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Chapter One 7

Insecurity- 
Man’s Unwelcome 

Companion

“But the Lord answered and said to her, Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and bothered about so 
many things.” Luke 10:41, New American Stan
dard Bible.

Ever since Eve had lunch at the devil’s fruit 
stand, insecurity has been the unwelcome compan
ion of every human being. Satan promised Adam 
and Eve that they would be as gods, knowing both 
good and evil. Insecurity must have been one of 
the unfortunate bits of knowledge they acquired 
from their rebellious act. If they had been satisfied 
with only a knowledge of good, they could have 
been socially and economically secure for all eter
nity. This was God’s plan for them.

For most of us one thing is certain, and that is 
uncertainty. It has no boundaries of race, class, 
country, or income level. As soon as a person is old 
enough to recognize the necessity for food, cloth
ing, and shelter, he begins to fear the time when



these may not be available; and this fear produces 
insecurity. This feeling, like a gnawing worm, bur
rows into the fiber of his consciousness and influ
ences his thinking and actions as long as he lives.

A strange phenomenon accompanies this fear. 
The greater the feeling of uncertainty, the greater 
the urge selfishly to grasp and hoard those things 
which represent security. Yet strange as it may 
seem, this urge blocks the only source of security!

All life depends upon exchange. The little 
brook, singing its way down the mountainside, re
ceives its crystal waters from the melting snows. It 
must in turn give these waters to the rivers which 
carry them to the ocean. To complete the cycle, 
the waters are returned to the mountains in rain or 
snow. If the little brook hoarded what it received, 
it would shut off its only source of supply and 
become a series of stagnant pools. So it is with a 
man or woman who selfishly retains that which he 
has received from others.

This principle was graphically demonstrated in a 
little Western town whose economy depended 
chiefly on lumbering. For about three months each 
winter, logging operations were curtailed. The 
weather really did not affect the mills, which had 
huge piles of logs on their “cold decks.”

During this period the mill owners customarily 
delayed paying their accounts. They cited the 
weather as an excuse for this action, but they never 
explained the real reason. Stopping the flow of dol
lars in the community worked a hardship on every
one—workmen, merchants, professional people.
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Insecurity—Man’s Unwelcome Companion 9

It seemed strange that in an area where there 
was no critical lack of income a false depression 
could be created annually by less than a dozen 
men, simply because they shut off the source of 
supply and stopped the flow of exchange.

But there was a real reason behind this action- 
uncertainty for the future. A strike, prolonged 
abnormal weather, or sudden fluctuation in the 
lumber market might eat away their operating re
serves. So the fear of an uncertain future created 
an annual crisis in hundreds of homes.
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Whatever the reason, whatever the problem, 
money fears affect millions of people and serve to 
strengthen their feelings of insecurity. One man 
fears that he will not find a job; another fears that 
he may lose his. If one accumulates a reserve, he is 
uncertain what to do with it. If he hides it at 
home, fire may destroy it or thieves break in and 
steal. If he invests it, he may lose it. If he entrusts 
it to a bank, a depression could force it to close.

All this adds up to another fact, for which there 
is no logical explanation. This feeling of insecurity 
usually intensifies as a person nears the close of 
life. As a result, an insecure person grows increas
ingly selfish and more eager than ever to accumu
late those things from which he cannot possibly 
benefit, but which he thinks spell security.

A wealthy man approached the closing hours of 
his life. Some years before, he had purchased a 
piece of property for speculation. To his dismay, 
the land had decreased in value until it was worth 
only about half its purchase price. A doctor who 
had recently set up practice in the community was 
attending this man, now confined to his bed at 
home. Day after day, as the doctor made his calls, 
the patient tried to sell him this property.

Incredible as it may seem, almost the last con
scious act of this man was to attempt to turn a bad 
investment into a profit, in spite of the fact that he 
had money enough to guarantee his security for 
many years. Less than twenty-four hours before his 
death, he summoned what must have been his last 
ounce of strength trying to close the transaction.
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His insecurity denied him the questionable privi
lege of dying in peace. He had to stack up a few 
dollars more before he expired!

Is this an extreme example? It would be difficult 
to find a person today, even among professing 
Christians, not plagued with insecurity. The poor 
worry they will not have enough. The rich want 
more and fear they may lose what they have.

God originally planned to provide for our mate
rial needs so abundantly that we would never know 
insecurity. However, when Adam sinned he for
feited this divine assurance. But did God, in plan
ning for man’s redemption, make no provision for 
him to escape this constant concern for the neces
sities of life? Was he to spend his brief span upon 
earth wandering around in a state of insecurity?
Was this to be an added penalty for his sin?

The answer is No! God loved His errant children 
so much that He was willing to sacrifice His only 
Son just to bring them back into the heavenly fam
ily. A loving God could no more bear to see a 
world full of doleful creatures in a state of morbid 
concern from the cradle to the grave than an 
earthly father would want his children worrying 
about their daily needs.

“Therefore,” Jesus urged, “take no thought, say
ing, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? . . . for your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and His righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you.” Matthew 6:31-33.
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Within His plan for man’s redemption God has 
made provision for his social security, which, if 
rightly understood and followed, will guarantee 
him the essentials of life—food, clothing, shelter. 
This does not mean that every person is assured of 
prosperity as measured by worldly standards, al
though surely this was God’s intention for both 
ancient and modern Israel.

One person might be able to stand prosperity; to 
another it would be a snare. Even Solomon was not 
wise enough to cope with the dangers of wealth. 
So, while God entrusts each person with only the 
material things he is capable of handling wisely, He 
will provide each of His children with man’s three 
basic needs. With these a person is to be content. 
“Be content with such things as ye have: for He 
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 
Hebrews 13:5.

God wants men and women to be calm and con
fident at all times, under all conditions. He wants 
them to place their trust in Him, living under His 
direction and knowing He plans for their best inter
ests. He wants them to accept every experience of 
life as a stepping-stone to eternal happiness.

How can we be contented in a world of discon
tent? How can we feel secure in a world where the 
uncertain fortunes of governments, shaky mone
tary systems, and the erratic forces of nature all 
conspire to make us insecure? In order better to 
understand God’s plan for us in today’s complex 
society, we must go back to the dawn of history to 
discover God’s plan in the beginning.
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Chapter Two 13

Man in God’s Plan

“And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, 
after Our likeness: and let them have dominion. ” 
Genesis 1:26.

A switch engine, noisily obstructing the inter
section, blocked my way in a little soot-stained 
manufacturing town in the hills of western Penn
sylvania. I could see there was going to be a delay 
of several minutes, so I turned off the ignition and 
settled back in the seat to wait.

To my left I saw a large factory and a man wait
ing beside a door. He was standing on one foot, the 
other braced against the brick wall. In one hand he 
balanced a lunch pail on his knee; the other toyed 
with a smoldering cigarette. Looking at him, I won
dered, “What is his aim in life? Does he have any 
knowledge or hope for another life when this one 
is finished?” His expressionless face provided no 
answer.

I turned my attention from him to the surround-



ing hills. I could see tiers and tiers of weathered 
houses perched on stilts, leaning against the hill
side. I looked at my watch. It was three minutes 
before four o’clock. The man leaning against the 
wall hadn’t moved.

