“He Came to My House”
Sermon
Scripture: Luke 19:1-9
• Do you appreciate uninvited guests? There was a period in my life in which I did not invite anyone to my home. But, of course, some relatives showed up. Sometimes, I ignored the door bell and didn’t even care to look at who it might be. The truth is that I didn’t want friends or relatives at my house. My house was messy. It was undergoing construction that lasted for an extensive period. I felt embarrassed. As a result, I withdrew—until I began working in ministry with a great team. 
My ministry friends invited me to their homes, but I refused to reciprocate. One member of the team was bold enough to indirectly invite himself! He said, “You don’t invite people to your house.” I stammered to respond, but he cut me off and continued, “Your friends should be comfortable with your home.” He seemed sincere, so I extended invitations to 13 friends to have Sabbath lunch at my house. • At the end of the day, I realized how much I had missed out on all those years that I had kept my doors shut. My closest friends to this day are those who have dined at my home. Our relationships have undergone various seasons, but we are still close. I discovered that friendships are formed and relationships blossom through home fellowship.
 When we invite guests over, often we make grand preparations. We clean and ensure that the house is looking good and smelling fresh. We end up cleaning twice: before the guests arrive and after the guests leave!
I have good news for you: It’s different with Jesus. When Jesus is the guest, you don’t have to clean beforehand. He is the specialized cleaning man. Mr. Clean has nothing on my Jesus! Jesus does the cleaning all by Himself. Actually, He looks forward to dirty house invitations. 
A Zacchaeus Visit

• In our Scripture reading, we see Jesus inviting Himself to Zacchaeus’ house; to the home of one who was known to be a sinner. Let’s examine the first part of our Scripture text for today, Luke 19, verses 1-4:

• “Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way,” (NIV).
Zacchaeus had a couple of things against him.  First, he was a tax collector. He was a thief. In other words, he was a sinner. He was dishonest. He collected for the government and for himself. I can image no one got tax refunds in Zacchaeus’ day.

Second, he was short. His stature would not allow him to see Jesus in a great crowd. Zacchaeus may have gone there many hours early to save his spot so he could have a good view of Jesus.  He may even have overnighted there. 
Note that Zacchaeus was looking for Jesus. He must have heard of the Savior, the miracles He performed, the transformation of those He encountered, and how He accepted everyone. 
Zacchaeus did not call out to Jesus, but the all-knowing Lord knew his heart and intentions. Jesus went and stood right under the Sycamore tree in which Zacchaeus had climbed. He looked up and called to Zacchaeus:

 
• “’Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.’ So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly,” (Luke 19:5, 6, NIV).
Do you see what happens when we are in search for the Savior? Zacchaeus didn’t need to climb the tree. His desire to meet the Savior was the only requirement needed. When we seek Jesus, we will find Him and realize that He is present and accepts us just as we are. He recognizes us and gives us much more than we could ever ask for.
Let’s not forget who Zacchaeus was: a thief who made himself rich by cheating others. Yet Jesus the Son of God, the Holy One, recognized him, called him by name, and invited Himself to his house.

Luke 19, verse 6, tells us that he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. Zacchaeus didn’t stop to think about his dirty house (his sins). It was not prepared to accommodate guests. Despite his faults, he knew this was no ordinary guest. This Guest has the power to transform his life.
There may be those here who have not accepted Jesus’ invitation to their house. If not, what are you waiting for? Do you think your house is too messy? Does it resemble a construction site? Do you think you need to clean it up before He can show up at your door? 

As Zacchaeus stood next to Jesus, the onlookers gossiped. . .
• “All the people saw this and began to mutter, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a sinner,’” (verse 7).
Zacchaeu heard their comments, but he confessed to Jesus, his house guest. Not like his sin was a secret anyway! The people knew who he was. These are the same people he robbed. 
• “But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.’”
When we gladly welcome Jesus to our house, life can never be the same. Why? Because the cleaning begins; salvation has come to our house. We confess and repent. The struggle with selfishness and dishonesty can be transformed. Zacchaeus had some remodeling work done. He was transformed from a thief to a giver. Only Jesus could make such a change in Zacchaeus.

