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Much of the money which finds its way 
into the church treasury can be classed 

as a collection, rather than an offering. This probably 
occurs because needs are emphasized, rather than the 
privilege of giving, as an expression of love and gratitude 
to God. As a matter of fact, the prime reason for going to 
God's house should be to offer an evidence of this love.

One does not read in the Bible, "Let's go up to the 
tabernacle to hear Samuel preach--I hear he is very good," 
but rather, "Let's go up to the house of the Lord to offer 
sacrifice." It appears that the major reason for 
attendance at both the tabernacle, and the temple was to 
personally offer freewill gifts as a recognition and 
appreciation of God's leading, care, and protection. (See 
Deut. 26) Many would consider it unfortunate that, to a 
large extent, the original reason for worship was to 
present a sacrifice. While singing, prayer, and study are 
vital to Christian growth, the offering is an individual's 
expression of love, and should be our first consideration. 
In other words, the presentation of tithes and offerings 
should be the paramount reason for the service. (Possibly 
it should be the first act of worship.)

One man expressed his complete misunderstanding 
regarding the financial part of worship when he said, "I 
wish I could find some church where they had inspiring 
sermons, beautiful music, and fervent prayers -- and forget 
all this talk about money."

"I hav*e great news for you," I replied. "I attended 
just such a service last week."

"Oh," he exclaimed, "where was it?"

"It was a funeral!"

While most of us might hesitate to express this thought 
so candidly, it is too common to be ignored.
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Anything as dynamic and vital as the church must be, 
will require prodigious sums of money. We should thank God 
for giving us this opportunity, but the danger is in this 
"requirement." It is possible that in our zeal to carry 
out the Lord's plans, we might replace privileges with 
needs— opportunities with panic appeals. The question is: 
Would it be better to raise funds to support some program, 
or structure the program to match the funds given from the 
right motives?

This, of course, could create an additional problem 
calling for divine guidance. On the one hand we need to 
have an aggressive program, and must not be satisfied with 
a minimum of effort; while on the other, we must not allow 
the need for funds to take precedence over the spiritual 
requirement of the need of the giver to give, but from 
proper motivation.

It is always easier to promote than to educate; 
besides, it takes less time, and is more spectacular. We 
seem to relish the fever of exploitation - the clever 
sayings on four-color brochures. This may be acceptable 
for selling soap, but it is inappropriate for the church 
and its mission.

This is another phase of Christian activity which must 
be a result rather than something we actively seek through 
promotion. A pure motive must be the compelling, and 
controlling factor. Remember: ONE CAN GIVE WITHOUT LOVING, 
BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO LOVE WITHOUT GIVING. If we try to 
stimulate giving without this love motivation, we are 
encouraging people to replace God with things or 
objectives. (This could be a form of idolatry.) If we do 
this, it might be better to separate the objective from 
God's work, and enter into a good, old-fashioned, fund
raising campaign, with all the hype and hoopla possible. 
This would parade the activity under the guise of 
offerings, when, in reality, they are only a contribution. 
This is dangerous, for if we give without a corresponding 
heart response, "we mock God!" * We should remember that 
the thought prompting the gift is far more important than 
the gift.

A true offering is motivated by love and expects no 
other reward than the joy of giving. The pure offering
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seeks nothing--expects nothing; it is an outward response 
to an inward feeling. It will only be a true offering, if 
there is first the gift of the life to God. "And this they 
did, not as we hoped (expected RSV), but first gave their 
own selves to the Lord." (2 Cor.8:5) The offering then, 
must occur in the proper sequence. How often we "praise 
God from whom all blessings flow," over an amount, rather 
than what prompted the gifts.

Since giving is indicative of a person's relationship 
to God, it must not be influenced by any man-made idea or 
plan. It must not be tampered with, for it is a vital link 
in the relationship of a person to God. God's 
communication system is jammed any time we do something to 
upset this balance: the God-loves-man, man-loves-God 
relationship.

How, then, do we protect this relationship, and still 
provide the financial support for the many phases of God's 
work? First, we continually uphold God's love, His 
sacrifice, His Gift. Then, we can present the needs of 
God's work, as opportunities to express our love and 
gratitude in return. In this way the individual will give 
to God and distribute to things. Needs will only make it 
convenient to allocate the money which has already been 
dedicated to God. He will be the real recipient of every 
offering. The requirements for His great master plan, will 
be hailed as opportunities to exercise our partnership with 
Him.

Only in this way can offerings retain their divine 
design--a pure expression of a pure love.

######

* White, E.G., Counsels on Stewardship, p. 199, Review & 
Herald, 1940.

(c) Mel Rees 1988
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STARVATION

"Continual giving starves covetousness to death."
Testimonies, Vol. 3 . p. 548

HEARTS THAT LOVE

"An offering from the heart that loves, God delights 
to honor, giving it highest efficiency in service 
for Him. If we have given our hearts to Jesus, we 
also shall bring our gifts to Him."

Desire of Ages, p. 65

A PEARL IN THE BANK OF HEAVEN

"Every opportunity...to aid the cause of God in the 
spread of the truth, is a pearl that you can send 
beforehand, and deposit in the bank of Heaven for 
safekeeping."

Testimonies, Vol 3. pp 249, 250

"THE SPIRIT OF LIBERALITY IS THE SPIRIT OF HEAVEN...

Christ, having given up all that He had, then gave 
Himself, that man might be saved. The cross of 
Calvary should appeal to the benevolence of every 
follower of the Saviour. The principle there 
illustrated is to give, give."

Acts of the Apostles, p. 339

THANK GOD FOR THE HONOR OF JOINING HIM IN GIVING!
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