I began to wonder. “He must live in one of those 
little houses on the hillside,” I thought to myself. 
“He probably has a wife and three or four children. 
Every day he must come down the hill at the same 
time, place his foot on the same worn brick, and 
wait for four o’clock. His job is probably to twist 
some wires around some boxes, insert some bolts 
in a piece of machinery, or maybe operate a lathe. 
Whatever it is, I suppose he works four hours, eats 
the contents of his lunch pail, works four more 
hours, and then goes home.

“Slowly he climbs the hill. He takes a tired 
glance at the evening paper or possibly watches the 
late, late show on TV, finally going to bed to spend 
the next six or eight hours. Then he arises to fol
low the same routine, day in and day out, years on 
end. No aim, no goal except to earn enough to 
keep him and his family in beans and overalls. 
Then there comes that inevitable day when he goes 
down or up the hill for the last time. And this is 
the end.”

The factory whistle interrupted my imaginings. I 
glanced in the man’s direction. Flipping his ciga
rette away, he went inside. Again I wondered. “If 
all there is to life is a job with Saturdays and Sun
days off, and two weeks’ vacation each year, with 
no prospects beyond the grave, is it really worth all

14 God’s Plan for Social Security



Man in God’s Plan 15

the sweat, toil, and tears? There has to be more to 
life than this.”

Man wasn’t an accident or an afterthought. God 
clearly outlined his position on the great blueprint 
for the universe. So exalted was this position to be 
that man was made in the likeness of his Creator.

Our first parents have often been pictured as 
adult-size children, wandering among the flowers 
and trees, looking curiously at bird and bee and 
butterfly. Somehow we fail to see them as they 
were—mature adults, possessing the wisdom and



judgment of sinless intelligence. Picture instead the 
lordly Adam standing in majestic dignity as all the 
animals of the earth pass in review and he assigns 
them their names according to their characteristics.

Every organ and faculty of this man was perfect 
and divinely tuned. He was capable of unlimited 
development. As Adam enjoyed the privilege of 
face-to-face communion with his Creator, he would 
have revealed more fully the image of God until at 
last he reflected the mind and thoughts of God. 
Man was made for magnificence! He was a son of 
God, to share in the management of this world, its 
appointed steward.

This world God created was a place of exquisite 
beauty. Stately trees covered its verdant hills, pre
cious stones scintillated on the banks of its crystal 
streams. Here could be found every kind of plant, 
tree, bird, fish, and animal.

God knew that such a complex creation would 
require careful supervision. So He created a person 
of stately bearing and vast intelligence. Then to 
this creature whom He had formed from the dust 
of the ground God gave dominion over the wide 
world and everything in it.

One day someone asked, “Why did God make 
man a steward?” It seemed a strange question that 
didn’t appear to require an answer. But, why did 
God make man a steward?

He could have made him a slave. He could easily 
have made him an automaton, a robot, under the 
control of some type of celestial computer. What
ever skills were needed to carry out the will of God
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Man in God’s Plan 1 7

could have been programmed into this creature. In 
this way God wouldn’t have taken any chance that 
His beautiful works might be spoiled. Everything 
could have been skillfully and efficiently con
ducted throughout the ages of eternity. And man 
could have lived in a state of servile bliss not unlike 
that of a pet animal.

However, God is love. Love is the very founda
tion of His universe. And God so loved this man 
whom He had formed that He wanted him to enjoy 
the privilege of intelligent choice. And God desired 
this man to love Him from choice, not merely to 
respect Him. The false gods of this world enslave 
their subjects, while the true God of heaven 
created His subjects free.

In order to carry out his stewardship responsi
bilities successfully, man had to have the power to 
think, to make decisions, to choose. Stewardship 
was his divine heritage. The power to choose was 
God’s gift which would make his stewardship pos
sible.

Man had no inherent or inherited tendencies to 
do wrong. But if he were to exercise and retain his 
freedom of choice, an opportunity for decision 
must be provided. So God planted one tree in the 
middle of man’s garden home and warned him not 
to eat its fruit on penalty of death. Now man had a 
choice to make. Would he obey or choose to dis
obey?

Some have considered this test unfair, pointing 
out that God, by planting this tree in the center of 
the man’s home, placed before him a continual
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temptation. But they forget that than was provided 
with everything he could need or desire. He had no 
use for the fruit of this tree. It only guaranteed 
him the freedom of choice.

Man was not given the ownership of the world 
or anything in it—just stewardship. In ownership 
there are unlimited privileges, but in stewardship 
there are restrictions. This tree in the midst of the 
garden was the restriction in Adam’s stewardship.
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Chapter Three 19

Stewardship or 
Ownership

“But o f the fruit o f  the tree which is in the 
midst o f  the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not 
eat o f  it, neither shall ye touch it. ” Genesis 3:3.

God owns the world and everything in it by 
right of creation. “For the earth is the Lord’s, and 
the fullness thereof.” 1 Corinthians 10:26. God has 
a double claim upon our lives, first by creation, 
second by redemption. “What? know ye not that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which 
is in you, . . . and ye are not your own? For ye are 
bought with a price.” 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20.

A few years ago one of our New England states 
planned to build a superhighway to one of its 
major cities. A bookstore in a New England town 
lay directly in the path of the proposed route. This 
was no ordinary bookstore. Through the years it 
had grown until from a room which once con
tained a few volumes, it had spread through a series 
of rambling buildings housing over a quarter mil-



lion books, papers, and manuscripts. Scholars came 
from afar to search its shelves for rare and unusual 
books and papers.

All negotiations with the owner for the reloca
tion of his business failed. He stood upon the fact 
that he was the legal owner and no one could force 
him to move. Eventually the state initiated con
demnation proceedings, and the courts set a price 
on his property.

Unfortunately, due to the increased cost of con
struction, the price which the state was willing to 
pay proved insufficient to allow the man to build a 
facility large enough to house the contents of his 
bookstore. He decided that since the property was 
legally his, he didn’t have to sell. He refused to 
move.

The television screens carried the sequel to this 
decision. They showed the sheriff and his men 
carrying armloads of books and papers from the 
building and stacking them in mounds alongside 
the roadway. Crowds of people soon descended 
upon the piles and carted away as much as they 
could carry. Between the people and the wind, the 
street was soon filled with litter. The final scenes 
showed garbage trucks hauling away what was left 
of the property this man said was his. He learned 
through bitter experience that ownership is a pre
carious thing.

Now consider a professing Christian who regards 
the material goods entrusted to him by God as his 
own. In the first place, by this very attitude he 
violates the rudimentary authority for his being a
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Stewardship or Ownership 21

Christian and embraces the belief of the non-Chris
tian. He may subscribe to every other tenet of his 
religion. He may follow all its rules for conduct. He 
may profess to be a follower of Christ. But he will 
never enjoy the rewards of his profession, because 
the Christian’s only hope is based on eternal stew- 
ardship-the stewardship of vast, unending, imper
ishable possessions which his Lord has gone to pre
pare.

Jesus was trying to get this message across when 
He said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God.” The 
primary concern of those to whom He spoke was 
for the material things of life. Their sense of values 
was warped. They did not recognize the principle 
that every steward is entitled to the care of his 
master. If they recognized themselves as stewards 
of God, they were then entitled to God’s care for 
their daily needs. He told them to seek the king
dom of heaven first, and He would satisfy their 
physical needs.

The Christian steward is entrusted with certain 
material possessions, as much as he is capable of 
handling wisely. He is responsible for their wise 
management and will be held accountable for 
them. The handling of these trusts will determine 
his ability to manage eternal possessions.

