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Stewardship of the Body. God’s people are stewards of themselves. We

are to love God with all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our
strength, and with all our mind (Luke 10:27).
 Christians are privileged to develop their physical and mental powers
to the best of their ability and opportunities. In so doing they bring honor
to God and can prove a greater blessing to their fellow beings (see chapter
22).

Stewardship of Abilities. Each person has special aptitudes. One may
be talented in the musical realm; another in manual trades such as sewing
or auto mechanics. Some may make friends easily and mingle well with
others, while others may naturally tend toward more solitary pursuits.
 Every talent can be used to glorify either the one who possesses it or its
original Bestower. A person can diligently perfect a talent for God’s glo-
ry—or for personal selfishness.
 We ought to cultivate the gifts the Holy Spirit gives each of us in order
to multiply these gifts (Matt. 25). Good stewards use their gifts liberally in
order to bring fuller benefit to their master.

Stewardship of Time. As faithful stewards, we glorify God by a wise
use of time. “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheri-
tance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving” (Col.
3:23, 24, NIV).
 The Bible admonishes us not to behave “as fools but as wise, redeeming
the time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:15, 16). Like Jesus, we must be
about our Father’s business (Luke 2:49). Because time is God’s gift, each
moment is precious. It is given to form character for eternal life. Faithful
stewardship of our time means using it to get to know our Lord, to help
our fellowmen, and to share the gospel.
 When, at Creation, God gave time to us, He reserved the seventh-day
Sabbath as holy time for communion with Him. But six days were provid-
ed for the human family to engage in useful employment.

Stewardship of Material Possessions. God gave our first parents the
responsibility of subduing the earth, governing the animal kingdom, and
caring for the Garden of Eden (Gen. 1:28; 2:15). All this was theirs not only
to enjoy but to manage.
 One restriction was placed on them. They were not to eat of the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil. This tree provided a constant reminder
that God was the owner and final authority over the earth. Respecting this
restriction, the first pair demonstrated their faith in and loyalty to Him.
 After the Fall, God could no longer test through the Tree of Knowledge.
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But humanity still needed a constant reminder that God is the source of 
every good and perfect gift (James 1:17) and that it is He who provides 
us with the power to get wealth (Deut. 8:18). To remind us that He is the 
source of every blessing, God instituted a system of tithes and offerings.

This system eventually provided the financial means for supporting the 
priesthood of the Israelite temple. Seventh-day Adventists have adopted 
the Levitical model as a sound, biblical method for financing a worldwide 
outreach of the gospel. God has ordained that sharing the good news is to 
be dependent on the efforts and offerings of His people. He calls them to 
become unselfish co-laborers with Him by giving tithes and offerings to 
Him.

1. Tithes. As one seventh of our time (the Sabbath) belongs to God, 
so does one tenth of all material things we acquire. Scripture tells us that 
the tithe is “holy to the Lord,” symbolizing God’s ownership of everything 
(Lev. 27:30, 32). It is to be returned to Him as His own.

The tithing system is beautiful in its simplicity. Its equity is revealed in 
its proportional claim on the rich and on the poor. In proportion as God 
has given us the use of His property, so we are to return to Him a tithe.

When God calls for the tithe (Mal. 3:10), He makes no appeal to grati-
tude or generosity. Although gratitude should be a part of all our expres-
sions to God, we tithe because God has commanded it. The tithe belongs 
to the Lord, and He requests that we return it to Him.

a. Examples of tithing. Tithing is an accepted practice throughout 
Scripture. Abraham gave Melchizedek, the priest of God Most High, “a 
tithe of all” (Gen. 14:20). By doing so, he acknowledged Melchizadek’s 
divine priesthood and showed that he was well acquainted with this sa-
cred institution. This casual reference to tithing indicates that it was al-
ready an established custom at that early date.

Evidently, Jacob also understood the tithing requirement. As an 
exile and fugitive, he vowed to the Lord, “Of all that You give me I will 
surely give a tenth to You” (Gen. 28:22). And after the Exodus, when Is-
rael was established as a nation, God reaffirmed the law of tithing as a 
divine institution on which Israel’s prosperity depended (Lev. 27:30-32; 
Num. 18:24, 26, 28; Deut. 12:6, 11, 17).

Far from abrogating this institution, the New Testament assumes 
its validity. Jesus approved of tithing and condemned those who violate 
its spirit (Matt. 23:23). While the ceremonial laws regulating the sacrifi-
cial offerings symbolizing Christ’s atoning sacrifice ended at His death, 
the tithing law did not.