The mistake we often make is that we want to clean up before we invite Jesus to our house. You might be saying, “We are in church, so we have already invited Jesus.” Is that so? 
Rich Young Ruler

Let’s go to Luke 18, verses 18-23. This contains the story of the rich young ruler. He was a church member in good and regular standing. Surely he had welcomed Jesus to his house.
• “A certain ruler asked him, ‘Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’


“’Why do you call me good?’ Jesus answered. ‘No one is good—except God alone. You know the commandments: “You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.”

• “’All these I have kept since I was a boy,’ he said.

“When Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’
“When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy.” 
This is a sad story. His house may have been too clean. All the remodeling was completed as far as he was concerned; meaning, he had kept all the commandments from his youth. He may have been in Pathfinders! As far as he was concerned, he did it all.  It appears that he did his own cleaning and remodeling before he came to Jesus. I am not sure why he came to Jesus when he confessed that he has it all together. Many times, we are aware of our shortcomings but want others to confirm that we are OK. Jesus tells us the truth about ourselves! 
Zacchaeus and the rich, young ruler were both wealthy and had had an encounter with Jesus, but the results were different. The sinner was convicted of his sins without being told and experienced immediate transformation. The self-sufficient one was told of his weakness, refused to change, and walked away sad. Zacchaeus was willing to sacrifice, but the rich, young ruler was not willing.

When we accept Jesus’ invitation to our house, sacrifice becomes a joy because we are in relationship with the Greatest Giver! Jesus is all about giving. He gave his life for us, and He gives us all we need. 
Has Jesus come to your house? As we compare the story of Zacchaeus to that of the rich, young ruler, we can see that when we welcome Jesus to our house, there is no room for selfishness. We become generous givers and we do so gladly. When we harbor selfishness, we are actually rejecting Jesus.
Our attitude towards giving can be that of Zacchaeus or the rich, young ruler. After each comment, I would like to ask you to respond as to whether I’m referring to Zacchae’us or the Rich Young Ruler:
• Who are we imitating when we –
· Give grudgingly

· Find justified reasons not to give

· Ignore the poor

· Are excited about giving

· Care for the less fortunate

· Cheerfully give to the cause of God.

Zacchaeus’ spending pattern changed when he met Jesus. Before meeting Jesus, he cared for the funding of his wealthy bank account. But as soon as he believed, he pledged to give half of his possessions to the poor. In addition, he committed to return a large percent of his income to those from whom he had stolen. Before his acceptance of Jesus, Zacchaeus lacked integrity. His only interest in the poor was to steal from them. Since he was wealthy, we can safely assume that he had wealthy friends as well. He was living “the good life.” However, 
• Zacchaeus’ net worth before conversion was worthless because it did not include Kingdom values. 
• Mark 8:36 tells us, “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?”
• After conversion, Zacchaeus became very profitable.