An owner, however, has privileges not permitted 
a steward. The owner may sell or otherwise dispose 
of his property in any way or at any time. The 
same act by an overseer, or steward if unautho
rized, would constitute embezzlement or theft. 
Ownership, therefore, has almost unlimited privi-
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leges; but stewardship embraces both privilege and 
restriction.

Joseph, the favorite son of a wealthy desert 
chieftain, was sold by his cruel and jealous brothers 
to a band of Ishmaelites on their way to Egypt. 
One can only imagine the consternation of this 
youth as he stood in the slave market.

Purchased by a man of great authority, Potiphar, 
the captain of the king’s guard, Joseph proved to 
be so good a servant that some time later he was 
appointed his master’s personal attendant. He con
ducted himself so efficiently and wisely in this new 
responsibility that one day Potiphar placed him in 
charge of his entire holdings. The record says that 
Joseph’s stewardship was so extensive and inclusive 
that his master knew nothing about his own affairs 
except the food he ate.



Stewardship or Ownership 23

One can imagine hailing Potiphar one day, as his 
chariot rattles down the street, and asking about a 
certain piece of property he owned down near the 
river. “Man! I don’t know,” Potiphar replies. 
“You’ll have to ask Joseph.” Then as his whip 
cracks over the heads of his Arabian steeds, he 
laughs, “All I know is what I had for lunch!”

In a country where moral laxness was the rule 
rather than the exception, we can suppose it was 
inevitable that one day Potiphar’s wife would cast 
her adulterous eyes at this good-looking, stalwart 
youth. She suggested a radical change in their mis
tress-slave relationship. Note the basis for his re
fusal:

“He said to his master’s wife, ‘My master does 
not trouble himself about anything in the house
hold, but has left everything in my hands, so that 
my authority is equal to his own; he has kept noth
ing from me except yourself for you are his wife. 
How then can I commit this great crime, and sin 
against God?’ ” Genesis 39:8, 9, Moffatt.

Joseph recognized that there are restrictions for 
the steward, not binding upon the master. He rec
ognized that a violation of this restriction on his 
stewardship would constitute a crime, a violation 
of his trust as Potiphar’s steward and God’s. His 
faithful adherence to this principle of stewardship 
became a bulwark which protected his moral integ
rity.

The origin of sin also involved stewardship. Luci
fer, son of the morning, forgot his stewardship rela
tion to his Creator. “I will ascend above the heights



of the clouds,” he said; “I will be like the Most 
High.” Isaiah 14:14.

Cast out from the courts of glory, he enticed 
Eve with a delusive argument to forget her steward 
relationship to God. She stole the fruit of the only 
tree which God had reserved for Himself. Adam 
allowed his fatal fascination for Eve to transcend 
his own stewardship responsibility, ate the fruit, 
and by that act bequeathed to his descendants the 
inordinate desire for ownership, not stewardship.

But a man’s eternal destiny rests upon his atti
tude toward this principle. He has to decide for 
himself. Is he an owner? Or is he a steward?

In the beginning God created the world. He then 
created a man and gave him dominion, or steward
ship, over it. Man lost it. God could have allowed 
the man to pass into oblivion, but He loved him so 
much that He allowed His only Son to pay man’s 
penalty, giving Adam and his sons another chance 
to be stewards. Among other reasons, the plan of 
salvation was designed to give man another chance 
to be a steward.

But it is imperative that a man recognize first 
that he is a steward and second that he can never 
be anything but a steward.

24 God’s Plan for Social Security



Chapter Four 25

God’s Plan for Israel

“And the Lord thy God will make thee plen
teous in every work o f thine hand. ” Deuteronomy 
30:9.

In God’s dealings with ancient Israel we find one 
characteristic common to each experience. Every 
situation through which they were led was de
signed to develop in them an unreserved, absolute 
dependence upon God.

Their background consisted of a lifetime of slav
ery. They were accustomed to many visible repre
sentations of deity—frogs, flies, snakes, and other 
things. They found it difficult to conceive of an 
unseen God. This has an exact counterpart today 
when men would rather trust in the gods they can 
see—their bank accounts and real estate—than in a 
God they cannot see.

God had lofty plans for this ragtag band of 
slaves liberated from the greatest nation of that 
time. But in order for those plans to work out they
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had to place their complete trust and confidence in 
Him, regardless of the foreboding circumstances 
which might confront them. He sought to prepare 
them for their glorious destiny by many unusual 
and spectacular manifestations of His power.

They possessed neither a knowledge of war nor 
the weapons for fighting. But God delivered them 
from a nation which boasted a mighty army of 
battle-hardened soldiers. In a land where there was 
no water, He gave them a gushing river from a rock 
for their vast numbers of people and livestock.

In a forbidding desert He fed them for forty 
years on the bread of heaven. They were never 
sick. Moses was able to report at the close of this 
period, “And I have led you forty years in the 
wilderness: your clothes are not waxen old upon 
you, and thy shoe is not waxen old upon thy 
foot.” Deuteronomy 29:5. Forty years on one pair 
of shoes!

And finally, God rolled back the Jordan River, 
when it was in flood stage from the melting snows 
of Mount Herman, just so His people could enter 
the Promised Land with dry feet! They found their 
new home all He said it would be, and much more 
than they had ever dreamed. He had already given 
them His plan for their social security, a truly great 
society!

His was an understandable, workable, beautiful, 
simple plan. If they would obey His requirements 
and instructions, He would provide for their every 
need. Nor were His admonitions and restrictions 
arbitrary or reasonless. Every word of instruction
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God’s Plan for Israel 2 7

or warning was given for only one purpose—to 
make them a happy, healthy, and holy people.

Consider His wonderful provisions for their tem
poral needs.

“For the land, whither thou goest in to possess 
it, is not as the land of Egypt, from whence ye 
came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and water- 
edst it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs: but the 
land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills 
and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of 
heaven: a land which the Lord thy God careth for: 
the eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon it, 
from the beginning of the year even unto the end 
of the year. . . .  I will give you the rain of your 
land in his due season, the first rain and the latter 
rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy 
wine, and thine oil. And I will send grass in thy 
fields for thy cattle, that thou mayest eat and be 
full.” Deuteronomy 11:10-15.

There was no need for Medicare in God’s plan: 
“And the Lord will take away from thee all sick
ness.” Deuteronomy 7:15.

Nor any relief agency: “There shall be no poor 
among you; for the Lord shall greatly bless thee in 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance.” Deuteronomy 15:4.

But the Lord had one great concern for these 
people whom He planned to bless so abundantly. 
He feared they would forget!

After their herds and flocks had grown and their 
silver and their gold multiplied and everything they 
had was greatly increased, the danger was that they



would forget the God who had made it all possible. 
They might forget that He gave them their houses 
and lands and attribute their prosperity to their 
own industry and thrift. This possibility was so real 
that God instructed Moses to warn them over and 
over again. Finally, in prophetic utterance, he told 
them they would forget and consequently would 
lose everything and be carried off into captivity.

This need not have happened, for God had pro
vided a safeguard. He gave them specific instruc
tions regarding the management of their material 
possessions. Had they followed these directions, in 
faith and love, they would not have forgotten their 
heavenly Benefactor.

