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l€TS TALK ABOUT . . .

OWN€RSHIP

The entire body of stewardship is embodied in a single 
question: Who is the owner? If a person considers himself the 
owner of his possessions, any stewardship education will be a 
waste of time, but if God is considered the owner of everything, 
every facet of life falls neatly into place.

It is amazing how casually Genesis 1:26 is read and its 
central message missed (or dismissed). The text is often read 
as proof of God's creatorship, but rarely emphasized as to the 
reason why man was created. As a consequence, the majority of 
the inhabitants of the world (including Christians) consider 
themselves as the owners of their possessions.

Possibly, much of the Christian community is less to blame for 
this attitude than leaders who equate stewardship with money, 
rather than with its true meaning: the relationship existing 
between a person and God. Often one hears a congregation being 
praised for its liberality. But how can a person be liberal if 
he doesn't own anything? Faithful, possibly--but liberal? All 
these strengthen the idea of personal ownership. Stewardship is 
a privilege bestowed by an owner on a person to whom he entrusts 
his goods. It is an honor requiring responsibility and 
accountability.

The idea of personal ownership is strengthened and perpetuated 
by deeds of title, bills of sale, and possessions, but, one must 
never lose sight of the fact that everything a person may 
possess is subject to forfeiture, seizure, or confiscation. The 
law allow seizure of anything used in an illegal activity. 
Linder such a condition, any evidence of personal ownership is 
annulled.

A person may be legal and still lose his ownership. For 
instance, one might have the deed to a farm. Should the state 
or province, wish to place a highway through the middle of the 
property--they will go through! Either the title holder will 
accept the amount offered— or, the amount will be determined by 
the courts--or, if he refuses these negotiations, he will be 
ejected. Legal ownership, in this instance, is simply dismissed 
as "for the common good."

In this world, all ownership is conditional, based on the 
willingness of others to admit or permit it. It might be well 
to remember at this point that a thief admits no ownership, 
neither does an invading army.

Ownership implies control. And, although a person might



maintain authority during his lifetime, death will eventually 
bring this to an end--the possessions pass into the control of 
others.

Ownership also implies unlimited privilege, with no higher 
authority. It must be obvious that the only true owner is God. 
Consider these references. "The earth is the Lord's" (Ps. 
50:10); "The silver is mine, and the gold is mine" (Haggai 
2:8).

One young man seemed disappointed that even in the New Earth 
he wouldn't own his own home. When it was pointed out that he 
would have "life tenancy", he seemed satisfied. Most people 
would be happy to settle for a like situation in this life.

This principle of God's ownership is indicated as one of the 
beliefs of the members of the apostolic church. While Acts 4:32 
is often used in stressing unity; of equal importance is the 
attribute of these people who understand true ownership: 
"..neither said any of them that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own." The wrongness is not in possession 
(that is what stewardship is all about), but in claiming 
ownership.

Therefore, the first consideration in teaching the principles 
of stewardship is to establish this eternal concept of God's 
ownership. This is the theme of the first commandment: it is 
the basis for a concern-free life found in Matthew 6:33.

Think this through: A person is either a steward of God, or a 
slave of the Devil--there is no alternative.
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NEVER FORGET 
THAT
THE GREATEST LESSON 
TO BE
TAUGHT AND LEARNED 
IS
THE LESSON 
OF
COPARTNERSHIP 
WITH CHRIST..
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OUR LORD 
ADAPTS HIMSELF 

TO
OUR SPECIAL NEEDS.

HE WALKS 
CLOSE 

BY OUR SIDE
HE KNOWS 
EVERY ONE 
BY NAME.
Sons and 

Daughters 
of God.
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WHY HE CAME

THE LORD JESUS CAME TO T H I S  WORLD 

NOT TO REVEAL WHAT A GOD COULD DO, 

BUT WHAT A MAN COULD DO

THROUGH F AI T H IN GOD'S POWER 

TO HELP IN EVERY EMERGENCY.

EGW 7 BC p.929