Let’s imagine Zacchaeus, the “chief IRS agent,” going around and knocking on doors. He knocks on the first door. The taxpayer peeps, sees Zacchaeus, and is visibly upset. While approaching the door, he begins to grumble. The dialogue goes something like this: 
Taxpayer: “It’s not even tax season, but the chief IRS agent is here. I’m hoping this is a mistake and I am not being audited.” 
He opens the door and tries to be pleasant. Zacchaeus looks different. This time he is bubbling with joy, a smile stretching from cheek-to-cheek as he greets the taxpayer. 
Taxpayer: “It’s not that time again, is it?”
Zacchaeus: “I am not here to collect, but to give. You see, I’ve cheated you. Please forgive me.” 
Zacchaeus hands him a check.
Zacchaeus: “Here is what I have stolen from you.”
The taxpayer looks puzzled, but excited nonetheless.
Taxpayer: “Thank you. Thank you so very much!”
As he attempts to close the door—trying to be quick before Zacchaeus changes his mind—Zacchaeus continues.
Zacchaeus: “No so fast! I have another check for you. Here is three times what I have stolen from you.” 
The taxpayer is now speechless.
Taxpayer: “What? What has gotten into you?” 
Zacchaeus (responds with joy): “He came to my house. Didn’t you hear about it? Jesus came to my house!”
Zacchaeus went from home to home giving refund checks. People who did not even file a tax return were getting rebate checks from Zacchaeus! 
He gave joyfully, all the while telling the taxpayers and the poor again and again, “He came to my house.”
Zacchaeus was happy. When we have the Savior over at our house, it shows in our attitude and actions. Zacchaeus did not start returning money and giving out of obligation, but out of love for the Savior. Jesus accepts us despite all our faults, gives us hope, and provides for our needs. When we accept Him for all He is and all He does, we are propelled to reciprocate. We love as Jesus loves, we give as Jesus gives. Our interest changes and we find ourselves doing things we had never done before. We become kingdom-driven, and we spend accordingly. The Christian dollars have value when giving is an integral part of our budget.
Kingdom-Driven Dollars 
In case you are wondering how our dollars become valuable, here are a few examples: 

• 1. Tithe: According to Leviticus 27:30, a tithe means that everything from the land, whether the grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. Since we are not into farming, a tithe will be our salaries, bonuses, unemployment, social security, and/or welfare checks. Ten percent of our income belongs to God. We tithe on all our income to God as an act of worship.
2. Offerings: We give an offering out of the remaining 90 percent. The Bible does not specify a percentage. According to 2 Corinthians 9:7, we are encouraged to decide in our hearts how much to give. Not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Offerings include:
The Poor. The Bible encourages us to care for the poor. Proverbs 19:17 says that when we give to the poor, we are lending to God and he will repay.
Charities. Our giving is not limit to those mentioned. When we commit to giving, God will direct us to charities and people to which we can give.

 3. Household: First Timothy 5:8 says one who does not provide for his household has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
4. Parents: According to 1 Timothy 5:4, it pleases God when children care/provide for their aged/widow parents rather than having the church care for them. 
6. Government: Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment, but also because of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who will give their full time to governing (Romans 13:5,6).
• Like the rich, young ruler, I was selfish. I returned an accurate tithe and also a 10 percent offering, but it was not from a cheerful heart. I gave to the church so I could receive God’s blessings. I neglected those in need, including relatives. I never felt I had enough to give. My attitude and motives were very wrong. I was in the church for many years before I truly welcomed Jesus to my house. After working as a temporary employee for 11 months, the company hired me and offered 10 thousand dollars more than what I earned as a temporary employee. Rather than being grateful, I became angry at God. I wanted more. I expressed my anger to God, “That’s it Lord? Couldn’t you give me more so I would have more to give others? (Like I really cared for others!)  Right then, the Lord spoke to my selfish heart, “Work with what you have.” That was the day I accepted Jesus at my house. It was messy, for selfishness reigned. For years I was in church doing the right things for the wrong reasons. But when Jesus came to my house, my attitude changed. I’ve experienced the joy of giving. It’s beautiful! My budget now reflects Christian values in dollars. Like Zacchaeus, I can say with joy, “He came to my house!”
Have you allowed Jesus to enter your house, your heart?
When we are in close relationship with someone we really love, we do things to please that person. As Christians, we are to please God in all that we do. When we accept Jesus as our Lord, we joyfully become engaged in the things that will bring glory and honor to Him. We are His ambassadors on earth. May we represent Him in all that we do, including our finances.
If you accept Jesus’ invitation today, join me in saying, “He came to my house!” Not in spite of the messiness, but because of it!
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