Ten percent of their increase, or profits, was to 
be returned to God as His share of their partner
ship with Him. One should recall that He gave 
them the land, guaranteed fertile soil, the right 
amount of rain at the right time of year, and boun
tiful crops. He furnished everything as His share of 
the partnership; they had nothing to contribute 
except themselves. And yet, He asked for only ten 
percent of the profits. The return o f the tithe 
would be a constant reminder o f  their steward- 
owner relationship.

Then He directed that, if they really loved Him, 
they would be permitted to show this love by giv
ing Him freewill offerings. These must be volun
tary. They must be the outreach of a heart filled 
with devotion and appreciation. These continual 
gifts would help them not to forget. It is impos
sible to forget one you really love.
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God’s Plan for Israel

Three times each year all the males were re
quired to come to the sanctuary, or, in later years, 
the temple, bringing their tithes and offerings. 
Fully one month each year was required for these 
journeys. This would make it even more difficult 
to forget. And even in this requirement they were 
permitted to witness another miracle.

They were still surrounded by fierce, warlike 
neighbors whose former lands they now possessed. 
What would happen to their homes and their fam
ilies when there was no one to protect them? (It is 
interesting to realize that the entire nation of Israel 
was without visible protection during these three 
annual feasts!)

But God had made provision for even this cir
cumstance.



“Thrice in the year shall all your men-children 
appear before the Lord God, the God of Israel. For 
I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge 
thy borders: neither shall any man desire thy land, 
when thou shalt go up to appear before the Lord 
thy God thrice in the year.” Exodus 34:23, 24.

Such a simple solution. God just took the desire 
from the minds of anyone who might want to do 
them harm.

Why did God specify the tithes and offerings? 
Did He need the money? Hardly. The psalmist, 
speaking for the Lord, says, “For every beast of 
the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains: and 
the wild beasts of the field are Mine. If I were 
hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is 
Mine, and the fullness thereof.” Psalm 50:10-12. 
Then why? God just didn’t want them to forget 
their dependence upon Him. But why? Simply 
this: Man is incapable o f  fully controlling his envi
ronment, and thus he needs God.

Only a creative, all-powerful God could rebuke 
the devouring pests, furnish the right amount of 
rain at the right time, and guarantee an abundant 
harvest each year. Sin had so disrupted the forces 
of nature that man was completely helpless with
out divine control and intervention. Yet God guar
anteed His people true, unending social security, 
and He knew this would never be possible unless 
they maintained unwavering confidence in Him.

Several years ago a professed Christian owned a 
farm which produced so bountifully that the tithe
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would have amounted to a very large sum of 
money. Possibly he thought God would be unable 
to handle it wisely or was overwhelmed by its size! 
Anyway, instead of placing it where God had speci
fied, he invested it in another farm.

He told his pastor—who tried to reason with him 
about the danger of this course of action—that 
with the income of both farms he would be able to 
do something really big for God’s cause. (How 
many times has the devil sold this bill of goods!)

Both his farms produced so well that he was able 
to purchase still another, then another and an
other, until his farms stretched far across the roll
ing hills. He quieted his conscience by looking for
ward to that distant time when he intended to do 
something great for God.

One day hail came. He was forced to sell one 
farm, then another and another. The grasshoppers 
helped him to continue selling until finally he was 
back on the old home place, threatened with even 
its loss.

“I can’t understand,” he told the pastor one 
day, “why God doesn’t bless me.” In spite of the 
kindly advice the minister offered, he stood as if in 
a daze looking off across the fields which he had 
once counted as his. You see, he couldn’t control 
his environment!

Some say that this plan of God for Israel was 
very interesting but we don’t need it today. Now 
things are different, they point out. We have soil con
servation, fertilizers, soil banks, weather bureaus— 
technology, know-how. We also have floods, tor-



nadoes, crop failures, droughts, depleted soils, and 
pests the Israelites never heard of.

Hunger and disease stalk the world. The future is 
uncertain and unpredictable. True social security 
will never be found in man or anything man-made, 
because, ultimately, man is incapable of controlling 
his environment. The soft, gentle snow ofttimes 
brings all his technology, his great technical know
how, to a muffled halt.

The only solution to the dilemma in which the 
world finds itself is complete trust and dependence 
on God. He made the world; only He can control 
it. That’s why Jesus tried so desperately to get peo
ple to see that happiness doesn’t come from own
ing things. Owning things produces headaches; the 
more things, the larger the headache. True happi
ness, He taught, comes from a complete faith and 
trust in God, resting in the knowledge that, what
ever happens, He will look after His children. 
“After all,” He told them, “He looks after the 
birds, the grasses, and the flowers.”

Perhaps another farmer really understood this 
great principle. He was reading his well-worn Bible 
one day when he saw the great truth of God’s own
ership. He knelt down and prayed. “Lord,” he said, 
“I thought I owned this farm. Now I see I don’t; so 
I’m going to give it back to You. From now on, I’ll 
run it for You.” He thought for a moment and 
then continued, “Lord, we do things kinda funny 
down here, and I hope You will forgive me; but, 
You see, I’ll have to keep my name on the deed. 
But both You and I will know who really owns it.”
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He went to town one day and saw some of his 
neighbors on the street.

“I just got rid of my farm,” he announced.
“Who did you sell it to?”
“Oh, I didn’t sell it,” he replied, “I just gave it 

back to the One who owned it.”
“We thought you owned it.”
“So did I, but I found out I didn’t. It belonged 

to God all the time.”
His friends shook their heads and smiled, won

dering if maybe he had worked in the hot sun too 
long. But he continued, “This sure takes a big load 
off my shoulders. Now I don’t have to worry about 
the farm; my only concern is that I operate it as 
efficiently as possible. Every morning I just ask 
God how He wants His farm run, and that’s the 
way I run it.”

Then came a fateful day when swarms of grass
hoppers landed on his closest neighbor’s place and 
devoured the grass. Then they crossed the road and 
ate every blade of grass. One of his neighbors 
stopped on his way to town and said, “I’ll bet this 
changes your mind about God owning your farm. I 
see the hoppers ate all His stuff too.”

“Doesn’t change my mind at all,” the farmer 
calmly replied.

“I don’t get it,” said the neighbor.
“I figure it this way. God owns the farm and He 

owns the grasshoppers. So if He wants to pasture 
His grasshoppers on His farm— I t’s all right with 
me!”

Who would you rather be, the farmer who lost



everything and was facing an uncertain future with 
possible loss of his farm, or the farmer who had 
suffered the same calamity but who could look at 
his loss with the complete assurance that God 
would care for him and his family no matter what 
happened?

This was God’s plan for Israel. He wanted them 
to place such complete trust in Him that no matter 
what circumstances might arise, they would remain 
calm in the assurance that He would look after 
them and provide for their every necessity. This 
would have freed them from all the worries and 
stresses of life. Their tranquil lives would have been 
a powerful witness to the world that their God was 
a God of love.
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God’s Plan 
for M an Today

“Beloved, I  wish above all things that thou may- 
est prosper and be in health, even as thy soul pros
pered. ” 3 John 2.

God’s plan for man has always been to give him 
the ultimate in happiness. Although sin has made it 
impossible for man to reach the heights which God 
planned for him before he disobeyed, it is possible 
for him to avoid much of the difficulty which sur
rounds him each day. And he can relate himself to 
the unavoidable problems in such a way that his 
life will still be calm and trustful.

Before one can enter into such an experience, it 
is necessary for him to understand clearly the rea
sons and aims for living. Why am I here? What am I 
supposed to be doing? Where am I going?

