVANCE GOD’S KINGDOM—When God 
entrusts man with riches, it is that he may adorn the doctrine of 
Christ our Saviour by using his earthly treasure in advancing 
the kingdom of God in our world. CS 27

5 NO SIN TO HAVE PROPERTY—It is no sin to acquire 
and control property as stewards for God, holding it only until 
He shall require it for the necessities of His work. OHC 194

6 GIFT OF GOD—Money itself is the gift of God to men, 
to be used with fidelity in His service. CS 139

7 MAY BE BLESSING—Worldly wealth may be made a 
blessing, if rightly used. OHC 189



8 TEMPTATIONS OF WEALTHY—The wealthy are 
tempted to employ their means in self-indulgence, and the 
gratification of appetite, in personal adornment, or in the 
embellishment of their homes. CS 155

9 NOT OUR OWN—The greater the treasures laid up on 
the earth, the more difficult it is for the possessor to realize 
that they are not His own, but are lent Him to be used for 
God’s glory. CS 150

10 BENEVOLENCE GREATER IN POOR—Experience 
shows that a spirit of benevolence is more frequently found 
among those of limited means than among the more wealthy. 
CS 177,178

11 SOLICITATION—We are not to feel that it would not 
be the thing to ask men of the world for means; for it is just 
the thing to do. This plan was opened before me as a way of 
coming in touch with wealthy men of the world. Through this 
means not a few will become interested, and may hear and 
believe the truth for this time. CS 188
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12 LOSSES—Frequently, the loss of earthly blessings
teaches us more than their possession. When we pass through 
trials and afflictions, it is no evidence that Jesus does not love 
and bless us. OHC 327

WILLS
(Texts: Matt. 12:50; Luke 22:42; John 5:30; 7:17; Eph. 5:15- 
17; Heb. 13:20, 21; Eph. 6:6; 1 John 2:17.)

1 REMEMBER GOD’S CAUSE—In disposing of your 
property by will to your relatives, be sure that you do not 
forget God’s cause. You are His agents, holding His property; 
and His claims should have your first consideration. Your 
wife and children, of course, should not be left destitute; 
provision should be made for them if they are needy. But do 
not, simply because it is customary, bring into your will a long 
line of relatives who are not needy. CS 328
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2 PROPERLY PREPARED—Those who make their wills 
should not spare pains or expense to obtain legal advice and to 
have them drawn up in a manner to stand the test. 3T 117

3 DISPENSE MEANS FREELY—The Lord would have 
His followers dispense their means while they can do it 
themselves.. . .  We must acknowledge that our possessions 
are absolutely His, by using of them freely whenever means is 
needed to advance His cause. CS 324

4 SEND TREASURES TO HEAVEN—Get your means 
where you can handle it for the benefit of the cause of God. 
Send your treasures before you into heaven. 5T 465

5 DUTY OF THE AGED—Many manifest a needless 
delicacy on this point. They feel that they are stepping upon 
forbidden ground when they introduce the subject of property 
to the aged or to invalids in order to leam what disposition 
they design to make of it. But this duty is just as sacred as the 
duty to preach the word to save souls. Here is a man with 
God’s money or property in His hands. He is about to change 
His stewardship. Will He place the means which God has lent 
Him to be used in His cause, in the hands of wicked men, just 
because they are His relatives? CS 323, 324

6 FIRST DUTY TO GOD—Some have felt under sacred 
obligation to their children.. . .  Their first duty is to
God. . . .  Let not your children steal your offering from God’s 
altar for their own benefit. IT 220, 221

7 HEIRS INJURED—Property is often bequeathed to 
children and grandchildren only to their injury. CS 323

8 BEST LEGACY—The very best legacy which parents 
can leave their children is a knowledge of useful labor and the 
example of a life characterized by disinterested benevolence. 
3T 399

9 BETTER THAN DOWRY—Habits of economy, 
industry, and sobriety, are a better portion for your children 
than a rich dowry. CS 37



10 UNBELIEVING CHILDREN—If they have children 
who are afflicted or are struggling in poverty, and who will 
make a judicious use of means, they should be considered. But 
if they have unbelieving children who have abundance of this 
world, and who are serving the world, they commit a sin 
against the Master who has made them His stewards, by placing 
means in their hands merely because they are their children.
CS 330

11 INHERITED RICHES A SNARE—Riches are desirable 
only as a means of supplying present wants, and of doing good to 
others. But inherited riches oftener become a snare to the 
possessor than a blessing. CS 331

12 EVIDENCE OF SELFISHNESS?—Many people selfishly 
retain their means, and soothe their conscience with a plan for 
doing some great thing for the cause of God after their death.
They make a will donating a large sum to the church and its 
various interests, and then settle down with a feeling that they 
have done all that is required of them. Wherein have they denied 
self by this act? They have, on the contrary, exhibited the true 
essence of selfishness. When they have no longer any use for their 
money they propose to give it to God. But they will retain it as 
long as they can, till they are compelled to relinquish it by a 
messenger that cannot be turned aside. Such a will is often an 
evidence of real covetousness. 4T 81

13 LIVING BENEVOLENCE—Dying legacies are a 
miserable substitute for living benevolence. The servants of God 
should be making their wills every day in good works and liberal 
offerings to God. CS 326

14 THE LORD’S WILL FOR HIS DISCIPLES—Before our 
Lord went to His agony on the cross He made His will. He had no 
silver or gold or houses to leave His disciples. He was a poor 
man, as far as earthly possessions were concerned. Few in 
Jerusalem were so poor as He. But He left His disciples a richer 
gift than any earthly monarch could bestow on his subjects. 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you,” He
said___He left them the peace which had been His during His
life on the earth, which had been with Him amid poverty, 
buffeting, and persecution, and which was to be with Him during 
His agony in Gethsemane and on the cmel cross. IHP 249
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