Because Abraham is the father of all believers, he is the model for 
tithe paying for Christians. As Abraham paid tithe to Melchizedek, the 
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 Should we give as much as did the Israelites, or are their patterns of giv-
ing no longer applicable? In the New Testament Christ laid down the prin-
ciple of true stewardship—that our gifts to God should be in proportion to
the light and privileges we have enjoyed. He said, “For everyone to whom
much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has
been committed, of him they will ask more” (Luke 12:48). When Christ
sent His followers on a mission, He said, “Freely you have received, free-
ly give” (Matt. 10:8). This principle applies to the sharing of our financial
blessings as well.
 Nowhere does the New Testament repeal or relax this system. As we
compare our privileges and blessings with those of the Israelites, we see
that in Jesus our share has clearly been greater. Our gratitude will find a
corresponding expression through a greater liberality so that the gospel of
salvation can be extended to others.9 The more widely the gospel is pro-
claimed, the greater support it needs.

3. The remaining principle. The principle of stewardship applies to
what we retain as well as to what we give. While the tithe is the basic test of
our stewardship of our temporal material possessions,10 the use we make
of the remaining principal tests us as well.
 Our use of material goods reveals how much we love God and our
neighbors. Money can be a power for good: in our hands it can provide
food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, and clothing for the naked
(Matt. 25:34-40). From God’s perspective money has value mainly as it is
used to provide the necessities of life, to bless others, and to support His
work.

4. Unfaithfulness in tithe and offerings. Generally speaking, people are
ignorant of and neglect the divine principles of stewardship. Even among
Christians few acknowledge their role as stewards. God’s response to Is-
rael’s unfaithfulness gives a clear insight into how He regards this matter.
When they used the tithes and offerings for their own benefit, He warned
that it amounted to theft (Mal. 3:8) and attributed their lack of prosper-
ity to their fiscal unfaithfulness: “You are cursed with a curse, for you have
robbed Me, even this whole nation” (Mal. 3:9).
 The Lord revealed His patience, love, and mercy by prefacing His warn-
ing with an offer of grace: “Return to Me, and I will return to you” (Mal.
3:7). He offered them abundant blessing and challenged them to test His
faithfulness. “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be
food in my house. Test me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing
that you will not have room enough for it. I will prevent pests from de-
vouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,’
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says the Lord Almighty. ‘Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours 
will be a delightful land,’ says the Lord Almighty” (Mal. 3:10-12, NIV).

Stewardship of the Earth. Modern science has made Earth one vast 
laboratory for research and experimentation. Such research yields many 
benefits, but the industrial revolution has also resulted in air, water, and 
land pollution. Technology, in some instances, has manipulated nature 
rather than managing it wisely.

We are stewards of this world and should do everything to maintain life 
on all levels by keeping the ecological balance intact. In His coming ad-
vent, Christ will “destroy those who destroy the earth” (Rev. 11:18). From 
this perspective Christian stewards are responsible not only for their own 
possessions but for the world around them.
Christ as Steward

Proper stewardship is selflessness—complete self-giving to God and 
service to humanity. Because of His love for us Christ endured the cruel-
ty of the cross, the even deeper pain of rejection by His own, and abysmal 
God-forsakenness. In comparison to this gift, what could we ever give? His 
was a gift, not of what He had—even though He had everything—but of 
Himself. Such is stewardship. To gaze on that greatest gift is to be drawn 
out of ourselves—to become like Him. It will move us to become the car-
ing church, caring for both those within the communion of believers and 
those without. Since Christ died for the world, stewardship, in its broadest 
sense, is for the world.
The Blessings of Stewardship

God has placed us in the role of stewards for our benefit, not for His.

A Personal Blessing. One reason God asks us continually to consecrate 
to Him our entire life—time, abilities, body, and material possessions—is 
to encourage our own spiritual growth and character development. As we 
are kept aware of God’s ownership of everything and the ceaseless love He 
bestows on us, our love and gratitude are nurtured.

Faithful stewardship also assists us in gaining victory over covetous-
ness and selfishness. Covetousness, one of man’s greatest enemies, is con-
demned in the Decalogue. Jesus also warned of it: “Take heed and beware 
of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the 
things he possesses” (Luke 12:15). Our giving on a regular basis helps root 
out covetousness and selfishness from our lives.

Stewardship leads to the development of habits of economy and ef-
ficiency. Having “crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Gal. 
5:24), we will use nothing for selfish gratification. “When the principles of 