How one answers these questions will determine 
his attitude toward life, the very fabric from which 
his life is woven. Therefore it is imperative that a 
man’s job or profession be so inter-related with his



religion that there is no separation. This recalls a 
conversation with a doctor in South Africa at the 
close of a series of meetings on man’s stewardship 
relation with God.

He said that throughout his life he had felt that 
he had a fairly comprehensive understanding of his 
theology, but somehow he was never able to see 
any close relationship between his church and his 
profession. Now he said that he could see that his 
profession was his religion. As a steward, he was in 
God’s employ every hour of each day. At church 
he talked about his religion; the rest of the week he 
worked at it.

Just how interested is God in our everyday occu
pations? How interested would you be in someone 
who was in your employ doing work you wanted 
done?

An elderly churchgoer, who had been laid off his 
job some time before and now supported himself 
by doing odd jobs, invited the pastor and me to 
visit him to discuss a problem. He began by saying 
it wouldn’t be necessary to talk about tithing be
cause before he started paying tithe he didn’t have 
the rug that was on the floor.

He explained that he had grown up in this town 
and had gone to work for a local firm at an early 
age. He had continued on this job all through the 
years until about four years before, when he was 
laid off, probably because he was past seventy 
years of age. However, his age did not reduce his 
need for a steady income. He and his wife found 
living difficult on what they could make from odd
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jobs. Then, to add to their problem, his wife be
came seriously ill and was taken to the hospital for 
an operation. She recovered from her illness, but 
their poverty deepened. At this critical time some
one invited them to attend evangelistic meetings. 
They attended night after night, and at the close of 
the series gave their hearts to Christ.

Their pastor had explained the principle of the 
tithe to them one day, but they couldn’t see how 
they could take 10 percent from their meager in
come. But the pastor had told them, “Be honest 
with God; and if you come to want because you 
follow His direction, I will quit preaching!”

So they started to tithe, and in a mysterious, 
miraculous way God made it possible for them to 
maintain their home. As an extra blessing, they 
even managed to purchase the rug and some new 
furniture!



Now he explained his problem: He would like to 
make a regular and systematic commitment to help 
build a new house for God—but how could he do 
this when he had no steady job?

“It is not God’s plan that you should be out of 
work,” I assured him. “The Lord has specifically 
stated that we should work six days! And this 
doesn’t mean one should rock back and forth in a 
chair during this time.”

He smiled, and I continued: “Look at it this 
way. If you were working for me, whose job would 
it be to tell you what to do?”

“Yours.”
“That’s right,” I said. “I would tell you to do 

this today and possibly direct you to some other 
work for tomorrow. What would you be expected 
to do?”

“Do an honest day’s work.”
“You will recall,” I went on, “that we studied 

the great principle of man’s stewardship relation to 
God. This simply means that we are in His employ. 
He will be responsible for telling us what to do; we 
are responsible, as you have said, for an honest 
day’s labor. We can, like the apostle Paul, ask, 
‘Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?’—then do it. 
But there is something very important we must 
remember in our employment for God.

“First, our real work is to spread the good news 
of salvation. So, in our work we must look for 
these opportunities. God will place us in these jobs 
or positions in order that certain people, searching 
for truth, may be contacted. Second, there will be

38 God’s Plan for Social Security



God’s Plan for Man Today 39

sustenance for ourselves and our families in the 
work to which we will be assigned.”

He studied his folded hands for a few moments; 
then he looked up and said, “You know, I believe 
that!”

The phone rang in another room, and he went to 
answer it. His wife said, “You don’t have to talk to 
me about miracles. I just saw one. I saw the light 
come back into my husband’s eyes!”

She explained. When he lost his job, the unex
pected shock was almost too great. He would 
spend day after day sitting in a chair, staring out 
the window. He didn’t seem to have even the desire 
to live. This was easy to understand when one con
siders that this, his only job, was his life. When the 
job ended, so did an important part of his life.

After he became a Christian, he didn’t brood 
anymore but still seemed confused and uncertain. 
But then she said, “When he said, ‘I believe it,’ I 
saw the old light come back into his eyes.”

When in a short time he came back into the room, 
I’m sure the pastor looked to see the “light” in his 
eyes. I know I did. But I saw only a puzzled look. His 
wife noticed it too and asked him who called. He 
named a man and explained that he was a farmer 
living just outside of town. “What did he want?” 
she questioned. He answered slowly, thoughtfully, 
“He just offered me a steady job.”

God is ready and willing to assist those who be
lieve. No matter how forbidding the circumstances, 
His plan is always sure. The problem is that we, His 
stewards, often fail to realize that God’s plans



rnany times do not look possible from the human 
standpoint.

Because we cannot see the end from the begin
ning, we are prone to lose our faith and trust. Then 
we try some “do-it-yourself’ plans, most of which 
turn out to be sorry affairs. How much concern 
and trouble we could save ourselves if we would 
only trust God!

We have only one business on this earth: to 
make God’s kingdom and His work our first con
sideration. If we would do this, all the things we 
fret about—our worries, troubles, and concerns— 
would be minimized, if not eliminated, by our liv
ing confidence in God. It is rightly said that most 
of the things we worry about never happen. Our 
own uncertainty and insecurity create these antici
pated problems. Trust in God would take away 
these fears of the future.

God’s plan for man today is the same plan He 
had for Israel. Just trust Me, He tells us, and I’ll 
take care of you. Jesus expressed it this way:

“Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy- 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon 
you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For 
My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” Matthew 
11:28-30.

It seems strange that He should say His yoke is 
easy and His burden light when so many Christians 
seem to think otherwise. There are so many things 
they can’t do, so many places they can’t go. Chris
tianity is to them a heavy burden. But Jesus said
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His yoke is easy. Wearing His yoke and bearing His 
burden means simply maintaining complete trust 
and confidence in Him at all times and under all 
circumstances, knowing that He will look after His 
own at all times and under all circumstances.

In the subway station at Forty-second Street in 
New York City once I had just placed my token in 
the proper slot and entered the gate when I heard 
an unusual sound—wood knocking against metal. I 
looked around, and there was a blind black lady 
striking the iron bars of the enclosure with her 
white cane.

I started toward her and heard her say, “Won’t 
someone help me get out of here? Won’t someone 
please help me get out of here?” I took her by the 
arm and asked, “Where do you want to go, lady?” 
“Just out of here,” she begged; “just out of here. ” 
I took her to the exit and helped her through the 
gate. Some people on the other side stopped and 
said they would take her up to the street level.

“How awful,” I thought, “to be wandering 
around down here blind.” Then I thought of the 
millions of people going through the intensity of 
everyday living, just trying to make a living, bur
dened down with care, sorrow, and worry, their 
hearts crying out day after day, “Won’t someone 
help me get out of here? Won’t someone please 
help me get out of here?” God wants to help. He 
has a plan. “Just trust Me,” He pleads; “just trust 
Me.”

In a little church in Africa a black mother, with 
her several children, sat directly in front of the



speaker’s platform. I was trying to teach these peo
ple God’s plan for our happiness, trying to get 
them to understand the meaning of faith. I prayed 
for guidance.

“Did you notice how your children were crying 
last night when you put them to bed?” I asked this 
mother through my interpreter. “Did you see how 
worried they were?”

“No,” she replied. “They weren’t worried last 
night. I had a hard time getting them to sleep. They 
were laughing and playing and having fun.”

“But this is hard for me to believe,” I told her. 
“They must have been worried. Weren’t they wor
ried for fear there wouldn’t be anything for break
fast this morning?”

She thought about this for a moment or two; 
then her face broadened into the most beautiful 
smile as she answered, “Naw, they don’t worry 
none. They know Mamma’s goin’ to feed ’em!”

I waited. The smile slowly faded from her face 
and she thoughtfully said, “Oh, that’s what faith 
is—trusting our heavenly Father like our children 
trust us.”
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Why Don’t People
Accept 

God’s Plan?

“Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this 
present world. ” 2 Timothy 4:10.

When God has such a wonderful plan for man’s 
social and economic security, why do many people 
hesitate to accept it? Why do they settle for so 
little when they could have so much? Why do they 
stumble along in uncertainty when God wants 
them to walk in confidence?

It seems that money is always getting in the 
way. Jesus spent His life here on earth trying to get 
people to see how much God wanted to take care 
of them—but all they could see was their immedi
ate need for something to eat, or something to 
wear, or someplace to live.

Even His disciples became upset when their 
taxes fell due—money problems. One day a young 
man came to Him. Jesus saw tremendous potential. 
He wanted him for a disciple. He needed him. But 
money got in the way again. The close of His brief



work was made more bitter because Judas found a 
way to make a little money off Him-by selling 
Him!

And today money gets in the way of many good 
folk whom God wants and needs for His kingdom. 
Their tiny lights flicker along life’s pathway on a 
penlight battery when they could plug into a light
ning bolt from heaven and really light up the 
world.

But they settle for almost nothing. Their sense 
of values is bent out of shape. Jesus asked, “What 
shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul?”

Years ago an urchin in one of the large cities of 
India was playing in the street when a lurching taxi 
screeched around the corner and hit him, tossing 
him like an old rag into the gutter.

A government official, an Englishman, driving 
home from the office, saw the accident, ordered 
his driver to stop, ran to the tiny, broken form, 
picked him up, oblivious to the blood staining his 
white suit, and rushed him to a nearby hospital. 
There under the skillful hands of the physicians, 
the boy’s life was saved.

During the child’s slow and painful recovery, the 
man and his wife visited the hospital each day to 
mark the progress. They came to love the little 
fellow, now so clean in his white hospital bed. A 
thought which each of them had, became a deci
sion. Now that their own natural children were 
grown and away from home, why not adopt him? 
Inquiry showed that he had no family at all. No
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one knew where he came from. So one fine day he 
became their son.

Happily they took him home. Each day his new 
mother took him back to the hospital to have some 
dressings changed. Then one day she was very busy 
and asked him if he could go by himself. Of course 
he could. He knew every street and alley in the 
whole city. She gave him a dollar and twenty-five 
cents to cover the cost of the call. So, money 
clutched in his little brown hand, he left the house.

He had turned the corner past the compound, 
when suddenly he stopped and opened his hand. 
His eyes grew large. Never before had he held so 
much money in his hand. He hesitated for a mo
ment, then clasping his hand tightly around the 
coins, raced down the street. And that was the last 
time they ever saw him.

The official was a man of considerable wealth. 
All his other children were university graduates 
who eventually held high positions. And he planned 
to give this boy every advantage in life and make 
him one of his heirs. But the little fellow threw it 
all away for one dollar and twenty-five cents!

God has unlimited resources for us, not only on 
earth, but also in the place He has gone to prepare. 
But sometimes it takes so little of this world’s 
tarnished goods to persuade us to throw it all 
away.

To all outward appearances, a certain middle- 
aged, quiet, mature lady was a devout Christian— 
she followed all the rules. But one day she stopped 
by a minister’s office and remarked, “I resent every



dime of the tithe I pay because it keeps me from 
buying the kind of clothes I like. And I resent the 
offerings, too, because they keep me from going to 
really nice places to eat.”

“If you really feel that way,” the minister re
plied after a shocked pause, “then I think you 
should take the tithe and offerings, buy the clothes 
you really like, and go to some really nice places to 
eat.”

“How can you, of all people, say such a thing?” 
she shot back. “Paying my tithes and offerings is 
my duty, and I’m going to do it if it kills me!”

Not a duty, a privilege! If tithe paying is only a 
duty, then all Christians would be taxpayers and 
God would be a tax collector! But God isn’t look
ing for taxpayers; He’s looking for investors.

46 God’s Plan for Social Security



Some years ago I was invited to the office of a 
young businessman who wanted to talk over some 
of the plans and problems of the church.

With its paneled walls, large desk, and executive 
chairs, his office spelled success. He seated himself, 
elbows on the arms of his chair, and began to tap 
his fingers lightly together. I waited. But I was to
tally unprepared for his opening remark.

“I pay an honest tithe,” he said, “but as far as I 
am concerned, it’s just a tax, an income tax. So 
much for the government, so much for the church.
And the offerings are taxes too.” He paused, a lit
tle smile curling the corners of his mouth; then he 
invited, “You can take off from there.” I’ll be the 
first to admit that he furnished me with an inter
esting launching pad.

Taxes? I thought, a strange observation. I looked 
at him. He had swiveled his chair around and was 
busy studying the corner of the ceiling, but I knew 
he was waiting. I silently prayed for an answer. I 
knew that some theological explanation wouldn’t 
be good enough. This man dealt in dollars and 
cents, and he wanted a dollars-and-cents answer.
The instant he said, “Well?” my racing thoughts 
jelled. I know God gave me the answer.

“Let’s suppose,” I began slowly, “that you and I 
were very close friends, and I was qualified to oper
ate your business. One day you said to me, ‘I’ve 
plenty of money—I’m going to turn over this busi
ness to you to operate. I’m going to Florida, lean 
against a palm tree, drink my fill of orange juice, 
and relax in the sun. Now, let’s understand each
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other. Everyone in town will think you own the 
business because your name will be on the checks 
and the neon sign outside—but you and I will know 
that I’m still the owner.

“ ‘Just so you won’t forget this arrangement, I 
want you to sit down at this desk at the close of 
each month and, after you figure the profits, I 
want you to send me exactly 10 percent as my 
share.’

“Do you think that would be unfair?” I asked.
“Now let me get this straight,” he said. “Do you 

mean to say that I give you my entire business, you 
don’t contribute anything, and all I get is a lousy 
10 percent?”

“That’s all.”
“That’s the worst business deal I ever heard of.”
“But that’s the deal God made with us,” I said. 

He started to toy with a paper clip.
“What would happen,” I continued, “if some 

month I got to thinking and decided not to send 
your share? After all, you said you didn’t need any 
more money.”

“I’ve news for you.” Now he was leaning for
ward, pointing a long finger in my direction. “Just 
try that a couple of times and you’d be out of 
business!” (I have no doubt that is the way we 
would deal with each other, but fortunately God is 
more merciful in His dealing with us.)

“When I send you your 10 percent,” I con
tinued, “I really haven’t given you anything, have 
I?”
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“So here I sit. I have just figured your share, but 
I suddenly realize what you really did for me in 
setting me up in business. Why, if it hadn’t been 
for you, I might be digging ditches, out of work, or 
who knows what. But here I am a prosperous busi
nessman, with a lovely home, two cars, and enough 
money to take care of the needs of my family. All 
because of what you did for me. The feeling of 
gratitude which springs up in my heart makes me 
want to do something for you to show my appreci
ation. I determine to buy you a gift that will really 
show you how I feel.

“My mind runs down a long list of things I could 
buy—beautiful and very expensive. But eventually I 
end up in a dead-end street. You are one of those 
people who have everything. There isn’t one single 
thing I can think of that you don’t have already. 
This fills me with consternation. I have this feeling 
deep inside, and there is no way to express it. Just 
saying Thank you wouldn’t be enough. But wait. 
In the corner of my mind a thought is begging 
entrance. Oh, yes! Now I remember.

“I recall that the greatest joys in your life came 
from doing things for other people, the boys’ 
camp, the mission launch on the Amazon, the 
plane in Peru, the supplies you sent to the little 
hospital in Africa. My, how your face would light 
up when you would show me letters from these 
faraway places. Now I know what to do. Taking 
my checkbook and pen, I write a generous check 
from my share of the business and attach a note 
telling you how much I wanted to show you my



appreciation for all you have done for me and my 
family, that I wanted to buy you something, but 
you are one of those people who have everything. I 
was at a loss to know what to do until I remem
bered how much pleasure you always received 
from doing something for someone else. So I send 
this check for you to give away. It couldn’t possi
bly express just how I really feel—but maybe it will 
give you some idea.”

By now the young businessman had quit playing 
with the paper clip. He was studying his hands, 
folding and unfolding them. After a while he 
sighed and looked up. “I guess—” he started. “I 
guess I thought I owned this business.” Then his 
face brightened. “Say, if God owns the business- 
then I can stop worrying about it, can’t I? All I’ll 
have to be concerned with is its efficient operation, 
like a superintendent—or a steward. He owns it; I 
run it.”
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Why Is Man 
Tested With 

Material Things?

“His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I  will make thee ruler over many 
things. ” Matthew 25:21.

One of the devil’s specious designs is to separate 
the material life from the spiritual. He will let a 
man engage in church activity as long as he does 
not bring his religion into his business life. Such a 
man believes he is the sole owner of his possessions 
and is privileged to manage them as he sees fit. This 
is the same error which caused original sin, assum
ing ownership over that which belongs to God 
alone.

This separation of the material from the spiritual 
is not confined to attitudes regarding this world. 
Many think heaven is an ethereal paradise, a place 
of mists, where those who attain the goal will float 
around in space, playing harps and shouting inces
sant hallelujahs! But one who loves the feel of the



good earth, the sweet scent on a summer breeze, 
the joy of possessing a home, planting a garden, or 
watching things grow finds such a prospect less 
than inviting.

In God’s plan for man, the material and the spir
itual are inseparably entwined. His first home was a 
material paradise with fields and flowers, birds, ani
mals, fish, and a garden. And in this garden God 
put the man He had formed to “dress it and to 
keep it.” And the test which God chose to protect 
man’s freedom of choice and to prove his obedi
ence was a tree. He was not allowed to eat its fruit 
or even to touch it.

The original test (and failure) involved a material 
substance, and one of the tests by which God will 
determine a Christian’s fitness or unfitness for eter
nal stewardship also concerns material things. It is 
of no value to prove a man on his strong points; his 
weakest ones must bear the test. And certainly hu
man beings never display greater weaknesses than 
in their regard for and their management of mate
rial things. Therefore God uses the very things 
which He has entrusted to man for his daily needs, 
not only to test him for greater responsibilities, but 
to prepare him for those responsibilities.

In what way are material possessions a test? A 
preparation? How a person accumulates material 
things, how he manages them, and how he disposes 
of them, reveal his motives. He will exhibit either 
selfishness or unselfishness.

God gives eternal life only to those who are safe 
to trust with eternal life. Imagine what would hap-
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pen if God took selfish people to heaven. As they 
looked at the pearly gates, their eyes would bulge 
greedily in their sockets. As they saw the precious 
stones which form the foundation of the city or 
stepped gingerly on the streets paved with pure 
gold, covetous thoughts would race through their 
minds.

Can’t you hear the picks and shovels and jack
hammers? Why, they would rip the beautiful gates 
off their hinges, chisel away at the glistening foun
dations, cut the transparent streets into little 
squares, as much as they could carry away and just 
as quickly as they could before someone else got 
there. They’d dig holes all over God’s universe try
ing to hide as much as they could-“for a rainy 
day” ! They do it now; they’d do it then.

But God will not permit it. He will not allow 
another mess like this world. No, God can’t take 
selfish folks to heaven. He is testing people here 
and now with perishable possessions to be sure 
they will be capable of the wise management of the 
imperishable riches of heaven and the new earth.

Unselfishness lies at the foundation of God’s 
government. A man never inherits this character; it 
must be developed. In the acquisition, use, and dis
position of material things it can only be developed 
through Christ. In Him it grows as it is exercised; 
the greater the exercise, the greater the growth.

Through Christ it is entirely possible to practice 
unselfishness in any legitimate job, business, or 
profession. Jesus Christ said, “Therefore all things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you,



do ye even so to them.” Matthew 7:12. If a man 
faithfully follows Christ, this principle will be seen 
in his every dealing with his fellowmen. And the 
virus of selfishness will die out in his heart.

In Christ a man will show an unselfish character 
by his unselfish attitude both in acquiring and in 
disposing of material things. One can never gain an 
unselfish character in retaining or hoarding his pos
sessions; this can only be accomplished in the giving 
of things. Therefore God has made it possible for a 
man to gain this character, so essential for heavenly 
citizenship, by giving him the opportunity of be
coming united with Christ for his own salvation 
and in becoming a copartner with Him in saving 
lost humanity and in ministering to their needs.

Every chance to aid in spreading the gospel mes
sage or to help someone in need provides an oppor
tunity. As the one who abides in Christ takes 
advantage of these opportunities, the unselfish 
spirit of Christ blossoms in his soul until it be
comes his very life. A person so equipped is safe to 
entrust with eternal stewardship.

Someone has asked, “What is the test in the return 
of the tithe and the giving of freewill offerings?” The 
return of the tithe is an acknowledgment that one 
recognizes God’s ownership of everything he has 
and the restriction in his stewardship. It is also a 
demonstration that he is willing to obey God’s 
directions implicitly, without reservation or ques
tion. He shows that he will follow the plain “Thus 
saith the Lord.” The return of the tithe, then, is a 
test of acknowledgment and obedience.
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While God requires 10 percent of the increase 
(or profits) to be returned to Him, He allows His 
“partner” to manage the other 90 percent. The 
freewill offerings from this portion will clearly 
show a man’s attitude not only toward God but 
toward his fellowmen. Is his heart wide open to 
opportunities to help in the spread of the good 
news of salvation? Does he display the attitude of 
Job? Job said, “I was eyes to the blind, and feet 
was I to the lame. I was a father to the poor: and 
the cause which I  knew not I  searched out. ” Job 
29:15, 16. Or is he niggardly and stingy? Not by 
how much he gives, but by his attitude in giving, is 
the test passed or failed.



If you love someone enough, you will regret 
only that you are unable to give as many or expen
sive gifts as you would like in order to express your 
love adequately. It is possible to give without lov
ing, but it is impossible to love without giving.

If he rightly understands that all true giving 
must be to God, the faithful steward will set aside 
his tithe and freewill offerings even though there is 
no visible place to put them and no apparent need. 
Needs and causes furnish the opportunities to dis
tribute the gifts which have already been given to 
God.

Several years ago two ministers traveling in a 
rugged mountain area decided to attempt to con
tact a family of believers who, rumor said, had 
lived for years with no contact with the church. By 
inquiry they pieced together bits of information 
that led them to the end of an almost untraveled 
road. The man who lived in the last house knew of 
such a family and directed them to a path which 
led back into the hills for two or three miles.

The ministers found an elderly man and his wife 
living in an isolated little cabin. They had lived 
here for many years depending on the “neighbor” 
at the end of the road to bring supplies they could 
not grow or make.

One can only imagine how happy they were to 
welcome these visitors. Two or three hours fairly 
flew by as these men told them of the advance of 
the gospel into other lands. They spent some time 
in reviewing the great promises of the soon return 
of Jesus. They prayed. Then as the hour grew late,
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the ministers were forced to leave before darkness 
made traveling on the narrow trail impossible.

Before they left, the old man went to the cup
board and took a jar of money from the top shelf. 
Handing it to one of the men, he said that this was 
their tithe, saved over the years. Before the visitors 
could recover from their amazement, the man took 
down another jar which contained almost the same 
amount of money. He told them this represented 
their freewill offerings. He explained that they had 
almost given up hope that they would ever have 
opportunity to put it securely into the Lord’s trea
sury. But he and his wife had faithfully set these 
gifts apart, for they were the Lord’s.

If we love God, we will cheerfully obey His 
requirements. And if we love Him enough, our 
greatest offering will shrink to nothingness as we 
compare it with His unfathomable Gift, Jesus 
Christ. Our return of His portion, the tithe, and 
our generous gifts will demonstrate that we have 
been cured of the cancer of selfishness.
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58 Chapter Eight

The Rewards 
of Faithful 
Stewardship

“Prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord o f  
hosts, i f  I  will not open you the windows o f  
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it. ” Malachi 
3:10.

Many people who read this amazing promise 
given through the prophet Malachi appear to shy 
away from the promised material blessings and 
dwell solely on the spiritual. Strange, because in 
the very next verse God refers to the devourer and 
to the products of the vine. Some are vainly trying 
to separate the spiritual from the material, and in 
so doing they close the windows to unlimited re
sources and divine help.

God has promised that if we will become chan
nels through which heaven’s blessings can freely 
flow, He will keep the channels supplied. But a 
channel blocked by selfishness not only prevents 
the world from sharing the vast stores of heaven’s



warehouse but keeps us from receiving additional 
blessings.

Some time ago inhabitants of a city where water 
was supplied by a large reservoir began to observe a 
decreasing flow of water from their faucets. The 
reservoir contained a surplus of water, but some
how it wasn’t getting into the city. Uncovering the 
pipe, four feet in diameter, which transported the 
water, workmen cut out a section and discovered 
heavy corrosion along the walls. So thick was the 
accumulation that the channel which remained to 
carry the flow was only six inches in diameter.

Likewise, when we as God’s channels are filled 
with the accretions of selfishness, the flow of 
God’s blessings through us is greatly lessened or 
even stopped, cutting off God’s blessings not only 
to the world but also to ourselves.

God entrusts His steward with as much as he can 
handle wisely. As he improves his dependability,
God entrusts him with greater responsibility. Based 
on visible or estimated resources, a steward cannot 
calculate his total potential. God only expects an 
individual to work to capacity; He Himself makes 
the potential unlimited. Whenever God has <2 work 
to be done, He Himself will be responsible for its 
accomplishment. And the means He employs are 
often beyond human possibility and reckoning.

A tiny group of believers who had been worship
ing in private homes longed for a “real” church 
building. Pooling their pitifully small resources, 
they were finally able to purchase a low-priced lot 
in a residential part of the little town.
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Eventually they saved enough money to dig a 
basement and cement the' floor and walls. Later 
they were able to lay the floor joists and subfloor, 
which they intended to cover with a waterproof 
covering in order to worship in the basement until 
they could save sufficient funds to begin the sanc
tuary.

While the few men were laying the subfloor, one 
of the ladies inquired at a local lumberyard about a 
waterproof covering. The proprietor asked what 
type of church they were going to build, wood or 
brick. She said they planned to build it of brick, 
but not for a long time in the future, since they 
had only enough money to complete the basement. 
The next morning the bricks were delivered to the 
site!

Neighbors volunteered their help after hours and 
on Sundays. Soon the walls were erected. As mate
rials were needed to continue the building, they 
arrived. It seemed everyone in the little town be
came interested in the little church. Finally it 
stood, but with no windows or doors. The mem
bers decided to cover these openings with heavy 
paper, install temporary heating, and worship up
stairs. The next morning a truck delivered the win
dows and doors!

The first day these members met to worship, 
they unlocked the front door, walked into the 
sanctuary on hardwood floors, and sat in real 
church pews! They had made use of their small 
potential, and God had carried on from there.

If we believe enough to act on God’s promises,
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the rewards for faithful stewardship are unlimited.
To the distraught father who had appealed to Jesus 
to help his devil-possessed son, Jesus said, “If thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to him that 
believeth.” Mark 9:23.

One day a little old grandmother from Pennsyl
vania said to me, “When you talked about our 
potential being unlimited, I said to myself, ‘That 
doesn’t mean me. Why, I have such a small income 
from my pension that it barely covers my rent and 
what little food I need. No, I’m sure it doesn’t 
mean me.’ ”

But the more she had thought about it, the more 
she wondered if she really didn’t have a greater 
potential. After praying, she had felt impressed to 
double her offerings.

Then, with a happy light in her eyes, she contin-
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ued, “You know, God worked miracles for me 
every week, and I was able to do exactly what I 
promised!” Slowly shaking her head, she said qui
etly, “I’ve been a member of the church for fifty 
years, and this is the first time I have really known 
what it means to trust God. For the first time in 
my life I know what faith is.”

Before I could frame a reply, she concluded, 
“Ever since my husband passed away nearly six
teen years ago, I have had a very hard time finan
cially. But you know, this past year God has 
provided everything I needed and more.”

I have seen thousands of people who have 
caught a vision of what God really wants to do for 
His children, I have seen them act in faith, and not 
once have I seen God fail to live up to His prom
ises. David said, “I have been young, and now am 
old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor 
his seed begging bread.” Psalm 37:25.

Our heavenly Father knows our needs and is 
more than willing to provide for them. But some
times He allows us to get into trouble so that we 
will turn to Him for help. He wants to do an enor
mous amount for us and through us. But we are 
prone to want to walk alone. A little child may 
shake loose from his father’s hand, but after he 
falls down he is eager to hold on more tightly. 
Although God does not like to see us fall, it is 
sometimes the only way He can get us to hold 
more firmly to His hand.

And the rewards for faithful stewardship here in 
this life are only the preface to the plans God has
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for us on the other side. “In my Father’s house,” 
we repeat glibly, “are many mansions.” But do we 
thrill to the thought of real mansions in a real city?
Our most vivid imaginings cannot give us even a 
glimpse of that land. Measuring it by the things 
which are precious to us-gold, diamonds, and 
pearls—we still have no conception of the things 
which may be counted precious in Paradise. God 
uses gold for paving material up there.

God, through infinite love, has redeemed us and 
called us His children. He wants so much for us to 
be like children, innocently trusting Him at all 
times and under all circumstances. He says that if 
we will do this He will provide for our every need, 
both here and for a glorious, unending eternity.

This is God’s plan for social security.
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